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SEASON OF GRATITUDE
by Lexie Millikan

During this season of gratitude and
reflection, I want to take a moment to
express my heartfelt thanks for the
dedication, compassion, and support
you have shown throughout my tenure as
Executive Director. It has been an honor
to serve alongside such a remarkable

Lexie Millikan
Executive Director

community—one that selflessly gives its
time and talents to comfort and honor our
nation’s veterans and service members.

This year, Thanksgiving holds special significance for me, as it
marks the closing of a cherished chapter in my life, my departure
from the Quilts of Valor Foundation. While this is a bittersweet
farewell, I am filled with immense gratitude for the memories,
friendships, and collective accomplishments we have shared.

I recently traveled to South Korea as part of my own personal
quilting journey and had the privilege of meeting quilters from
around the world. As we shared our techniques and traditions,
I was able to talk about the QOVF mission, and it brought tears
to the eyes of the people around me. The work our members do
transcends countless boundaries and is felt by so many.

Change is a natural part of every organization’s growth, and [ am
delighted to welcome Kryste Wallen as QOVF’s next Executive
Director. She brings a wealth of experience, vision, and passion
for our mission, and I am confident the Foundation will continue
to flourish and touch even more lives under her leadership.

As we gather with loved ones this Thanksgiving, I am reminded
of the countless acts of kindness that define Quilts of Valor and
the profound impact we have made together. Thank you for
your trust, support, and commitment to the organization. I look
forward to witnessing Quilts of Valor’s continued success and
enduring legacy.

NOVEMBER 2025

* ok Sk ok ok

MESSAGE FROM KRYSTE

Hello everyone. I've had a busy start,

so many exciting things to learn and
experience. | appreciate your warm welcome
and hospitality. I've met some of you in
person, or virtually, and look forward to
meeting many more of you as we move
forward. Thank you for your service to this
mission to honor and heal our veterans.

Kryste Wallen
Incoming Executive
Director

On Veterans’ Day, I participated in a
quilting ceremony in Paducah, KY, at the
National Quilt Museum. Thank you to Nancy Cann from the
QOV-CKY group for welcoming me and teaching me the process.
It was very moving and a perfect way to spend the holiday. I am in
awe of the talent and dedication I see within the membership of
this organization. We are so fortunate to have your support. [ am

THANKFUL for you!

OPEN POSITIONS AT QOVF

Please visit the website to learn more about each position and
how to apply.

Current Open Facilitator Roles

National Training Facilitator

State/Area Mentor Facilitator(s)

One Nation, One Mission: Backlog, Red Dot, and Award
Ceremony Advisor Facilitator

QOVF Quilt Shop Facilitator

Current Board Committee Positions

Strategic Planning Committee
Development Committee
Quilt Industry Committee
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Every Gift Helps Us Award A Quilt of Valor To Another Deserving Veteran

At Quilts of Valor Foundation, every quilt awarded is a tangible expression of gratitude and
comfort. You can support our mission in many ways: Every Quilt of Valor is more than fabric
and thread—it is a heartfelt thank-you to the men and women who have served our nation.
Behind every award stands a community of generous donors and volunteers who make this
mission possible.

There are many meaningful ways to support Quilts of Valor Foundation:
Monthly Giving: Small recurring gifts add up to big impact, providing a steady foundation
for quilt-making and shipping year-round.

401(k) /IRA Distributions: For donors age 70%2+, a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) from your retirement plan is a simple, tax-wise way to give.

End-of-Year Giving: As the year draws to a close, consider making your 2025 tax-deductible
donation before December 31.

Tribute Gifts: Honor a loved one, veteran, or friend by making a gift in their name.

Corporate & Workplace Giving: Many employers match donations, doubling or even tri-
pling your impact. Every contribution, whether financial or in-kind, helps us cover another
veteran with comfort, gratitude, and healing.

Together, we can ensure that no veteran is left without this expression of gratitude.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Kathy Jura at Kathy.,jura@qovf.org,

HONOR A VETERAN THROUGH THE QOVF GENERATIONS
OF SERVICE CAMPAIGN

Pay tribute to the service members and veterans in your life by making a gift

to the Generations of Service campaign. Your contribution supports the
Quilts of Valor Foundation mission to bring comfort and healing to those

touched by war—while recognizing a special veteran or service member in *GENERATIONS OF SERVICE »

your own family or community. Hapor a Service Mesmber ar Veternn % v QOV.org/ generations

About Generations of Service
Generations of Service is a virtual photo album that commemorates the
service and sacrifice of our nation’s heroes.

