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OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS AND 
LOOKING AHEAD
by Lexie Millikan

 
As we move into the heart of autumn, I 

am filled with gratitude for the dedication 

and warmth that each of you brings to 

our mission. October has been a month 

of celebration, progress, and exciting 

transitions for the QOVF community.

One of my favorite moments this 

month was the large outdoor 

Quilts of Valor award ceremony 

held at the American Legion in 

Edgewater, Florida. It was my 

privilege to attend and honor 

these incredible veterans, each 

of whom has given so much 

in service to our nation. As 

you all know, our award ceremonies offer a heartfelt reminder 

of why we do what we do: to wrap our veterans and service 

members in comforting and healing Quilts of Valor. Lots of 

tears flowed, and many extra hugs were given! My sincere thanks 

to the American Legion for hosting us and to the volunteers 

who ensured that each quilt was presented with the dignity and 

respect our recipients deserve.

I am also thrilled to announce 

that the Northcott 250 QOVF 

commemorative quilt panel 

will be available for purchase 

on our website next week. 

Our first round of preorders 

sold out quickly! This special 

panel, designed to celebrate 

Northcott’s 250th anniversary, 

offers our members and 

supporters a unique 

opportunity to create beautiful 

quilts that also commemorate special anniversary years for the 

country and for QOVF. Your support through these purchases 

directly helps us continue our mission.

Finally, I am delighted to introduce our incoming Executive 

Director, Kryste Wallen. Kryste brings a wealth of experience, 

passion, and vision to this role, and I am confident she will lead 

QOVF to new heights. Please join me in welcoming Kryste to 

our community; I look forward to supporting her as she carries 

our mission forward.

We will soon surpass 425,000 Quilts of Valor awarded, made 

by our members across the country. Our membership is as 

strong and active as ever, with 11,308 individuals contributing 

to the QOV mission! Thank you all for your unwavering 

commitment to honoring our nation’s heroes. Together, we 

continue to make a difference, one quilt at a time. It has been 

a pleasure working with and getting to know all of you during 

my time with the foundation. 

OCTOBER 2025
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Lexie Millikan

Executive Director
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PARTNERS CORNER 

Check out AccuQuilt FREE Live Virtual Events. Don't miss your 

chance to join in and learn from the best!

AQS QuiltWeek 2026

Mark your calendars for AQS QuiltWeek 2026!

2025 Original Sewing & Quilt Expo

Detroit–Novi, MI – Nov. 6 - 8 

For further details and to register, click here. Start planning now 

– 2026 Expo dates are available.

Exclusive QOV/Authentically American Items

Purchase the QOV logo hat and 

exclusive socks from Authentically 

American, a veteran-owned apparel 

company. The socks feature the QOVF 

2025 Block of the Year, Log Cabin, 

and the 2024 Block of the Year, Ohio 

Star, in support of the Quilts of Valor 

Foundation. Made in the USA from 

high-quality North Carolina cotton, these 

items are available in limited quantities. 

Purchase Quilts of Valor  

Thread Sets and Quilt Kits  

from Connecting Threads

Quilts of Valor Thread Set 

MasterPiece 5 Spool Set - 

Quilts of Valor 

So Fine! 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor 

Basics Traverse Quilts Of Valor Red White Blue Cotton Quilt Kit

Janome 3160 Quilts of Valor edition sewing machine! 

This fantastic machine comes with a 

quilting attachment kit that includes 

both a free-motion quilting foot and 

a walking foot. Take advantage of 

this great option for your quilting 

projects! Click here to purchase a 

3160QOV edition sewing machine.

Keystone Carving offers Hard Maple 

and Solid Cherry American-made 

wooden Quilters Clappers. If you’re 

interested in purchasing a QOV 

Clapper for your QOV Group or your 

own sewing room, click here.

Purchase Your 12 Quilts of Valor 

Pack Made by Villa Rosa Designs!

