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Visiting the Iowa Quilt festival was more than just seeing beautiful quilts—it felt like
stepping into a world alive with color, creativity, and stories. Everywhere I turned,
there were vibrant fabrics, intricate details, and displays that made me stop and look a
little longer.

One of the experiences that stayed with me most was viewing quilts created to
honor veterans and service members. Each one felt deeply personal, and seemed to
carry gratitude, history, and respect, turning fabric into a meaningful tribute. As we
displayed them upon cannons, I found myself thinking about the lives and sacrifices
represented in every carefully chosen piece of fabric.

The Cherrywood Poppy Challenge was equally unforgettable. I loved seeing
how differently each artist interpreted the same theme. Bold colors, texture, and
imagination turned each quilt into something completely unique.

What made the visit especially meaningful was creating my own first quilt block.
What first appeared complex became an enjoyable process of measuring, arranging,
and stitching pieces together. Many thanks to my wonderful coaches! That small
experience gave me a whole new appreciation for the patience, talent, and heart that
go into every quilt.

[ left inspired—not only by what I saw, but by the stories and artistry stitched into

every piece.
c///,%é 2 tallln

Kryste M. Wallen, Executive Director
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Mark Your Calendars: QOVF Upcoming Events

Stay connected and get involved with these upcoming Quilts of Valor events:

November 2026 - QOVF Fall 2026 Online Quilt Auction. More information is coming this summer!

Call for Quilt Donations — QOVF Fall 2026 Online Quilt Auction

We are excited to invite you to consider donating a quilt to be included in the Second Annual Quilts
of Valor Foundation Fall 2026 Online Quilt Auction, which will help generate essential funds for the
continued work of Quilts of Valor Foundation.

If you are interested in creating or contributing a quilt for consideration, please submit a photograph by
September 1, 2026 using this Google Form. Photographs should be submitted in .jpeg format and titled
with your last name followed by your first name (example: LastName_FirstName.jpeg). Please submit
images at 300 DPI resolution only.

Submissions may include patriotic or non-patriotic quilts, as well as wall hangings, table runners,
placemats, or baby quilts of any theme. By donating,
you are not only sharing your talent with our
community, but also helping ensure that we can
continue honoring Service Members and Veterans

through the healing power of Quilts of Valor.

We anticipate receiving many exceptional
submissions for this special event. Whether you
choose to donate a quilt you have already completed
or create one specifically for this cause, your
contribution will provide others with the meaningful
opportunity to purchase a beautiful handmade quilt
for themselves or their loved ones.

Please note: if the Auction Committee selects your
donation for the Online Quilt Auction, the item
must be mailed to the Winterset Office no later than
October 1, 2026, and clearly marked “QOVF Fall

2026 Online Quilt Auction. QOVF Quilt Auction 2025 Winner
“Christmas Cactus” by Susan Deshensky

Thank you for your support and generosity!
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From left to right: Janet R., Melvin, and Michelle C., all
retirees of the United States Air Force.

Photo Submitted by Karen Trombley, Georgia State

Coordinator

New Team Member - Beth Hunsberger

Beth Hunsberger is excited to join QOVF as the new
Shop Liaison. In this role, she is committed to creating
a welcoming environment for every visitor and helping
ensure the mission of QOVF is reflected in each

guest’s experience.

Beth recently concluded a successful career with a
Fortune 100 company, where she helped manage

a strong Customer Experience program. That
background has prepared her well to create meaningful

2026 Original Sewing & Quilt Expo
Don’t miss these exciting opportunities to learn new techniques,
shop the latest tools and fabrics, and be inspired!

Event Dates and Locations:

Dallas-Irving, TX | July 30—August 1

Kansas City—Overland Park, KS | August 6-8
Fredericksburg, VA | September 24-26
Nashville-Lebanon, TN | October 1-3
Cincinnati-Sharonville, OH | October 15-17
Detroit—Novi, MI | November 67

Click here: https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events for more
information and to register.

and memorable visits for those who come to the

QOVFE shop.