How You Can Participate

Make a Donation: With a minimum gift of $100, you can honor your veteran or service member by featuring their photo, branch of
service, and service dates in the Generations of Service gallery. Donations can be made online.

Spread the Word: Help raise awareness by sharing the Generations of Service campaign with your friends, family, and community on
social media.
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PARTNERS CORNER
Check out AccuQuilt FREE Live Virtual Events. Don't miss your

chance to join in and learn from the best!

AQS QuiltWeek 2026 American
Mark your calendars for AQS I:_—}EU:“TI =
uiltWeek 2026! Soclety

In honor of our Nation’s 250th Birthday and in recognition of
your dedication to the Quilts of Valor Foundation mission, your
QOVF Group received a commemorative Northcott panel. Now,

the QOVF SQ Centennial Committee is thrilled to make the

following announcement!

The 2026 American Quilters Society QuiltWeek will feature a
special QOVF exhibit at five national shows and we’d love to
showcase four quilts made with the Northcott panel created by
our talented QOVF groups.

To be considered for the exhibit, please send a photo of your
completed quilt to sue.reich@qovf.org by December 31, 2025.

Selected quilts will travel to:

¢ Daytona Beach, FL * Grand Rapids, MI

¢ Columbus, OH
* New England

¢ Paducah, KY

After the final show, your quilt will be returned to you.

We can’t wait to see your creativity as we honor this historic
birthday together! Please direct your questions to America250@
govf.org, and a member of the Committee will respond to you.

Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 2026

Start Planning and register today for the 2026 Original Sewing &
Quilt Expo.

Exclusive QOV/Authentically American Items
Purchase the QOV logo hat and

exclusive socks from Authentically
American, a veteran-owned apparel
company. The socks feature the QOVF
2025 Block of the Year, Log Cabin,
and the 2024 Block of the Year, Ohio
Star, in support of the Quilts of Valor
Foundation. Made in the USA from
high-quality North Carolina cotton, these
items are available in limited quantities.

Janome 3160 Quilts of Valor edition sewing machine!

This fantastic machine comes with a
quilting attachment kit that includes

o . both a free-motion quilting foot and
"-'-;1‘" a walking foot. Take advantage of
g """ this great option for your quilting

projects! Click here to purchase a

3160QO0OV edition sewing machine.

MerryStockings Military
Bears Kit Series

Celebrate service with

the MerryStockings Military
featuring: Navy, Coast Guard, Space Force, Marine, Army, and
Air Force Bears. Each kit includes a stamped felt pattern, 5 mm
cupped sequins, beads, DMC embroidery floss, needles, and
full-color instructions. When finished, each bear stands 5" tall.
You can even personalize your bear by adding a soldier’s name

to the back.

Purchase Quilts of Valor
Thread Sets and Quilt Kits
from Connecting Threads

Quilts of Valor Thread Set
MasterPiece 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor

So Fine! 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor

Basics Traverse Quilts Of Valor Red White Blue Cotton Quilt Kit

QUILTS OF VALDR

Thank-You Cards by Deborah
Fisher

This set of four thank-you cards,
designed by artist Deborah Fisher,
celebrates the 2024 QOVF Block

of the Year—the Ohio Star—and
features messages of gratitude on the
front. Each set includes one of each
design. Purchase your set today.

Purchase Your 12 Quilts of
Valor Pack Made by Villa Rosa

Designs!

Villa Rosa Designs created a pack of
12 patterns that perfectly align with
the Quilts of Valor standards, making
your creations not just beautiful, but
also meaningful. The pack of patterns
can be purchased through the QOVF

Shop on our website.

Keystone Carving offers Hard
Maple and Solid Cherry American-
made wooden Quilters Clappers.
If you're interested in purchasing

a QOV Clapper for your QOV
Group or your own sewing room,
click here.

continued on page 3
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MEMBER ONLY SPECIALS
1. Collaboration with MJ Kinman

This beautiful pattern, designed by

M]J Kinman, pays tribute to the many
men and women awarded the Purple
Heart medal. Originally introduced

as “Annie”—in honor of the first woman
to receive a Purple Heart—the “Honor
& Courage” pattern was resized to meet
Quilts of Valor® requirements. QOVF
Members can enjoy an exclusive 20%
discount on both the Pattern and Fabric
Kit. The discount code is available in the Members-Only Specials
section of the Member Dashboard. The coupon code expires December
31, 2025. For more details about this collaboration and M]’s design

inspiration, be sure to check out page 4 of the January Threads

Newsletter.