Villa Rosa Designs created a pack of 12 

patterns that perfectly align with the 

Quilts of Valor standards, making your 

creations not just beautiful, but also 

meaningful. The pack of patterns can be 

purchased through the QOVF Shop on 

our website.

MerryStockings Military 

Bears Kit Series 

Celebrate service with 

the MerryStockings Military 

Bears Kit Collection, 

featuring: Navy, Coast Guard, Space Force, Marine, Army, and Air 

Force Bears. Each kit includes a stamped felt pattern, 5 mm cupped 

sequins, beads, DMC embroidery floss, needles, and full-color 

instructions. When finished, each bear stands 5" tall. You can even 

personalize your bear by adding a soldier’s name to the back.

QOVF Thank-You Cards by 

Deborah Fisher

This set of four Thank You cards, 

designed by artist Deborah Fisher, 

celebrates the 2024 QOVF Block of 

the Year—the Ohio Star—and features 

messages of gratitude on the front. 

Each set includes one of each design. 

Purchase your set today.

Member Only Specials  

Collaboration with MJ Kinman

This beautiful pattern, designed by 

MJ Kinman, pays tribute to the many 

men and women  awarded the Purple 

Heart medal. Originally introduced 

as “Annie”—in honor of the first 

woman to receive a Purple Heart—

the “Honor & Courage” pattern 

was resized to meet Quilts of Valor® 

requirements.  QOVF Members can enjoy an exclusive 20% 

discount on both the Pattern and Fabric Kit. The discount code 

is available in the Members-Only Specials section of the Member 

Dashboard. The coupon code expires December 31, 2025. For more 

details about this collaboration and MJ’s design inspiration, be 

sure to check out page 4 of the January Threads Newsletter.

Special Legit Kits Members-Only Discount 

QOVF Members can enjoy an exclusive discount from Legit Kits 

on the “Land of the Free” Kit, Pattern, and Fabric Packs. A 10% off 

coupon code is available in the Members-Only Specials section of 

the Member Dashboard.

Fons & Porter’s Love of Quilting Partnership 

Our partners at Fons & Porter offer QOVF Members an exclusive 

subscription deal to Love of Quilting. Subscribe today for just $15—a 

savings of 75% off the cover price. The discount link is available in 

the Members-Only Specials section of the Member Dashboard.

https://www.accuquilt.com/events?limit=15
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/homepage
https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events
https://www.qovf.org/product/qovf-baseball-caps
https://www.qovf.org/product/log-cabin-socks-by-authentically-american-copy
https://www.qovf.org/product/log-cabin-socks-by-authentically-american-copy
https://www.qovf.org/product/authentically-american-ohio-star-socks
https://www.qovf.org/product/authentically-american-ohio-star-socks
https://www.connectingthreads.com/quilts-of-valor-thread-set/p/21541
https://www.connectingthreads.com/masterpiece-5-spool-set-quilts-of-valor/p/N8431
https://www.connectingthreads.com/masterpiece-5-spool-set-quilts-of-valor/p/N8431
https://www.connectingthreads.com/so-fine-5-spool-set-quilts-of-valor/p/N8433
https://www.connectingthreads.com/basics-traverse-quilts-of-valor-red-white-blue-cotton-quilt-kit/p/N4386
https://www.janome.com/product/3160qov
https://www.keystonecarvingllc.com/qov
https://www.qovf.org/product/new-villa-rosa-designs-12-quilts-of-valor-pattern-pack
https://www.qovf.org/product/new-villa-rosa-designs-12-quilts-of-valor-pattern-pack
https://merrystockings.com/military-bear-series
https://merrystockings.com/military-bear-series
https://www.qovf.org/product/ohio-star-set-of-4-notecards/
https://www.qovf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/QOVFNewsletter_Jan2025.pdf
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UPDATE ON QOVF'S CELEBRATION OF OUR NATION'S 250TH BIRTHDAY

At the end of October, the QOVF/Northcott Semiquincentennial quilt panels will be 

sent to the 700+ QOV Group Leaders. This panel is a gift of gratitude for your dedication 

in supporting the mission of QOV. It was made possible by a generous donation from 

a member of the QOVF Board of Directors and your QOVF BOD. Many thanks to the 

Quilts of Valor Group of Central Kentucky, under the direction of Nancy Cann, for 

volunteering to cut and mail the panels. 