Outside of work, Beth enjoys volunteering in nearby communities, reading, and growing

great things in her garden.
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QOVF Shop Items Available for Purchase

Looking for meaningful ways to support the Quilts of Valor Foundation while enjoying exclusive products created

for our members and supporters? Visit the QOVE Shop and explore these special offerings!

Exclusive QOVF x Authentically American Collection
Exclusive apparel and accessories from Authentically
American, a veteran-owned, American-made apparel
company.

Available items include:

- QOVF Logo Baseball Cap

- Log Cabin Socks featuring the 2025 QOVF Block of
the Year.

- Ohio Star Socks featuring the 2024 QOVEF Block of the

Year.

Made in the USA from premium North Carolina cotton,
these limited-edition socks celebrate quilting traditions
while supporting the mission of the Quilts of Valor
Foundation.

12 Quilts of Valor Pattern Pack
by Villa Rosa Designs

Villa Rosa Designs created a collection of
12 patterns that align with Quilts of Valor
standards, helping quilters create projects

that are both beautiful and meaningful.

Purchase the pattern pack through the
QOVF Shop here!

All-Star Quilts of Valor, 2nd Edition: 37 Patriotic
Patterns

This book features
37 patriotic quilt
patterns from

.
Quilts of Valor

— 2nd EDITION —

designers and =

-y

provides quilters of
all skill levels with
the tools to create
meaningful quilts
honoring our nation’s
veterans and service
members.

Pricing: $29.99 each.
Shipping and handling: $7.95 per order.
Purchase online here!

Members-Only Case Pricing
Books are also available to members by the case:
$320.00 per case | 16 books per case
Perfect for group purchases, workshops, sew days,
and educational events!

Quilts of Valor 2026 Challenge Coin

This meaningful keepsake displays the QOVF emblem on the front,
while the back highlights the 2026 Echoes Block design with patriotic
detail.

Thank-You Cards by Deborah Fisher

Express your
gratitude with a
beautiful set of
four thank-you
cards designed by
artist Deborah
Fisher. Inspired by
the 2024 QOVF
Block of the Year,
the Ohio Star, each
card features a
unique design and message of appreciation. Each set
includes one of each design.

Purchase your set today!
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QOVF Shop Items Available for Purchase

Looking for meaningful ways to support the Quilts of Valor Foundation while enjoying exclusive products created

for our members and supporters? Visit the QOVF Shop and explore these special offerings.

Purchase Your QOVF Quilt Kit Today! Support Quilts of Valor Foundation with

Each kit includes: Ship ]hrifty
- QOVE/Northcott Semiquincentennial Quilt Panel.

Ship with ease < ' H ®
- Pre-cut fabric pieces, packaged and labeled for easy assembly. uSirIl)nghip Thrifty . ’ s h i p Th ri fty

- All fabrics needed to complete the quilt top, including blocks and and support

the Quilts of Valor Foundation at the same time. Through
this partnership, every time you purchase a shipping label
through Ship Thrifty, 2% of your purchase will be donated
to the Quilts of Valor Foundation to help further our
mission of covering Service Members and Veterans touched

borders.
- Premium fabrics from the Northcott Stonehenge America250 fabric
collection.

Please note: Backing and Binding are not included.
by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.
These kits are designed to help you create a beautiful quilt celebrating
America’s 250th anniversary while supporting the mission of the

Quilts of Valor Foundation. everyday packages, your shipments can make a difference.

Friendship Star 1 Quilt Kit Get started today: hteps://app.shipthrifty.com/rf/qovf
Friendship Star 2 Quilt Kit

Whether you're shipping quilts, quilting supplies, or

Thank you for supporting the Quilts of Valor Foundation. Every
purchase helps further our mission of covering service members and
veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Armed Forces Day
Submitted by Sherry Mayefske, Arizona Piecemakers

The Merrelll Mitchell American Legion Auxiliary Unit 39, Gilbert, AZ, held a Quilt

of Valor Ceremony for 9 veterans. It was a very special event to honor these veterans

on Armed Forces Day. The QOV Arizona Piecemakers awarded the quilts while the
Auxiliary President, Christine Paplaczyk highlighted their branch of service, years served,
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assignments and special missions performed. The veterans being recognized were in
conflicts and operation including Korea, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, Operation
Iraqi Freedom, the Gulf War, (Desert Shield and Desert Storm), the Persian Gulf War,
and Operation Enduring Freedom.

