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HONORING SERVICE, STITCHING L 1P
LEGACY: A YEAR-END MESSAGE TO
OUR MEMBERS

by Kryste Wallen

As we approach the end of another
remarkable year, I want to reflect on the
extraordinary impact you, our dedicated
members, have made in fulfilling our shared

Kryste Wallen
Executive Director

mission: honoring our nation’s veterans and
service members with the warmth, dignity,
and gratitude expressed through every quilt
we create. This year, your hands and hearts told thousands of
stories. Each stitch carried compassion; each quilt delivered
represented a powerful message: We remember your service. We honor
your sacrifice. We are grateful.

Thanks to your commitment, our organization reached several
important milestones this year:

¢ Nearing half a million quilts awarded, ensuring veterans
and service members across the country felt seen, valued, and
appreciated.

¢ Expanded partnerships with veteran organizations, quilt
vendors and military groups, increasing our ability to reach
those who need our support most.

¢ Growth in membership and volunteer engagement,
strengthening our community and deepening our collective
impact.

¢ Innovations in workshops, products, and events, making it
easier than ever for members to contribute in meaningful,
creative ways.
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These achievements reflect not only skill, but unity - a community
bound together by a shared purpose and unwavering respect for
those who have served.

Veterans often tell us that receiving a handmade quilt is more
than a gift; it’s a reminder that their service mattered. In a

world that moves quickly, your quilts stand as lasting symbols of
gratitude and healing. They offer comfort where words fall short.
[t is your generosity, your time, materials, energy, and artistry that
makes this mission happen.

As we prepare for the coming year, we remain focused on
expanding our reach, strengthening our resources, and creating
even more opportunities for connection. We will continue
refining our processes, enhancing member support, and
embracing new ideas that help us better serve veterans, service
members, and their families. Most importantly, we will continue
to celebrate the heart of this organization: you. Every hour
volunteered, every dollar donated, and every quilt completed fuels
a legacy of kindness that transcends generations.

Thank you for making this year one of purpose, community,

and heartfelt service. May the season ahead bring you rest, joy,
and inspiration and may the new year provide us many more
opportunities to uplift our veterans and service members through
the healing power of a quilt. Together, we honor service. Together,
we stitch legacy.

Wishing you and yours the warmest of holiday seasons!

OPEN VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AT QOVF

Please visit the website to learn more about each position and how to apply.

Current Open Facilitator Roles

State/Area Mentor Facilitator(s)

Backlog, Red Dot, and Award Ceremony Advisor Facilitator
QOVF Quilt Shop Facilitator

Current Board Committee Positions

Strategic Planning Committee
Development Committee
Quilt Industry Committee
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PARTNERS CORNER
Check out AccuQuilt FREE Live Virtual Events. Don't miss your

chance to join in and learn from the best!

AQS QuiltWeek 2026
Mark your calendars for AQS QuiltWeek 2026!

Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 2026

Start Planning and register today for the 2026 Original Sewing &
Quilt Expo.

MerryStockings Military
Bears Kit Series

Celebrate service with the
MerryStockings Military
Bears Kit Collection,
featuring: Navy, Coast Guard, Space Force, Marine, Army, and
Air Force Bears. Each kit includes a stamped felt pattern, 5 mm
cupped sequins, beads, DMC embroidery floss, needles, and
full-color instructions. When finished, each bear stands 5" tall.

You can even personalize your bear by adding a soldier’s name

to the back.

Exclusive QOV/Authentically American Items
Purchase the QOV logo hat and exclusive

socks from Authentically American, a
veteran-owned apparel company. The socks
feature the QOVF 2025 Block of the Year,
Log Cabin, and the 2024 Block of the
Year, Ohio Star, in support of the Quilts of
Valor Foundation. Made in the USA from
high-quality North Carolina cotton, these
items are available in limited quantities.

Purchase Quilts of Valor
Thread Sets and Quilt Kits
from Connecting Threads
Quilts of Valor Thread Set ;
MasterPiece 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor
So Fine! 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor
Basics Traverse Quilts Of Valor Red White Blue Cotton Quilt Kit

QUILTS OF VALDR
AORECTOR TR

Janome 3160 Quilts of Valor edition sewing machine!
s 1 This fantastic machine comes with a
'-"‘\ m= quilting attachment kit that includes

I

both a free-motion quilting foot and

= a walking foot. Take advantage of this
s i reat option for your quilting projects!
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Click here to purchase a 3160Q0OV

edition sewing machine.