The Quilts of Valor store, both online and at our office location in Winterset, will be 

selling additional panels. The panels will sell for $10.99 each. The s+h charge is $7.95 

regardless of the number of panels you order. Initially, there are a limited number of 

panels available with another large delivery expected in January. So, order early! 

PLEASE NOTE: Panels with the QOVF logo will only be available through QOVF. 

In celebration of America 250, the American Quilters Society has requested a Quilts 

of Valor exhibit to travel with the 5 “Red, White and Blue” AQS shows for 2026. Four 

panel quilts are to be included in the exhibit. We would like you to submit a photo of 

your finished quilt by December 31, 2025 to America250@qovf.org. Members of the 

SQ Centennial committee will choose the four quilts to be included in the traveling 

AQS/QOV exhibit. Please share your SQ Centennial quilts for an online Show’n Tell 

throughout our Semiquincentennial year of 2026. 

Also, important to note, our QOVF staff created a “Happy 250th Birthday” Award 

Certificate, available on the members’ section of the website. They are also updating the 

QOVF labels on Spoonflower to signify this historic moment in our nation’s history. 

Thank you for all you do for QOVF,

QOVF SQ Centennial Committee

REMEMBRANCE WREATHS THROUGH WREATHS ACROSS 
AMERICA

For more than 30 years, Wreaths Across America brings together 

volunteers across the country each December to lay wreaths on the 

graves of our nation’s heroes. This year, we observe National Wreaths 

Across America Day on Saturday, December 13, 2025.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation invites members, volunteers, and 

supporters to participate in our shared mission to honor and comfort 

those who have served. You can sponsor a remembrance wreath, 

volunteer on Wreaths Day, or encourage family and friends to take 

part in this act of remembrance.

IT'S OFFICIAL 
Submitted by Sheila Gordon, Arkansas State Coordinator

On September 20, Sue 

Anderson and her dedicated 

team from River Valley Stars 

Quilts of Valor honored four 

veterans in a ceremony held at 

the office of Mayor Kinslow. 

In a gesture of support, Mayor 

Kinslow proclaimed the day as 

Quilts of Valor Recognition 

Day.

Serving multiple counties 

across Arkansas, Sue and her 

team consistently rise to meet 

the needs of veterans in their 

region. Their commitment 

extends beyond their immediate 

area, as they frequently assist 

other QOV groups and support statewide efforts whenever possible. 

In every sense of the word, they embody the spirit of teamwork and 

service.

It is a true privilege to collaborate with such a passionate and reliable 

group

mailto:america250%40qovf.org?subject=
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/171633/Overview
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/171633/Overview
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QUILTS OF VALOR: 

COUNTDOWN TO AMERICA250 

We collaborated with the National Quilt Museum in Paducah, KY, on a special 

exhibition featuring twelve Quilts of  Valor created by our members, to 

commemorate the Countdown to America250�the 250th anniversary of  the 

signing of  the Declaration of  Independence. Visit the National Quilt Museum 

to view this collection, on display through December 30, 2025. 

https://quiltmuseum.org/quilts-of-valor-countdown-to-america250/
https://quiltmuseum.org/quilts-of-valor-countdown-to-america250/
https://quiltmuseum.org/quilts-of-valor-countdown-to-america250/


October 2025 5

EXCITING MEMBER NEWS – UPDATED MARKETING MATERIALS! 

We’ve revamped our brochures and now offer Rack Cards that members can order—

perfect for showcasing our history and providing information about Quilts of Valor® 

to supporters and fellow members.

As a reminder, the Order Form, on the Member Dashboard, 

continues to provide free shipping on Quilts of Valor 

printed materials. Both the order form and catalog can 

be found in the QOVF Store section of the Member 

Dashboard.