Come Expenence the Traveling QOV Exhibit at
American Quilter’s
Society QuiltWeek

2026' Left to Right: Arizona Piecemakers members attended:
Lynn Krueger, Denise Snedeker, Sherry Mayefske, and
2 Stops Remaining! Mary Duggins.

* Grand Rapids, MI | August 19-22
* Columbus, OH | September 23-26.

This exhibit features 12 Quilts of
Valor that are in our All-Star Quilts
of Valor 2nd Edition and are available
through the QOVF website along
with QOVF/Northcott Semiquincentennial Quilt Panel featuring the Quilts of Valor
Foundation logo.

Learn more here: https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek

Watch Quilts of Valor Presentation at AQS Paducah Here!
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Partners Corner

AccuQuilt GO!® 2026 Quilts of Valor Block

Create a bold, patriotic 12” quilt block with the GO!
2026 Quilts of Valor Block Pattern. Designed using

the GO! Qube Mix & Match 12”7 Block and created in
AccuQuiltable, this pattern delivers precision cutting and
easy assembly. It is perfect for QOV projects or patriotic
quilts.

Download the free pattern here: GO! 2026 Quilts of
Valor Block Pattern

Janome 3160QOV Quilts of Valor Edition

Sewing Machine

The Janome 3160QOV
Quilts of Valor Edition
Sewing Machine was
; designed with quilters in
«s  mind and inspired by the
' mission of the Quilts of
Valor Foundation. This
full-featured machine offers 60 built-in stitches, 6 one-

step buttonholes, Janome’s Superior Plus Feed System
(SES+), an automatic thread cutter, memorized needle up/
down, speed control slider, and a convenient extension
table—all in a lightweight machine that weighs just 12.6
pounds, making it ideal for classes, retreats, and sew days.
It also includes a Quilting Attachment Kit.

Take advantage of this great option for your quilting
projects and learn more about the Janome 3160QOV
here!

QOVF Member Only Offers

Specific information for these member-only specials
is available when you sign in to the Member
Dashboard and visit the Member-Only Specials or
Member Information sections.

M]J Kinman: QOVF members receive an exclusive
20% discount on the Honor & Courage pattern and
fabric bundle. This collaboration with MJ Kinman
pays tribute to the many men and women awarded
the Purple Heart. Originally introduced as Annie, in
honor of the first woman to receive a Purple Heart,
the pattern was later resized to meet Quilts of Valor®
requirements.

Fons & Porter: QOVF members can subscribe to
Love of Quilting magazine for just $15, a savings of
75% the cover price.

Superior Threads: QOVF members enjoy special

year-round pricing on thread.

Legit Kits: QOVF members receive an exclusive
10% discount Land of the Free pattern. The member

discount coupon is valid through December 31,
2026.

Marshall Dry Goods, Foust Textiles, and Pellon:
Special Quilts of Valor member pricing is available
from Marshall Dry Goods, Foust Textiles, and
Pellon. Specific ordering instructions and discount
details are available in the Member Dashboard,

Northcott Stonehenge - America 250
Collection

Northcott’s Stonehenge America 250 collection is a
patriotic fabric line that would make an exceptional
Quilt of Valor. Designed by Linda Ludovico to
commemorate America’s 250th anniversary in 2020,

the collection features rich red, beige, and navy tones
combined with historical imagery including American
flags, Independence Hall, vintage stamps, maps, excerpts
from founding documents, and portraits of the Founding
Fathers.

You can explore the collection and locate online or local
retailers through Northcott’s Product Finder here!