2. Special Legit Kits Members-Only Discount

QOVF Members can enjoy an exclusive discount from Legit Kits
on the “Land of the Free” Kit, Pattern, and Fabric Packs. A 10% off
coupon code is available in the Members-Only Specials section of

the Member Dashboard.

3. Fons & Porter’s Love of Quilting Partnership

Our partners at Fons & Porter offer QOVF Members an exclusive
subscription deal to Love of Quilting. Subscribe today for just $15—a
savings of 75% off the cover price. The discount link is available in
the Members-Only Specials section of the Member Dashboard.

REMEMBRANCE WREATHS THROUGH WREATHS
ACROSS AMERICA

For more than 30 years, Wreaths Across America brings together
volunteers across the country each December to lay wreaths on
the graves of our nation’s heroes. This year, National Wreaths
Across America Day on Saturday, December 13, 2025.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation invites members, volunteers,

and supporters to participate in our shared mission to honor and
comfort those who have served. You can sponsor a remembrance
wreath, volunteer on Wreaths Day, or encourage family and
friends to take part in this act of remembrance.

QOV.

QUILTS OF VALOR

WREATHS

HOTOSS ——

AMERICA

QOVF ANNUAL NATIONAL BLOCK
Submitted by Nancy Cann

This has been a very successful year for block donations. I have
seen the names of new donors, we welcome you to Quilts of
Valor block drive, and old friends who donate faithfully every
year. We appreciate all of you and the blocks and quilt tops you
donate. With nearly 3000 blocks donated annually, this provides
an additional 100 quilt tops to support our groups working
continually to cover our veterans with their Quilt of Valor.
Thank you Block Donors for that support.

To our ever working Quilts of Valor groups, we have recently
secured this year’s funding for shipping these blocks to

support your efforts. If you would like to receive blocks please
email blockdrive@qovf.org to request the number of blocks you
want; assume 30 blocks will make one quilt top. There isn’t a
limit to how many blocks you can request however if the number
of requests is high I will try to insure all requests receive some

blocks.

As with all things, the cost of shipping has increased and we
have limited funds to cover this. If you are able to help cost share
the expense of shipping you can make a donation to the Maggie
Klenke NB shipping fund. Your donation can be made via group
funds transfer or by mailing a check to the Winterset office. Be
sure to include a note directing your donation to the Maggie
Klenke NB shipping fund. We lost Maggie very recently and
would like to honor her commitment to Quilts of Valor through
this program. Any individual or group reading this is invited to
make a donation. Maggie supported the National block drive
and funded the block shipping for two years. Thank you for your
support.

Be sure to be on the look out for the new 2026 QOVF National
Block, currently scheduled to be released January 1, 2026.

HONORED BY HEART 2 HEART QUILT GROUP
Submitted by Liz George, member of Heart 2 Heart Quilt Group

Heart 2 Heart was honored to award six veterans during a
ceremony at American Legion Post 86 in Overgaard, Arizona. The
recipients, representing three branches of the military, included
from left to right: Stefanie S. - U.S. Air Force; Pamela P. - U.S.
Air Force; Cynthia F. - U.S. Air Force; Sue P. - U.S. Army;
Delmas R. - U.S. Navy; and John H. - U.S. Navy.

It was a true privilege to honor these veterans and recognize their

service to our community.
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QUILTS OF VALOR:
COUNTDOWN TO AMERICA250

We collaborated with the National Quilt Museum in Paducah, KY, on a special
exhibition featuring twelve Quilts of Valor created by our members, to
commemorate the Countdown to America250—the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. Visit the National Quilt Museum
to view this collection, on display through December 30, 2025.