Order Processing & Shipping:

•  Please allow 5–7 business days for processing.

•  Orders ship from our office every Wednesday.

A special thank you goes out to the Winterset Lions Club, in Winterset, Iowa, for 

their generous $600 donation to help cover the printing costs of our new rack cards. 

Their support is invaluable in our efforts to fulfill the Quilts of Valor® mission.

SOUTH JERSEY QUILTS OF VALOR HAS MADE 

CONNECTIONS 
Submitted by Ruth Ann Bosworth, member of South Jersey Quilts of Valor

Most Quilts of Valor Chapters recognize the importance of building strong 

relationships with local veterans’ organizations. For South Jersey Quilts 

of Valor, which serves the seven southern counties of New Jersey, these 

connections fueled steady growth over the years. Our team actively fosters 

these relationships by hosting tables at veteran events and community fairs, 

speaking at service organization meetings (both veteran and non-veteran), and 

reaching out directly to commanders to introduce ourselves and share our 

mission.

One of our members, Kathy Tweed from Cape May Court House, NJ, plays 

an instrumental role in making those connections. She participates in all 

the activities mentioned above, follows up, sets up awards, and often has the 

honor of awarding the quilts herself. Over the years, she has attended monthly meetings of veterans’ groups like the North Wildwood 

VFW, where she awards quilts until all members are covered, and she revisits as new members join. She has made connections with 

nursing homes through a veterans’ group that regularly visits residents, and she awards quilts to deserving veterans there as well. When 

new veterans enter the homes, the directors reach out and nominate the new residents, and we make sure they receive their quilts.

Kathy also engages in several veterans-related projects, including the Citizen Veterans 

Advisory Council. She attends events such as the American Legion’s NJ Veterans Housing 

Symposium, participates in Stand Downs, and volunteers at the Traveling Longest 

Yarn Exhibit at the Wildwood Aviation Museum , which took place this past summer. 

On a side note, you may want to check out the Longest Yarn on social media. It’s an 

extraordinary knitted and crocheted 80-meter-long 3D exhibit that pays tribute to June 

6, 1944—the Normandy landing—and the 80 days leading to the liberation of Paris. The 

exhibit has now moved from Cape May County, NJ, to Gettysburg, PA.

In June, the Affordable Housing for At-Risk/Homeless Veterans Committee of the New 

Jersey State American Legion recognized Kathy as the Best Community Partner during 

their Annual State Convention. When Kathy accepted her award, she did so on behalf 

of the entire group, knowing that Quilts of Valor is a team effort. Just as when we wrap a 

quilt around a veteran, many hands have worked together to create that quilt as a gesture 

of gratitude for their sacrifice and service to our nation. Congratulations, Kathy, for the 

partnerships you’ve built in the name of Quilts of Valor.

https://thelongestyarncmc.com
https://thelongestyarncmc.com
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HONORING SPECIALIST 5_E5 SHARON G., UNITED STATES ARMY 
Submitted by Becky Orlowski, Group Leader of NEPA QOV

It is our privilege to introduce Specialist 5/E5 Sharon G., an Honorable Veteran of 

the United States Army.

Sharon’s military journey began in July 1975, shortly after graduating from Nazareth 

Area High School. She entered the Army and completed basic training at Fort 

McClellan in Birmingham, Alabama, where she distinguished herself as an honor 

trainee and graduated at the top of her class.

She was trained as a Computer Program Analyst, attending Advanced Individual 

Training (AIT) at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indiana, holding the rank of Private 

First Class. Sharon served during the Cold War era, a time marked by rising global 

tensions and increasing threats of terrorism.

Her next assignment took her to Fort Bliss, Texas, where she served with the 

U.S. Army Air Defense Board as a Program Analyst Specialist. Her role involved 

evaluating prototypes for the SCUD and Patriot missile programs, critical systems 

in U.S. defense strategy. At a time when few women held such positions, Sharon 

excelled and earned her first Army Commendation Medal for her outstanding 

contributions.