Fat Quarter Shop

Fat Quarter Shop is committed to serving the
quilting community by providing a wide selection
of high-quality quilting fabrics, patterns, notions,
and inspiration. Through its ongoing support of the
Quilts of Valor Foundation, Fat Quarter Shop helps

quilters create meaningful quilts.

Looking for your next Quilt of Valor project? Fat
Quarter Shop offers several free patriotic quilt
patterns. Explore and learn more here!
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Partners Corner

MerryStockings Military Bears Kit Series

Celebrate service with the MerryStockings Military Bears
Kit Collection, featuring six military branches: Navy,
Coast Guard, Space Force, Marine Corps, Army, and Air

Force.

Each kit includes: Stamped felt
pattern, 5> mm cupped sequins,
Beads, DMC embroidery

floss, Needles, and Full-color
instructions. When completed,
each bear stands approximately
5 inches tall. Also add a personal
touch by embroidering a service
member’s name on the back of
the bear, creating a meaningful

keepsake to honor their service.
These keepsake bears make
thoughtful gifts for military
families, veterans, active-duty service members, and
patriotic crafters alike.

As an added bonus, MerryStockings donates $2
from every Military Bear sold to the Quilts of Valor
Foundation, helping support the mission of covering
Service Members and Veterans touched by war with
comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Visit the collection!

Quilts of Valor Patriotic Thread Sets
from Superior Threads

Superior Threads Quilt of Valor thread collections
are specially curated thread sets featuring red, white,
and blue color-ways designed to complement Quilts
of Valor projects while delivering the exceptional
quality quilters have come to expect from Superior

Threads.

MasterPiece® Quilts of Valor 5-Spool Set: The set
includes five spools of patriotic-colored MasterPiece
thread. MasterPiece is a premium 40 wt cottonized
polyester thread known for its strength, low lint, and
versatility.

So Fine!” Quilts of Valor 5-Spool Set: The set
features five coordinating patriotic colors of Superior
Threads’ popular 50 wt polyester quilting thread.

Whether you're piecing a quilt top, adding custom
quilting, or binding a finished Quilt of Valor,
these patriotic thread sets provide beautiful color
coordination and professional-quality results.

Learn more about the Quilts of Valor thread
collections from Superior Threads here!

Connecting Threads Quilts of Valor Thread
Set and Traverse Quilt Kit

Create Quilt of Valor with exclusive products developed
through our partnership with Connecting Threads. A
portion of each sale helps support the mission of the Quilts
of Valor Foundation.

Basics Traverse Quilts of Valor Red, White & Blue Cotton
Quilt Kit: The Traverse Quilt Kit features a patriotic palette
of red, white, and blue fabrics, making it an excellent
choice for creating a Quilt of Valor. The Traverse quilt

has become one of the most popular Quilts of Valor kits

offered through Connecting Threads. Purchase your quilt
kit!

Quilts of Valor Thread Set: Quilts of Valor Thread Set from
Connecting Threads features high-quality cotton thread in

patriotic colors, this set is ideal for piecing, quilting, and
finishing your project. Purchase your thread set!

Remembrance Wreaths through Wreaths
Across America

For more than 30 years, volunteers with Wreaths
Across America have come together each December
to place remembrance wreaths on the graves of our
nation’s veterans, ensuring their service and sacrifice
are never forgotten.

National Wreaths Across America Day will be
observed on Saturday, December 19, 2026. We
invite you to help honor and remember as many
fallen heroes as possible by sponsoring remembrance
wreaths, volunteering on Wreaths Day, or attending
a local ceremony with family and friends.

Learn more about the program and find participating
locations here!

You can also sponsor remembrance wreaths through
local Quilts of Valor groups participating in Wreaths
Across America events. Many participating groups
are listed on the Wreaths Across America website.
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A Very Special Moment in Time!
Submitted by Diane Watters - Group Leader of Greater Spokane QOV Group

On May 15th we found ourselves in a very
special moment when the stars aligned and we
had four U.S. Air Force (USAF) Chief Master
Sergeants at an award ceremony: the veteran,
nominator (his friend), and two Greater
Spokane QOV group members, Cheryl
Moriarty and Glenda Haddican, presenting
the award.