N ATIONAL

Nw QOV.
QUILTS OF VALOR

QUILT MUSEUM @@
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SHAKEY'S HILL
Submitted by Suzanne DiCarlo, Group Leader of Stitchin’ Angels and
State Coordinator of Texas

Have you ever been part of a group that touched you deeply? 1

have actively been involved with QOVF for nearly 20 years. On
October 3, 2025, I had the honor and privilege to award quilts to
15 Veterans in Grand Saline, TX. These Veterans were members of
the U.S. Army’s 5th Battalion/7th Cavalry Regiment. They gather
every odd year in a small Texas town on one of the group’s 100-acre
cattle ranches.

In 1970, Bravo Company was one of the first troops ordered
into Cambodia during the Vietnam War. Their orders from the
President were to locate command centers, supply depots, and
weapon caches. They succeeded by locating the largest cache of
the war, 200 tons of ammo, and 2,000 weapons at the cost of

15 lives in one day. There’s a YouTube documentary, “Shakey’s
Hill,” about their bravery and courage. They shut down that area
of Cambodia, saving countless lives. They quickly learned that you must bond together to survive and adopt a 'them-or-us' mentality.
You became close to people, shared things, and talked to the man upstairs a lot. They spent four more weeks before returning to
Vietnam. Airlifted out after securing the caches back to a base for a “3-day rest” - a first chance to relax, eat hot food (not rations), and
shower, even though they were cold. Back home, we could not imagine what our young troops were experiencing.

Meeting and honoring them was special to me because my 18-year-old brother was there during this time. Seeing their camaraderie

and deep affection for each other reinforces to me why the Quilts of Valor Foundation's mission is so important. They came back
unwelcome. Wrapping each of them in their Quilts of Valor® will remain one of the most touching things I've done over twenty years.
One quilt was a motorcycle panel. I asked the Veteran if he liked motorcycles and he said no, but one of his buddies there rode a Harley.
I switched their quilts, and everyone was very happy.

All those lives we touch daily have given us the freedom we enjoy today. For me, I guess, since I was 13 when my brother went to
Vietnam, these will always touch my heart the most because [ lived through their coming home as a family member. I witnessed the
physical and mental torment they still go through so Veterans lending an ear, offering a hug, is so meaningful to watch.

As the Veterans all tell us, those who answered the call did it with great courage in the face of great danger and sacrifice. Shakey’s Hill
is named after one of Bravo Co., who did not come home. He was an 18-year-old who made it to the top of the hill first and said, “I
found it”, only to be shot by the enemy. They all deserve our country’s respect and gratitude. As do those who continue to answer our
country’s call to duty today in tremendous danger and sacrifice. I know they will always have mine.

The QOVF mission is healing for Service Members and Veterans. But it is also healing for those who make, wrap, and are involved with
our work. It touches so many lives. Thank you for what you do!

LAST SURVIVING CODE TALKER FROM VIETNAM

Submitted by Colleen Sain, North Carolina State Coordinator

When Kirsta and Marty, both members of Vets to Vets, learned
about a remarkable veteran, the last known surviving Code Talker
from the Vietnam War, they knew he deserved something truly
special. They brought the nomination to their group leader, Tori,
who immediately set to work designing a quilt that would honor
him and Colleen Sain had the privilege of longarming it.

When the quilt was presented, the veteran called to share that as he gazed at the quilt, he saw all of his Vietnam brothers standing beside
him. A PowWow, a ceremonial walk around the circle, was conducted with all the attending veterans. Though he didn’t recall every step,
he remembered kneeling at the end and kissing the ground.

He stated that receiving the quilt lifted a burden he had carried since Vietnam. He was overjoyed that Colleen was the one to present his
Quilt of Valor. It was an emotional and unforgettable day that no one will ever forget.
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AWARD CEREMONIES OF NORTHEAST PA QOV
Submitted by Becky Orlowski, Group Leader of Northeast PA QOV

Jerry G., a U.S. Army veteran, and James G., a U.S. Air Force veteran,
both who served during the Vietnam War, were awarded their Quilts
of Valor during a ceremony held at the monthly meeting of the
Pennsylvania Quilters at St. Maria Goretti Church in Laflin, PA. The
presentation was made by members of the Northeast PA QOV group.

When reflecting on his time in the military, Jerry described it as a
true brotherhood, one where everyone looked out for each other and
the bonds they formed made them lifelong brothers.

James shared that he “made many wonderful friends in the Air
Force.” While stationed at Mountain Home Air Force Base in Idaho,
he learned to fish, waterski, and ski with his fellow servicemen.

He added that joining the Air Force was one of the best decisions

he ever made, as the experiences and camaraderie he gained were
unforgettable.