Purchase Your 12 Quilts of Valor Pack
Made by Villa Rosa Designs!

Villa Rosa Designs created a pack of 12 patterns
that perfectly align with the Quilts of Valor
standards, making your creations not just
beautiful, but also meaningful. The pack of
patterns can be purchased through the QOVF
Shop on our website.

Keystone Carving offers Hard Maple

and Solid Cherry American-made wooden
Quilters Clappers. If you're interested in
purchasing a QOV Clapper for your QOV
Group or your own sewing room, click here.

Fa_.i}t]

Thank-You Cards by Deborah
Fisher

This set of four thank-you cards,
designed by artist Deborah Fisher,
celebrates the 2024 QOVF Block

of the Year—the Ohio Star—and
features messages of gratitude on the
front. Each set includes one of each

design. Purchase your set today.

MEMBER ONLY SPECIALS

1. Collaboration with M]
Kinman

This beautiful pattern, designed
by MJ Kinman, pays tribute to the
many men and women awarded
the Purple Heart medal. Originally
introduced as “Annie”—in honor

of the first woman to receive a
Purple Heart—the “Honor &
Courage” pattern was resized to meet Quilts of Valor®
requirements. QOVF Members can enjoy an exclusive 20%
discount on both the Pattern and Fabric Kit. The discount
code is available in the Members-Only Specials section of
the Member Dashboard. The coupon code expires December
31, 2025. For more details about this collaboration and MJ’s

design inspiration, be sure to check out page 4 of the January
Threads Newsletter.

2. Special Legit Kits Members-
Only Discount

QOVF Members can enjoy an
exclusive discount from Legit Kits on
the “Land of the Free” Kit, Pattern,
and Fabric Packs. A 10% off coupon
code is available in the Members-

Only Specials section of the Member
Dashboard.

3. Fons & Porter’s Love of
Quilting Partnership

Our partners at Fons & Porter offer QOVF Members an
exclusive subscription deal to Love of Quilting. Subscribe
today for just $15—a savings of 75% off the cover price. The

discount link is available in the Members-Only Specials section
of the Member Dashboard.
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FRONT RANGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE STAFF AND STUDENTS
HONORED ON VETERAN'S DAY
Submitted by Peg Rogers, Group Leader of Columbine Quilt Guild

The Military and Veterans Services staff of Front Range Community College (FRCC)
in Colorado is located at each of the three campuses in Boulder County, Larimer
County, and Westminster, providing in-person support to veterans and currently
serving military students.

During the week of Veterans Day, the staff hosts daily events including a flag raising,
pancake breakfast, and a crack-of-dawn 5K run. The culmination of the week's events
is the Quilts of Valor ceremony. For the past three years, the Columbine Quilt Guild
has partnered with FRCC to ensure that as many as 15 veterans and active duty
service members could be honored each year with a Quilt of Valor.

In the two weeks leading up to the ceremony, the quilts are displayed in the
Westminster College Hill Library, a shared library of the FRCC and the City of
Westminster. This public display allows students and community members to
view the quilts before they are awarded. The day before the ceremony, each quilt is

assigned to a specific veteran. At the ceremony, recipients are presented with their
quilt, a Quilts of Valor certificate, and an FRCC challenge coin.

This year, eleven nominees accepted the award. Recipients ranged from Vietnam era
veterans to those discharged within the past two years. Two honorees are active duty
service members, and notably, one quarter of this year’s recipients were women. Both
FRCC students and staff were among those recognized. Congratulations to all the
very deserving recipients.

Back Row, L to R: SGT Erik H., Marines; PO2 Eli L., Navy; SGT. Merri M., Army; Amn
Michelle C., Air Force; SFC Rick B., Army

Front Row, L to R: PFC Juan O., Army; SrA Jayana H., Air Force.

Not Pictured: PFC Daniel S., Army; PO2 Duffy L., Navy; SGT Chris H., Army; PO2
Mark B, Navy

QOVF EXHIBIT OPPORTUNITY
TO CELEBRATE AMERICA'S
250TH!