Veteran Richard B. served 26 years in the
USAE building a distinguished career. After
completing basic training, he attended Supply
Warehouse Specialist Technical School, which
launched a career that spanned numerous
liaison assignments including coordination
between Jet Engine Management and the
Maintenance Group, and between the USAE
Army Corps of Engineers, Boeing, and U.S.
Steel during the buildup of B-52 Bomber
facilities. He also served as principal liaison
between Strategic Air Command and Pacific

Air Forces while stationed in Thailand, where 4 Retired USAF Chief Master Sergeants. Pictured L to R: Cheryl Moriarty, Glenda
he established key supply points Supporting B-52 operations, Haddican, Veteran Richard B., Rudy L./Nominator | Photo credit: Larry Guichard

Richard continued to promote thru the ranks thanks to his superior performance in every assignment. In 1959, he deployed to
Saigon, Vietnam, where he was responsible for supplying critical aircraft parts to outlying landing zones used by the USAF and US
Army. During his second tour in Vietnam, Richard served as an Air Force Advisory Team Support Officer. In this role, he oversaw
convoy operations supporting and supplying a joint team of over 500 Army, Air Force and Marine Corps personnel. During this
period, he sustained direct combat injuries on three separate occasions and earned an Air Medal after being shot down twice while
serving as a side gunner on resupply air missions.

Retired Chief Master Sgt. Richard B. is a highly decorated veteran of the USAF who served his country with distinction. We were
honored to present him with a Quilt of Valor, joined by three other USAF Chief Master Sergeants who participated as presenters
and nominator. It was truly a memorable day. Richard’s daughter stated, “My dad was quite moved and emotional. The quilt was
beautiful and very memorable to him”. After being wrapped in his Quilt of Valor, our veteran shared that he finally feels “like he is
home,” reflecting on how Vietnam veterans were once treated. QOV Mission Accomplished!

As a followup to Diane’s submission.... The veteran sent the following thank you letter:

“You Made My Day. To the fine ladies of the Greater Spokane QOV/Quilts of Valor Foundation. I wish to thank you for that
wonderful quilt that you presented to me. I know a lot of work went into that, and I really appreciate your efforts. Please tell
everybody who was involved THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart. I want to give a special thank you to the two Chief
Master Sergeants who presented the quilt to me at the Chalet Restaurant. They did a wonderful job orchestrating and presenting

the quilt. Again, thank you very much. As you probably know, Vietnam vets were not welcomed home the way we wanted, we were
actually shunned in San Francisco and Seattle upon arriving home from Vietnam. Your little ceremony made me feel like I was finally
welcomed home. I can’t express in words how much that makes me feel wanted and appreciated. Again, thank you very much, and
please keep up the great work; some of us need the support this program provides.”

-~ CMSGT Richard B., USAE Retired
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Alaska Quilts Of Valor Holds First Statewide Retreat

Submitted by Donna Burke, Alaska State Coordinator

May 2-3, 2026 marked a very exciting milestone for Quilts Of Valor in Alaska, as 58 members from across our great state gathered in Eagle
River for our very first statewide retreat. Members travelled from communities throughout Alaska, including Fairbanks, Talkeetna, the
Kenai Peninsula, Anchorage, Eagle River, and the Matanuska Valley communities of Palmer and Wasilla. The Fairbanks group, traveling

more than 360 miles, holds a special place in Alaska Quilts Of Valor history as one of the first groups to form in the state.

This retreat provided an opportunity for members to meet, share ideas, create beautiful quilts, have fun and enjoy companionship, all in
the spirit of our shared mission of honoring veterans and service members. Each day included a meaningful award ceremony in which nine
veterans and one active-duty service member were wrapped in Quilts Of Valor. These award ceremonies served as a powerful reminder of
our mission. It was exciting, and enlightening, for the veterans and their families to
walk around the retreat area, meet the quilters and see them working on the quilts.
Some were amazed to see the time, care, and talent that go into creating the quilts

they received.