Jerry’s Quilt of Valor marked the 200th award presented by the
Northeast PA QOV group.

SANTA FE QOV GROUP CELEBRATING A MILESTONE
Submitted by by Linda Robinson, New Mexico State Coordinator and
member of the Northern New Mexico Quilt Guild - QOV Group

The Santa Fe QOV Group was honored to recognize Bernie A. on
Tuesday, October 21, 2025, just days before his 100th birthday on
October 26. Bernie proudly served in the United States Air Force as
a fighter pilot during World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam. Twenty-five
guests attended to celebrate Bernie’s milestone birthday and to honor
his remarkable service.

The event, known as TUGAN3, represents the Santa Fe veterans’
“Tuesday Gang,” which meets on the third Tuesday of each month.
Founded in the early 2000s by Billie Russell, a combat medic in
Vietnam, the group offers local veterans an opportunity to gather for
lunch, share stories, and build camaraderie.

The Northern New Mexico Quilt Guild QOV Group awarded its first
Quilt of Valor in 2018, with Bernie Armstrong among the very first
recipients. Since then, the group has presented 93 Quilts of Valor to
veterans in the Tuesday Gang.

Jean Callaghan, NNMQG
QOV CGroup Leader, and Liz
Rickert presenting Bernie with
a certificate recognizing his
2018 Quilt of Valor award and
expressing appreciation for his
service to our country.

Bernie Armstrong seated on the
left, alongside his son, Blane
Armstrong, with Billie Russell
standing behind Bernie.

Submitted by Becky Orlowski, Group
Leader of Northeast PA QOV

Charles R., a Korean War Air Force
veteran, was awarded his Quilt of
Valor during a ceremony held at
Harvey’s Lake American Legion. The
presentation was made by several
members of the Northeast PA QOV
group, honoring his service and
sacrifice.

Pictured left to right:
Jerry G. and James G.

YAKIMA QOV HONORING AT THE VFW
Submitted by Mary Turley, Group Member of Yakima QOV
Photographs were taken by Rene, a group member of Yakima QOV

On October 17, 2025,
Washington State’s Yakima
QOV group was honored
to wrap five veterans at

the VFW. The recipients
were Tim - Army National
Guard; John - Navy and
Washington Air National
Guard; Steven - Army;
Ralph - Army Reserves; and Derald - Army.

Family and friends gathered to celebrate the occasion. Following
the quilt presentations, John, Steven, Ralph, and Derald were also
awarded their Vietnam Commemorative Lapel Pin. The audience
responded with a standing ovation as Dan, a QOV member and
Vietnam veteran himself, proudly presented the pins.
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CELEBRATING OUR COMMUNITY: ONE NATION
ONE MISSION
Submitted by Lauri Leirdahl, Board President

As Quilts of Valor members, we belong to a community of people
who are committed to making a difference one quilt award at a

time. What started as a dream of one person, Catherine Roberts,
moved into a grassroots movement and has now grown to over
11,000 members making and awarding over 30,000 quilts a year! Our
members are in all fifty states. Like the service members and veterans,
we serve, our members move across the country frequently. We are
fortunate to have technology enabling us to communicate with one
another despite our geographical diversity. Friendships are formed,
and bonds are created that last a lifetime. We truly are One Nation
with One Mission. This truth reinforces the community of our
members helping one another fulfill our Mission. We share resources,
skills, and experiences. One dream, One team! Our Members are our
unsung heroes. I am very thankful for the countless volunteer hours
you spend in the furtherance of our Mission.

The Foundation is committed to empowering our members with
the resources, training and tools needed to be successful leaders
and stewards of our Core Values and our Mission. The Member
Dashboard on our website has been updated with resources added
to help with quilt making, award presentation, fundraising, grant
writing, and financial responsibilities and reimbursements. In
conjunction, the Policies and Procedures committee has spent

the past several months working on refining and revising the four
current s with the goal of providing clarity and reducing duplicity.
We are very pleased to have brought all four manuals back into one!
There is also an appendix with forms and resources. Together, the
Member Dashboard and the Policy and Procedures Manual provide
the framework and resources we need to be a unified and informed
community equipped to fulfill our shared Mission.