The five shows of the 2026 American
Quilters Society QuiltWeek will feature a
Quilt of Valor exhibit and we would like
to feature 4 quilts made with the QOVE/
Northcott Semiquincentennial Quilt
Panel created by our Quilts of Valor
groups.

Once completed,
please email an
image(s) of your
quilt to sue.
reich@qovf.

org by December
31, 2025. The
Committee will
select 4 quilts to
be included in
the exhibit. Your
quilt will travel
with the exhibit
to Daytona, FL;
New England;
Paducah, KY; Grand Rapids, MI; and
Columbus, OH. Your quilt will be
returned after the final show. We look
forward to seeing your creativity and
honoring our Nation’s milestone through
your Quilts of Valor.

QIO]V. AMERICA’S

QUILTS OF VALOR 250711

QOIV__BIRTHDAY |

Other America 250th Items available
to our Members

Our online store has the QOVE/

Northcott Semiquincentennial Quilt

Panel available for purchase. Panels are
priced at $10.99 each, with a flat shipping
and handling fee of $7.95 per order.
These exclusive panels, featuring our logo,
are available only through the Quilts of
Valor® Foundation website. Quantities
are limited.

A special “Happy 250th Birthday” Award
Certificate is available on the Members
Dashboard throughout 2026 for use
during your Quilts of Valor presentations.
We've also updated our Spoonflower
Shop with Happv Birthday America
labels perfect for adding a commemorative
touch to your quilts.
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QUILTS OF VALOR:
COUNTDOWN TO AMERICA250

We collaborated with the National Quilt Museum in Paducah, KY, on a special
exhibition featuring twelve Quilts of Valor created by our members, to
commemorate the Countdown to America250—the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. Visit the National Quilt Museum
to view this collection, on display through December 30, 2025.

N ATIONAL

Nw QOV.
QUILTS OF VALOR

QUILT MUSEUM @@
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LETTERS FROM HOME AND QOV CEREMONY
Submitted by Jodi Haskell, Group Leader of Patriot Quilters of Randolph
County NC

Carolina Theater was lit up and glistening. It was a busy night,
with people moving quickly from one side of the room to the
other, getting everything ready for a wonderful party. We set up
our booth, hung our quilt, put out our brochures, and put on our
smiles. At 6:00 pm, the VIP party began and we moved into the
theater. Oh, what a party! The staff, ladies and gentlemen, were
dressed in costume, and guests arrived in beautiful formal attire. At
exactly 6:30 pm, we were called to center stage to award a father-
daughter veteran pair with their Quilts of Valor.

But first, a little about the event and the people behind it. “Letters

=
m

from Home” is a remarkable theatrical group that has traveled /-) 55 2 -
' = A

across the United States, visiting every state in the Union. At each ~1 —- AR

stop, they held an award ceremony and presented a Quilt of Valor. Their music and acting span from the early 1940s through the mid-
1970s, covering both World War Il and the Vietnam War. Tonight marked the conclusion of their fifty-state tour in 2025. The group
traveled in two vans, driving through rain and snow, documenting every moment along the way.

We were invited to attend the premiere of their new production, Legacy: The Fifty-State Story of Letters from Home, produced by Erinn
Dearth and directed by Dan Beckmann, Erinn Dearth, Myra Miller, Jack Walterman, Tyler Zickmund, and Grace Reasoner.

About six weeks ago, our small group from Asheboro, NC, received a phone call and text inviting us
to attend and award quilts. We had no idea what to expect and were delighted to see how this group
has helped spread the word about Quilts of Valor across the country. Several audience members had
received their quilts during the tour.

Our honored veterans, Marvin and his daughter Meredith, both served in the U.S. Army. Marvin
served from 1962-1975 and was stationed at Ft. Lewis, Ft. Benning, Ft. Ord, Korea, and throughout
Vietnam. He worked in transportation and later became a truck driver. Now retired, he enjoys working
in the yard and spending time with family.

Meredith served in 2006 and was stationed at Ft. Bliss and in Iraq. After returning home, she worked
for the VA in Kernersville, NC, as a surgical nurse in Urology. She now enjoys spending time with her
daughter and reading about history.