Another highlight of the retreat was the recognition of eight charter members,

who were honored in person with certificates of appreciation. Linda Kau, who first
brought Quilts Of Valor to Alaska in 2010 was recognized first and then presented
certificates to the other charter members. She also shared the history of how Quilts
Of Valor expanded across our state under her dedication and leadership.

Today Alaska Quilts Of Valor includes nine groups, approximately 195 members
statewide, and have awarded more than 6,000 quilts to veterans and service members

throughout the state. Alaska is home to the largest population of veterans per capita

of any other state.

Three Veterans awarded Quilts Of Valor at the 1st Statewide
Retreat on May 2 at Eagle Rivers Lions Club, Alaska.

Left to Right: Teresa S., U.S. Air Force; Nicole S., U.S. Air
Force; and Steven C., U.S. Army and Army Reserve.

One Active-Duty and five veterans awarded Quilts Of Valor 1st Statewide Retreat on May 3 at Eagle BIOCk D rive 2026
River Lions Club, Alaska.

Left to Right: Christopher G., Active-Duty U.S. Air Force; Douglas L., U.S. Navy; Dave M., U.S. , Blocks are now going to Sherry Houser.
Army Vietnam Veteran; Samuel S., U.S. Air Force; Erin C-S., U.S. Air Force; Gerado S., U.S. Navy. Please mail your blocks to:

5400 Park Place Loop SE, Lacey, WA 98503

If you have any questions while working on your blocks,

please email blockdrive@qovf.org
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An Honoring at Hopewell, Virginia
Submitted By Lana Baker, member of Many Hands, One Heart QOV

As a member of the Many Hands, One Heart Quilt of Valor group, I help coordinate nominees for our ceremonies. When our event at
the VFW in Hopewell, Virginia was confirmed, I began reaching out to nominees who live nearby. I call, email, and text, but I most value
speaking with people directly—you never know what you'll learn.

One conversation became the heart of this ceremony. While speaking
with Nadine M. about her husband, Lt. Col. Daniel M., I learned he
spent 1,018 days as a prisoner of war in Vietnam. Nadine shared his
written account: his service as an Army helicopter pilot, his capture,
and—ultimately—his return to the United States during Operation
Homecoming in February 1973. He received care at Fitzsimons
Army Medical Center in Colorado, where he first met Nadine.

Nadine’s own story is remarkable. She served as an Army nurse
deployed to Vietnam from June 1969 to July 1970. After Vietnam,
she was assigned as Head Nurse at Fitzsimons (1970-1974), helping
plan operations to receive and care for returning POWs. Nadine

and Daniel met in March 1973 and were married that August.

Listening to Nadine, it was clear her service was also touched by war. I asked if T could nominate her for a Quilt of Valor. She hesitated;
unsure she was deserving. I assured her she was—and shared our QOV mission: to honor service members and veterans touched by war
with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor—one human reaching out to another with acceptance and acknowledgment of service to our
nation.

We were also honored to award ten Quilts of Valor at the ceremony—an exceptionally meaningful afternoon. Among our recipients were a
former POW;, a nurse, eight veterans who served in Vietnam, two who served in Iraq, a Bronze Star recipient, and two helicopter pilots. In
our experience, it is rare to honor a husband and wife at the same ceremony, and rarer still to include a former POW. We had the privilege

of doing both.

QOV Awards from Grateful Quilters of Ohio
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl, QOV Member of Grateful Quilters h;‘
of Ohio Group

On May 24, 2026 veterans Don W. and Lowell H. from Mount Vernon, Ohio
received QOV awards from the Grateful Quilters of Ohio group during a church
service honoring veterans. Kevin H. from the Knox County Veterans Services assisted
with the awards. The ceremony was conducted at the First Church of the Nazarene in
Mount Vernon with approximately 200 friends, family, and veterans in attendance.