Recognizing her leadership and potential, Sharon’s commanding officer recommended her for the first female class at West Point. She 

was formally nominated by Pennsylvania Senator Fred B. Rooney, Jr., but ultimately chose not to attend.

In January 1977, Sharon was assigned to U.S. Army Headquarters Europe in Heidelberg, Germany. There, she developed and 

implemented the Standard Army Civilian Payroll System (STARCIPS), a groundbreaking software used to pay Department of Defense 

civilian employees across Europe and Asia. Her work earned her a second Army Commendation Medal, specifically for her development 

of the Teacher Retroactive Computer Payroll System.

After her honorable discharge in June 1978, Sharon transitioned into the private sector as a consultant for Informatics Company 

in Toledo, Ohio, where she worked on connecting a Univac computer to an IBM 360-30 system, an early example of cross-platform 

integration.

Her post-military career was equally distinguished:

•	 1979–1984: Program Analyst and Data Security Officer at Bethlehem Steel

•	 1982: Data Processor for Northampton Area

•	 1984–1999: Consultant with Devon Consulting and other firms

•	 2000–2008: IBM, where she helped develop hurricane response systems for the U.S. Postal Service, including the Address Change 

menu

For her work at IBM, Sharon received a commendation letter from the Postmaster General, recognizing her contributions to national 

emergency preparedness.

Throughout her military and civilian careers, Sharon lived in Europe and across the United States. Now retired, she enjoys sewing and 

quilting, and has founded her own Prayer Shawl Ministry. She is an active member of the First Congregational Church in West Pittston, 

continuing her legacy of service.
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A SPECIAL QOV AWARD PRESENTATION 
Submitted by Karen Herrmann, Group Leader of Kyle & Buda Freedom Quilters

Kyle & Buda Freedom Quilters in Kyle, Texas awarded a QOV to Jessica L. on 

September 10, 2025. Jessica is an Army Veteran and was a POW during her service 

in 2003. She was a special speaker at Hats Off For Veterans 9-11 Memorial Program 

on September 10, 2025 in San Marcos, Texas. Her experience was inspiring and it 

was amazing to learn about what she survived during her 9 days in captivity by Iraqi 

soldiers. 

On March 23, 2003, Army Specialist Jessica L. was traveling in a convoy near Baghdad 

when her Humvee was ambushed. The attack claimed the lives of 11 soldiers, including 

her close friend, Lori. Jessica sustained serious injuries and was taken captive by Iraqi  

forces, along with five other service members. Her capture marked a historic moment—  

Jessica became the first American woman ever taken as a prisoner of war, and her rescue 9 days later was the first successful recovery of a 

U.S. POW since World War II.  

Jessica was tortured and sustained a broken arm, broken thigh, and a dislocated ankle from abuse by Iraqi forces. She was injured, but 

she was alive in a Hospital in Iraq. She was extracted from the Hospital by our U.S. Marines, Navy Seals, and Special Forces on April 1, 

2003. She was flown to Ramstein Air Base in Germany, where she was united with her family. On April 3, 2003, she underwent surgery 

on her vertebrae. On July 22, 2003, she was released from the rehab hospital, more than 3 months after she was wounded. She has 

required several surgeries over the years to repair her injuries.  

After she recovered, she went to West Virginia University and received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education K-6 in 

2011. It was her goal to join the Army, earn money for college, and become a school teacher. She is now a motivational speaker and 

shares her story. She works with the state of West Virginia in support of Female Veterans, and encourages men and women to utilize 

military services available to them.

A NURSE AND A VETERAN FRIEND, GROUP LEADER OF GRATEFUL 
QUILTERS
Submitted by Sharon Bormann, Group Leader of Grateful Quilters

Grateful Quilters member and former U.S. Army nurse Cathie Solomonson, who served in 

Vietnam, traveled with her husband—also a U.S. Army Vietnam veteran—to East Freetown, 

Massachusetts, to award a Quilt of Valor to a former patient.