We also had a surprise reunion with Jeff Thorne, a familiar face from QOV’s early years. Jeff was
involved in many areas of QOV and continues to document awards through photography. He was a treasure trove of stories about QOV
and early directors Catherine Roberts and Marianne Fons.

If a quilt block has
nine pieces, is it
always considered a
nine patch? Even if

all the pieces are O
not the same?

Is there a Quilters'
Rule about this?

Hmmm??7?

| Tune in on January 1, 2026 at 9:00 am, to meet the 2026 National block and a few |

I patterns supporting the use of the new block. We look forward to having you on the I
team and hope you enjoy the project. If you are keeping blocks for your group’s use,

| please remember to email the total number of blocks made to blockdrive@qovf.org. |

L_____________________J
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98 YEAR OLD KOREA/VIETNAM NURSE VETERAN
RECEIVES HER QUILT OF VALOR

Submitted by Sandra Lazaroff, Group Leader of Front Range QOV &
CO State Coordinator

At 98 years old, retired Army
nurse LtCol Martha Baker is

a familiar figure in the Denver
area, having been interviewed by
multiple local TV stations over
the years. Yet, until now, she
had never been contacted about
receiving a Quilt of Valor.

I first met Martha this past
November at a Veterans Day
celebration where 12 Quilts of
Valor were awarded. Because of
her age, and with no ceremonies scheduled in the near future, we
quickly arranged a special ceremony just for her.

Martha’s journey is extraordinary. She became an Army nurse in
1951, just 3 years after the military was desegregated. According

to the U.S. Army Medical Department, the Korean War marked a
turning point in the acceptance of African American nurses in the
Army Nurse Corps. In a 2019 interview, Martha recalled arriving
at Fort Dix and saying, “I was the only black nurse there.”

What began as a one-year commitment turned into a
distinguished 20-year career. Martha served in both Korea

and Vietnam before retiring in 1971 as a Lieutenant Colonel.
Coincidentally, she ended her Army career the same year I began mine in

the Air Force.

Her legacy is documented

in numerous interviews and
articles, including one in the
Michigan State University
digital library, as well as
numerous Denver, CO area
newspapers and television
features.

On December 1, 2025, more
than 30 friends and neighbors gathered at Martha’s assisted living
facility to celebrate her long overdue recognition. Martha was

finally awarded her Quilt of Valor.

Together with fellow Air Force Nurse veteran Mary D. and team
member Carolyn M., I had the honor of presenting it to her.

HONORED THE MEMBERS OF EAST COCALICO
LIONS CLUB
Submitted by Carol Maynard, Group Leaders of Stars & Stripes of

Lancaster

Members of the East Cocalico Lions Club in Reamstown, PA were
honored on November 18, 2025, as eight veterans received their

Quilts of Valor.
Standing (from left to right): Petty Officer Third Class (Navy) Carl
S.; Specialist (Army) Paul K.

EVERY GIFT HELPS US AWARD A QUILT OF VALOR TO ANOTHER DESERVING VETERAN

At Quilts of Valor Foundation, every quilt awarded is a tangible expression of gratitude and comfort.
You can support our mission in many ways: Every Quilt of Valor is more than fabric and thread—it

is a heartfelt thank-you to the men and women who served our nation. Behind every award stands a
community of generous donors and volunteers who make this mission possible.

There are many meaningful ways to support Quilts of Valor Foundation. Visit our website to learn more.
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4 VETERANS WRAPPED IN QOV
Submitted by Mary Turley, member of Yakima QOV

Washington State’s
Yakima QOV group
members Tammy,
Janene, Shirley, Rene
and Mary wrapped four
veterans in quilts during
a ceremony attended

by fellow veterans, past
awardees, friends and family. Brook was a Navy Seabee during
Operation Enduring Freedom, while Jason entered the Army,
following the footsteps of his father and brother. Dick joined the TEAM TENNESSEE

Marines and Randy enlisted in the Army; both served in Vietnam. Submitted by Ginger Fondren, State Coordinator of TN and Group
In addition to receiving Leader of Team Tennessee

their quilts, Dick and
Randy were also honored
with the Vietnam War
50th Commemorative

Lapel Pin.