All of our members have knowledge, skills, talents and ideas that
enable the Foundation’s success. We see examples of it every day,
in award presentations, news articles, group meetings, sewing days,
Board meetings, committee meetings and in the calls and emails
shared amongst us. I encourage you to review the open positions
section on the website. There you will find open opportunities in
leadership roles, such as State and District coordinators, National
Training Facilitator, State Coordinator Mentor Facilitator, and
One Nation, One Mission backlog and award ceremony Facilitator.
Committees such as Strategic planning committee working in three
different teams (Office, Operations and Membership), Under our
Wings, and Development. Special ad hoc committees such as the
Semiquincentennial, or as we call it, the SQ committee, and the
upcoming half million quilt award and celebration committee. These
leadership and committee opportunities give all of us a voice in the
Foundation.

[ am very thankful for Quilts of Valor. I am grateful for the
opportunity given to us to make a difference in the lives of those who
we award quilts. [ am humbled by the people I meet who make these
awards possible. We stand on the shoulders of those that came before
us, and it is our duty to carry that forward. Recruiting new members
into our community to continue the legacy we have created. To
safeguard our Foundation ensuring those that come after us are able
to continue our Mission. I am honored to serve alongside each and
every one of you.

A HUNTING EXPERIENCE WITH QUILTS OF VALOR
Submitted by Jenny Vass, member of Crossroads Quilters
Photographs by HEROs Outdoors and Hunting with Heros

This fall, Crossroads Quilters of Casper, Wyoming, answered an
extraordinary call to service. Two nonprofit organizations, Hunting
with Heroes Wyoming and HEROS Outdoors, invited 25 disabled
veterans from across the country to experience a memorable hunting
trip in Wyoming. Their vision included presenting each veteran with
a Quilt of Valor, making it an even more memorable experience.

With only 15 members, Crossroads Quilters faced a monumental
challenge: creating 25 quilts for visiting veterans, plus 47 more for
local honorees. Recognizing the scale of the task, we reached out to
Sheri "Samy" Owens, Pacific Northwest Regional Coordinator, for
guidance. In February 2025, Samy sent out an email request and the
response was nothing short of inspiring and overwhelming.

Throughout the year, 25 quilts arrived from generous quilters across
the nation:

¢ Kathy Dye & Chris Wolf, Nebraska Panhandle Blocks - Alliance, NE
¢ Phyllis Schoenhola, Nebraska Piecemakers - Ohiowa, NE

¢ Giannine O'Connor, Patriotic Piecers - Post Falls, ID

¢ Bonnie Hamlett, Canyon County Idaho QOV - Huston, ID

¢ Madonna Rabatin - Burke, VA

¢ Maureen Orr Eldrod, Oregon District Coordinator - Portland, OR
¢ Margie Rahr, Magic Valley QOV - Hansen, 1D

¢ Connie Emmen, QOV Quiltmakers - Boise, ID

¢ Cheryl Homme, Forget-Me-Not Quilters of Alaska - Palmer, AK

¢ Sherry Houser, Stars and Stripes Olympia - Lacey, WA

¢ Bobby Sandford, Pieceful Posse QOV - Eugene, OR

On September 13th and 20th, we presented these quilts. The
ceremonies were filled with emotion. We saw tears and received lots
of thank you’s and hugs.

To every quilter who contributed: your generosity made this mission
possible. You helped us wrap our Veteran heroes. Thank you for
being part of this unforgettable tribute.
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COLUMBINE QUILT
GUILD'S QUILTS OF
VALOR HONORING SPC.
MIKE 1

Submitted by Peggy Rogers, Group
Leader of Columbine Quilt Guild

On October 11th, the Columbine
Quilt Guild's Quilts of Valor hosted
a ceremony in Black Hawk to honor
Spc. Mike 1, a proud U.S. Army

veteran whose service spanned the

height of the Cold War (1959-1962).

Mike began his military career at Duncanville Air Force Base with
the 4th Missile Battalion, guarding underground missile sites. He was
later deployed to Stuttgart, Germany, where he stood watch over the
Berlin Wall and helped protect East Germans defecting to the West.
Mike earned three promotions and was awarded the Good Conduct

Medal.

Though offered a path to officer training, Mike chose instead

to pursue higher education, earning an engineering degree after

his honorable discharge. He remains connected to the veteran
community, as a member of the Gilpin County VFW and American
Legion, having served as Commander for many years. To this day, he
considers his time in the Army his greatest honor.