David C. served in the U.S. Army from 1966 to 1969. While stationed in Vietnam with the 

46th Engineer Battalion, he was blown off a utility pole by enemy explosives. He was treated 

for spinal cord injuries at the 24th Evacuation Hospital, where Cathie was serving as an Army 

nurse.

Cathie shared, “David has lived an amazingly active, productive life despite the neurodeficits 

that have continued after his serious injury. David had a friend visit while he was being cared 

for in a Stryker Frame on the Neurosurgical Unit. That friend later became my husband, so I 

am deeply indebted to David.”

 

Here is a picture of Jessica L.  with some of our members 
of the Kyle & Buda Freedom Quilters. 

AWARD CEREMONY FOR FREEDOM QOV
Submitted by Jenn Tincher, Member of Freedom QOV 

On September 8, Freedom QOV hosted its first award ceremony of 2025 at Grace Harvest Church in Moses Lake, Washington. During the 

ceremony, eight veterans were honored with Quilts of Valor in recognition of their service.
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QUILT OF VALOR AWARDED TO LCDR FRANCIS WILLIAM C., U.S. NAVY (RET.) 
Submitted by Sherwood Preece, member of Northern Utah Beehive Group

At 97 years old, LCDR Francis William 

C. was honored with a Quilt of Valor in 

recognition of his remarkable military service 

spanning World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.

LCDR Francis began his Navy career as an 

enlisted sailor, serving from 1945 to 1946 

during World War II, and later from 1949 

to 1969 during the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars. As an enlisted man, he achieved the 

rank of Storekeeper First Class (SK1) before 

attending Officer Candidate School (OCS) 

in June 1956. He graduated from the Navy 

Supply Corps School in Athens, Georgia, and went on to serve as a Supply and Disbursement Officer aboard the USS Thomas F. Nickel 

(DE-587). His distinguished career also included service on the USS Midway (CVA-41) and the USS Coral Sea (CVA-43).

Among his treasured mementos is an autographed photograph from Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, taken at the surrender of Japan 

marking the end of World War II.

The Quilt of Valor presentation was organized by the U.S. Navy Supply Corps Foundation during a special luncheon held in LCDR 

Francis’s honor. Captain Reid Chambers, President of the Foundation, invited Sherwood Preece of the Northern Utah Beehive Group 

to make the presentation. In addition to receiving his Quilt of Valor, LCDR Francis was awarded the Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin from 

the federal government, two books from the State of Utah—one on the Korean Conflict and one on Vietnam—and the Utah Cold War 

Victory Medal.

Surrounded by family, including a son who traveled from Hawaii to attend, LCDR Carson was deeply touched by the ceremony and the 

recognition of his lifetime of service. It was a truly beautiful and memorable tribute to a devoted Navy veteran and American patriot.

QUILTS OF VALOR 2025 NATIONAL BLOCK – LOG CABIN
Submitted by QOV Marketing

To date, quilters have submitted more than 3,620 Log Cabin blocks for the 2025 National Block Drive - thank you to everyone who has 

participated so far!

Nancy Cann designed and wrote the instructions for this year’s featured block, the Log Cabin - one of quilting’s most iconic patterns. With countless 

variations in size and style, the Log cabin offers endless creative possibilities. We’ve provided guidance and inspiration to help you get started.

You can find block instructions, detailed information, and a video tutorial on the National Block webpage. In addition, we’ve featured 12 quilt 

patterns that incorporate the Log Cabin design to spark new ideas for your projects.

Block Requirements: Fabrics must be 100% cotton, Colors should be limited to red, white (or cream), and blue, and Fabrics may be solid or 

small-scale prints.

We love seeing your work! Share your blocks and quilts by tagging Quilts of Valor Foundation on social media using #QOVF2025Block, 

#QOVFLogCabinBlock, and #QOVFNationalBlockDrive2025. If you’re not on social media, photos and videos can be emailed to 

marketing@qovf.org.

 

During Take 5 2025, Barbara 
Sigmund pieced her Log Cabin 
quilt titled Log Furrows.