On November 1, the Southern Spring Retirement Community in
Spring Hill, TN, hosted a Quilts of Valor presentation in which
13 veterans were awarded their Quilts of Valor.
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NORTHEAST PA QUILTS OF VALOR

Photographs taken by Submitted by Becky Orlowski, Group Leader of Northeast PA Quilts of
group member, Rene. Valor

The Northeast PA Quilts of Valor held a presentation in
September at the Plains Township Pavilion in Plains Township,
PA, where eight veterans were honored with their Quilts of Valor.

HONORING A SPECIAL FRIEND
Submitted by Pat West, QOV member

I recently had the privilege of creating
and awarding a Quilt of Valor to a
remarkable man and dear friend. It was
my honor to present Randy B. with

this Quilt of Valor in recognition of his
service and his continued contributions
to the veteran community.

Randy B. of Enfield, CT is a dedicated
veteran who volunteers at the VA
Hospital in Newington, CT and at the
Suffield House in Suffield, CT. He

also participates in numerous events

honoring veterans—especially those Pictured left to right, first row: Michael L.; Navy, Doreen O’Brien L.,
of World War II. His ongoing commitment to supporting and Army; Gina S., Army; Lynn T, Army and Navy. Second row: Robert
uplifting fellow veterans truly embodies the spirit of service. C., Navy; Jim B., Air Force; John F., Marines; John K., Army

AWARDED THE COMMANDER OF POST #382
Submitted by Kathy Millbrand, Group Leader of Sew Happy Scrappers

On Sunday, November 22, 2025 at the American Legion Post #382 in St. Clair, Michigan, the Sew Happy
Scrappers QOV Group of Southeast Michigan, awarded the Post Commander with a Quilt of Valor. In
addition, we were honored to recognize him as a Vietnam Veteran for his service to our nation.

Following the ceremony, I received an email that truly touched my heart. His words, shared below,
offer inspiration and appreciation for all members of the Quilts of Valor Foundation and affirm the
importance of what we voluntarily choose to do for our Veterans.

I would like to express my most sincere appreciation for the Quilt I received last Sunday at American Legion Post 382 in

Saint Clair. It was a total surprise! In my past career, I was one who presented many awards to dedicated and deserving
persons. This act of appreciation for all those that are recognized for their "over and beyond" efforts, are the hallmarks of a
great organization. On behalf of all Veterans, let me say that an outstanding program by Quilts of Valor is that long awaited Welcome Home priceless gift. May
GOD Bless each and every one of you

- Bill L., Commander of the American Legion Post 382
December 2025 7
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Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314
2014: 17,373
2015: 18,772
2016: 19,051
2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375

2020: 22,775

* X X
2021: 29,302
2022: 31,707 * * *

2023: 37,063
2024: 38,029

Total: 434,018
(from date of first recorded award
through November 30, 2025)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence e Valuing service over self © Being accountable

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Sue Reich

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President

Jodi Inman, Vice President
Nancy Grigsby, Secretary

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member

Jon Neuhaus, Member

Chris Hamp, Member Development
Nancy Thomson, Member
Anna May Nauss, Member
Julie Dodds, Member

Kryste Wallen, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor

Barbara Vonada, Assistant Editor
Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Executive Staff

Kryste Wallen, Executive Director
kryste.wallen@qovf.org

Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director
kathy.jura@qovf.org

Staff

Barbara Vonada - adminassistant@qovf.org
Linda Duff - qovfstore@qovf.org
Stephanie Tinnirello - marketing@qovf.org
Teresa Nunn - membership@qovf.org
Billie Haines - accounting@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff

Crystal Farinella, Longarm Coordinator
LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Quilt Business Program - quilt.business@qovf.org
Suzanne DiCarlo, Information and Help Desk
Coordinator - info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program - uow@qovf.org

Newsletter

Do you have an article, idea, or
suggestion for Threads? Email it to
newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please
include photo release forms for all
submitted images.

Mailing Address

Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191

Winterset, [A 50273

For more information about QOVE,

go to QOVF.org

For more information about the Board of
Directors and how to contact your State
Coordinator go to qovf.org/about-qovf/
meet-us

Social Media
facebook.com/QOVFoundation
youtube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation
x.com/QOVFoundation
instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation
pinterest.com/qovf

Photos that appear in Threads are either
used with permission or are public
domain images. The editorial team makes
every effort to credit photographers.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.
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