Nearly 30 family members and close friends attended the ceremony.
His grandchildren and great-grandchildren wore matching tshirts
that read, "My favorite veteran is my Grandpa."

NEW GROUP IN
NORTHEAST OHIO
MAKES FIRST QUILT
AWARD PRESENTATION

Submitted by Brenda Scinto, Group

Leader of Stitchin' Witches

We're thrilled to share a
milestone moment for the
Stitchin' Witches of Northeast
Ohio! As the newly appointed
group leader, I, alongside my
coleader Dawn Bailey, made
our very first Quilt of Valor
presentation.

Thanks to the generous

donation of five quilts from Sue

McGartland of Mesa, Arizona,

we were able to present our

inaugural quilts to two deserving

veterans: Air Force Veteran

Jacob G. (abowe, right) and Army

Veteran Daniel C. (right)

It’s a great beginning for our
group, and we’re proud to

recognize these heroes for their
service and sacrifice. We're grateful for the support that made

these presentations possible, proof that when quilters unite,

incredible things happen.

QOV AWARD TO COMMANDER
SCOTT W.

Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl, member of
Grateful Quilters of Ohio Group

Commander Scott W. of Sagamore Hills,
Ohio, was awarded a Quilt of Valor on
Sunday, October 12, 2025, surrounded by
family and friends. The presentation was
conducted by volunteers from the Grateful
Quilters of Ohio group.

Scott proudly served in the U.S. Navy for 24
years, from 1982 to 2006. Throughout his

military career, he held many roles, but his

favorite assighment was serving aboard a ship.

QUILT OF VALOR
PRESENTATION
Submitted by Sharon Moran,
Member of Stitches of West

Brandywine

During a recent Women's
Breakfast gathering, a Quilt of
Valor was presented to Suzanne
J., a U.S. Army veteran who
served as a nurse during the

Vietnam War in 1969.

KOREAN VETERAN
AWARDED BY SEW
HAPPY SCRAPPERS
Submitted by Kathy Millbrand,
Group Leader of Sew Happy
Scrappers

On a beautiful fall day in
Michigan, William H., a
Korean War veteran, was
awarded a Quilt of Valor.
Surrounded by his loving
family, everyone present
understood how much this
honor meant to him.

At 96 years old, William is
truly an inspiration—his love
for his family, his military
service, and his country
made this a beautiful and
memorable event to witness.

November 2025

9



@@

QUILTS OF VALOR

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314
2014: 17,373
2015: 18,772
2016: 19,051
2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375

2020: 22,775
2021: 29,302
2022: 31,707
2023: 37,063
2024: 38,029

2025: 25,760
Total: 427,121

(from date of first recorded award
through October 31, 2025)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence e Valuing service over self © Being accountable

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Sue Reich

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President

Jodi Inman, Vice President
Nancy Grigsby, Secretary

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member

Jon Neuhaus, Member

Chris Hamp, Member Development
Nancy Thomson, Member
Anna May Nauss, Member
Julie Dodds, Member

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor

Barbara Vonada, Assistant Editor
Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Executive Staff

Kryste Wallen, Incoming Executive Director
kryste.wallen@qovf.org

Lexie Millikan, Outgoing Executive Director
lexie.millikan@qovf.org

Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director
kathy.jura@qovf.org

Staff

Barbara Vonada - adminassistant@qovf.org
Linda Duff - qovfstore@qovf.org
Stephanie Tinnirello - marketing@qovf.org
Teresa Nunn - membership@qovf.org
Billie Haines - accounting@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff

Crystal Farinella, Longarm Coordinator
LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Quilt Business Program - quilt.business@qovf.org
Suzanne DiCarlo, Information and Help Desk
Coordinator - info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program - uow@qovf.org

Newsletter

Do you have an article, idea, or
suggestion for Threads? Email it to
newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please
include photo release forms for all
submitted images.

Mailing Address

Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191

Winterset, [A 50273

For more information about QOVE,

go to QOVF.org

For more information about the Board of
Directors and how to contact your State
Coordinator go to qovf.org/about-qovf/
meet-us

Social Media
facebook.com/QOVFoundation
youtube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation
x.com/QOVFoundation
instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation
pinterest.com/qovf

Photos that appear in Threads are either
used with permission or are public
domain images. The editorial team makes
every effort to credit photographers.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.
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