Mary Williams of the Floyd County 
Quilts of Valor in Charles City, Iowa 
took part in our 2025 National Sew 
Day, quilting the Log Cabin block 
together helping advance the mission 
of the Quilts of Valor Foundation. 

https://www.qovf.org/national-block-drive
mailto:marketing%40qovf.org?subject=
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QUILT OF VALOR AWARDED TO LOCAL VIETNAM 
VETERAN
Submitted by Carol Ullo, Member of Bradford County Quilts of Valor

 

 

On Saturday morning, September 27, Raymond S. was awarded a 

Quilt of Valor during the biennial Endless Mountains Quilt Guild 

Quilt Show held at Lynch Bustin Elementary School in Athens, 

Pennsylvania.

Raymond served in the United States Navy from 1966 to 1969 with 

the 30th Naval Construction Regiment in Vietnam, stationed just ten 

miles north of Da Nang.

Surrounded by family, friends, and attendees of the quilt show, 

Raymond was wrapped in a beautiful Quilt of Valor made especially 

for him by Barbette B., a family friend. His wife of 58 years, also a 

Navy veteran, stood by his side during the presentation.

The ceremony was conducted by Bradford County Quilts of Valor 

Chapter members Lou Taft and Carol Ullo, along with Barbette, 

who also serves as the Charity Quilt Chairperson of the Endless 

Mountains Quilt Guild.

ELKHORN CREEK QOV
Submitted by Steve Delk, Scott County American Legion Post 24

The Scott County American Legion Post 24 in Georgetown, 

Kentucky, welcomed the Elkhorn Creek QOV group for a special 

ceremony honoring 16 veterans with their Quilts of Valor.

ALBERT B. QUILT
Submitted by Kathy Gates, Member of Dahlonega Valor Quilters

The Dahlonega Valor Quilters presented Marine Sergeant Major, 

Albert B. with his Quilt of Valor in July at the Newton Park Veterans 

Memorial in Johns Creek, Georgia.

About Albert’s Quilt

Marine Sergeant Major Albert B.’s Quilt of Valor is a tribute to a 

legacy of service spanning generations. From the founding of our 

nation, members of Albert’s family have proudly served in every era, 

across various branches of the U.S. military. To honor this enduring 

commitment, the quilt’s design carries deep symbolism: 

•	At the top, the image of our nation’s first President reflects the 
beginning of both our country and Albert’s family tradition of 
service.

•	At the bottom, a single star represents Albert’s own courageous 
service in Vietnam.

•	In each corner, the Block of Courage pays tribute to all his family 

members who have worn the uniform in defense of our nation.

.

NEPA QOV AWARDS
Submitted by Becky Orlowski, Member of Northeast PA Quilts of Valor

On June 4, 2025, Northeast PA Quilts of Valor gathered at the Plains 

American Legion, Post 558, in Plains, PA, to honor three Army 

veterans—George V., Francis P., and Robert B.—with their Quilts of Valor.

L to R.  Tammy S., Mary Jo S., Raymond S., Sheila S., Les S.
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QUILT OF VALOR AWARDED TO U.S. MARINE CORPS VETERAN FRANK C. 
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl, Member of Grateful Quilters of Ohio

Lance Corporal Frank C. of Ashland, Ohio, was awarded a Quilt of Valor on Saturday, 

October 11, 2025, during a ceremony held at Ashland Emmanuel Church, surrounded by 

his family and church community. The quilt, made by his sister Barbara S. (pictured with 

Frank), was presented by volunteers from the Grateful Quilters of Ohio group.

Frank served in the United States Marine Corps from 1974 to 1978 as an aircraft safety 

equipment mechanic on the A6-E Intruder. His responsibilities included the inspection 

and maintenance of GRU-7 ejection seats, aircraft air conditioning systems, and liquid 

oxygen systems—critical components for ensuring aircrew safety.

Throughout his service, Frank was stationed at several bases, including:

•	Naval Air Station (NAS) Millington, Tennessee – Support and training hub for aviation 
personnel.