Don served in the U. S. Army
from 1986 to 2013, achieving the
rank of Colonel. He served in the
10th Mountain Division, Military
District of Washington, and the
25th Infantry Division, among
quite a few others. His character, and how he lives his life is reflected in his quilt by the
following words: Faith, Trust, Diligence, Peace, Joy, and Integrity. He currently serves

fellow veterans by offering counseling services at the Veteran’s Office every Wednesday.

Lowell voluntarily enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps and served from April 1, 1966
until June 30, 1967. As a Private First Class, he served as a demolitions specialist in
the 3d Battalion, 4th Marine Division. He received a National Defense Service Medal,
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with Device, and was awarded

the Purple Heart Medal for severe wounds sustained in combat during Operation Prairie in the Con Thien region of South Vietnam.

Upon returning home, Lowell continued to serve Knox County as a Disabled American Veterans Post Officer, and a Veteran Services
Commissioner for nearly 4 decades caring for his fellow veterans.
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Columbine Quilt Guild Awards
Submitted by Peggy Rogers, Group Leader of Columbine Quilt Guild

The Columbine Quilt Guild hosted a private ceremony to honor Korean War veteran A2C Wes S. More than 20
family members and friends gathered in his home to present a Quilt of Valor and thank him for his service. A family
member who is also a quilter nominated Wes, made his quilt, and traveled from Florida to deliver it personally and
attend the ceremony. Wes served in the US Air Force and was stationed in Okinawa, Japan, for two years, where he
loaded bombs onto the planes making runs into Korea and conducted
munitions demolitions.

As an Air Force veteran of the Korean military conflict, Wes was
privileged to be selected for the Rocky Mountain Honor Flight to
Washington, DC, in June 2022. He and the other veterans on the
flight were escorted through the DC area to visit Arlington National
Cemetery and the monuments, memorials, and museums dedicated to
their service.

On May 11, 2026, the Columbine Quilt Guild hosted a Quilts of Valor
Ceremony for six veterans. Approximately 25 family members and
friends and 35 guild members attended the ceremony to support the
veterans. Approximately 25 family members and friends and 35 guild
members attended to show their support. It was a loud and appreciative
audience, and the veterans felt that gratitude.

We work with each nominee to write a short biography about their
time in service. Sometimes it’s difficult to get these veterans to open up
and brag on themselves a bit, as both veterans and active-duty service members are generally a very humble group.
Reading their biographies is one of our favorite parts of the ceremony-it allows us to highlight their most memorable
moments and makes the ceremony more personal for them and for everyone in attendance.

Sandy B. retired after serving 27 years in the Air Force, primarily as an aircraft mechanic working on fighter jets,
bombers, refuelers, and cargo planes. Nick retired after 21 years of service, his last 17 with the Coast Guard, where
his cutters seized drug shipments and participated in search-and-rescue missions across the Gulf. Don served as an
Army intelligence officer and advisor to Special OPS during the Vietnam War. Patrick served in the Coast Guard
patrolling the coastal and international waters
surrounding Tybee Island, Georgia, and
participated in multiple search and rescue
missions. LaDonna was an engine-man in the
Navy, deploying to Kenya, Iran, Australia,
Indonesia, Dubai, and Kuwait. Wick

flew helicopters for the Army in Vietnam

on combat assault, medevac, and troop-
movement missions-he was shot down three
times and still made it home.

We are in awe of all of these veterans. It was
an honor to meet them and award each with

a Quilt of Valor.

Left to Right: 1LT Wick C. II, US Army and his service dog, Murphy; SCPO Nick O., US Navy &
Coast Guard; MSgt Sandy B., US Air Force; Cpt. Don C., US Army; ENFN LaDonna R., US Navy;
and SN Patrick M., US Coast Guard
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Very Special Two-Star General who Received our 250th Quilt in America’s 250th Year!
Submitted by Kathy Bacon, Group Leader of Patriot Piecemakers

In a past Threads Newsletter article, I shared my America 250th quilt and
mentioned I would share the Quilt of Valor presented to the veteran. Patriot
Piecemakers presented their 250th quilt to Major General John B., who served in
the US Army from 1966 to 2004. Over his nearly 40-year career, General John held
many duty assignments. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in June 1966
through the ROTC program at the University of New Hampshire and completed
his Rotary Wing Flight School in August 1967.