•	Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point, North Carolina – His primary duty 
station and one of the largest Marine Corps air stations in the United States.

•	MCAS Yuma, Arizona – The busiest Marine Corps air station, specializing in air-to-
ground weapons training.

•	MCAS Iwakuni, Japan

•	Yecheon, Korea – A cold-weather deployment.

•	NAS Cubi Point, Philippines – Known for its beautiful scenery and welcoming climate.

During his tenure, Frank was awarded the Good Conduct Medal in recognition of his dedicated and honorable service.

EVERY QUILT BEGINS WITH YOU 

Submitted by Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director

At Quilts of Valor Foundation, every quilt awarded is a tangible expression of gratitude and comfort. You can support our 

mission in many ways:

Every Quilt of Valor is more than fabric and thread—it is a heartfelt thank-you to the men and women who have served 

our nation. Behind every award stands a community of generous donors and volunteers who make this mission possible.

There are many meaningful ways to support Quilts of Valor Foundation:

•	Monthly Giving: Small recurring gifts add up to big impact, providing a steady foundation for quilt-making and 

shipping year-round.

•	401(k)/IRA Distributions: For donors age 70½+, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your retirement 

plan is a simple, tax-wise way to give.

•	End-of-Year Giving: As the year draws to a close, consider making your 2025 tax-deductible donation before December 31

•	Tribute Gifts: Honor a loved one, veteran, or friend by making a gift in their name.

•	Corporate & Workplace Giving: Many employers match donations, doubling or even tripling your impact.

Every contribution—whether financial or in-kind—helps us cover another veteran with comfort, gratitude, and healing. 

Together, we can ensure that no veteran is left without this expression of gratitude.

Make Your Gift Today

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Kathy Jura at Kathy.jura@qovf.org.

https://qovf.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/qovf/donation.jsp
https://qovf.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/qovf/donation.jsp
https://www.qovf.org/donate
mailto:kathy.jura%40qovf.org?subject=
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2020: 22,775

2021: 29,302

2022: 31,707

2023: 37,063

2024: 38,029

2025: 23,067

Total: 424,428
(from date of first recorded award 

through September 30, 2025)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor
Barbara Vonada, Assistant Editor
Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Do you have an article, idea, or 

suggestion for Threads? Email it to 

newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please 

include photo release forms for all 

submitted images.

Photos that appear in Threads are either 

used with permission or are public 

domain images. The editorial team makes 

every effort to credit photographers.

Newsletter

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.

QOVF Core Values
 Treating people with respect • Promoting excellence • Valuing service over self • Being accountable

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314

2014: 17,373

2015: 18,772

2016: 19,051

2017: 24,123

2018: 30,745

2019: 33,375

QOVF Founder and 

Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis 

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Sue Reich

Board of Directors
Lauri Leirdahl, President

Jodi Inman, Vice President

Nancy Grigsby, Secretary 

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer

Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member 

Jon Neuhaus, Member 

Chris Hamp, Member Development 

Nancy Thomson, Member

Anna May Nauss, Member

Julie Dodds, Member

Executive Staff
Lexie Millikan, Executive Director

lexie.millikan@qovf.org

Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director

kathy.jura@qovf.org

Staff
Barbara Vonada - adminassistant@qovf.org

Linda Duff - qovfstore@qovf.org

Stephanie Tinnirello - marketing@qovf.org

Teresa Nunn - membership@qovf.org

Billie Haines - accounting@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff
Crystal Farinella, Longarm Coordinator 

LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Quilt Business Program - quilt.business@qovf.org

Suzanne DiCarlo, Information and Help Desk

Coordinator - info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program - uow@qovf.org

Mailing Address
Quilts of Valor Foundation

PO Box 191

Winterset, IA 50273

For more information about QOVF, 

see QOVF.org 

For more information about the Board of 

Directors and how to contact your State 

Coordinator go to qovf.org/about-qovf/

meet-us

Social Media

facebook.com/QOVFoundation

youtube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation

x.com/QOVFoundation

instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation

pinterest.com/qovf

JOIN
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