General John served in Vietnam from February 1968 to February 1969, assigned
to the 283rd Army Aeromedical Evacuation Unit and the 498th Aeromedical
Evacuation Unit Company. During this time, he flew 814 missions transporting
1,465 patients - including 660 combat hours, 220 of them at night.

Following his Vietnam service, General John continued his distinguished career
with more than 30

years in the New R

Hampshire National

Guard, culminating
in his appointment
as the Adjutant General of New Hampshire from November 1994 to
November 2004 - the highest position in the state’s National Guard.

He received the following awards: Purple Heart, Air Medal with 19 devices,
Legion of Merit, and the Vietnam Service Medal. General John was inducted
into the University of New Hampshire ROTC Hall of Fame in 2005 by Brig.
General John D., who also attended the event. General John was nominated
by General Chick S., also of New Hampshire. It was a very special day to be
in the presence of these amazing leaders.

In Flanders Field The Poppies Grow:
Cherrywood Poppy Quilt Challenge And Quilts
Of Valor Exhibit

Through July 5, the Iowa Quilt Museum presents In Flanders Field the Poppies Grow: Cherrywood Poppy Quilt Challenge and Quilts of
Valor Exhibit. The exhibit features a collection of six Quilts of Valor surrounded by 225 Cherrywood Poppy Quilt Challenge quilts with
military and Veteran themes.

The six Quilts of Valor were designed by Tony L. Jacobson (with three quilts featured in the exhibit), Mary W. Kerr, Victoria Findlay Wolfe,
and Debra Rowe, Captain, USAF, 1992-1997. On July 4, the Iowa Quilt Museum will formally award all six quilts to Veterans.

Learn more and plan your visit here:
heeps://www.iowaquiltmuseum.org/current-
exhibits/?utm
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The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

FOUNDATION

* k%

QUILTS OF VALOR

QOV

2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375

Quilts Reported 2020: 22,775
2012: 6,169 2021: 29,302
2013: 12,314 2022: 31,707
2014: 17,373 2023: 37,063
2015: 18,772 2024: 38,029
2016: 19,051 2025: 35,068

Total: 447,658
(from date of first recorded

award through
May 31, 2026)

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence ® Valuing service over self ® Being accountable

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Sue Reich

Catherine Roberts

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President

Jodi Inman, Vice President
Nancy Grigsby, Secretary
Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Chris Hamp, Member

Development

Julie Dodds, Member
John Kline, Member
Robin Koehler, Member
Anna May Nauss, Member
Jon Neuhaus, Member
Nancy Thomson, Member

Kryste Wallen, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor

Barbara Vonada, Assistant Editor

Executive Staff
Kryste Wallen, Executive Director
Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director

Staff

Josh Flores

Billie Haines

Beth Hunsberger
Teresa Nunn
Stephanie Tinnirello

Barbara Vonada

Volunteer Staff

Suzanne DiCarlo, Information and Help
Desk Coordinator

Cirystal Farinella, Longarm Coordinator
Quilt Business Program

Under Our Wings

One Nation. One Mission.

Newsletter

Do you have an article, idea, or suggestion for
Threads? Email it to newslettersubmission@
qovf.org. Please include photo release forms for
all submitted images.

For more information go to QOVEorg

For more information about how to contact

your State Coordinator go to: https://
www.qovf.org/about-govf/meet-us/state-
coordinators/

Mailing Address

Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191

Winterset, IA 50273

Social Media
facebook.com/QOVFoundation
youtube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation
x.com/QOVFoundation
instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation

pinterest.com/qovf

Photos that appear in Threads are either used

with permission or are public domain images.
The editorial team makes every effort to credit
photographers.

Quilt of Valor, Quilts of Valor, QOV and Longarmy® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor’ Foundation.
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