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A REUNION TO REMEMBER
by Lexie Millikan

 
As autumn approaches and we reflect on 
our mission of healing and comfort, I am 

grateful for the opportunities we’ve had to 

recognize and honor our nation’s veterans 

over the past month. This September, I had 

the distinct privilege of attending the Mobile 

Riverine Force Association (MRFA)  

Reunion, an event that brought together  

veterans who served in the unique and challenging conditions of 

the riverine forces during the Vietnam War.

The Mobile Riverine Force was a joint US Army and Navy unit, 

Task Force 117, which was created to conduct amphibious and 

riverine operations in the Mekong Delta. Operating from early 

1967 to 1970, the MRF utilized a combination of Navy patrol 

and assault boats, along with US Army infantry, to transport 

troops, provide fire support, and patrol waterways where roads 

were scarce. The force utilized specialized river assault craft and 

operated from both floating barracks ships and a permanent 

shore base at Dong Tam.

The MRFA Reunion, held in St. Louis, MO, was a powerful 

reminder of the sacrifices made by these brave individuals. 

Their stories, camaraderie, and resilience were evident in every 

handshake and smile. It was truly an honor for the Quilts of Valor 

Foundation to be part of this special occasion.
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During the reunion, we held two Quilts of Valor award 

ceremonies. Each ceremony was a moving and heartfelt tribute, as 

we wrapped veterans in quilts made with love, gratitude, and deep 

respect. The emotion in the room was palpable—tears, laughter, 

and quiet moments of reflection as each recipient received their 

quilt. For many, it was their first time being publicly recognized 

for their service and sacrifice. We also recorded multiple new 

nominations at the event, which will be scheduled for QOV 

awards in the near future.

John “Rowdy” Oxley, QOVF Board Member and MRFA 

Member, was in attendance, and it was my honor to recognize 

him during our large-group award ceremony. Rowdy initially 

made the connection between QOVF and MRFA, which led to 

our involvement in awarding Quilts of Valor to their members 

and attending their reunion events. Without Rowdy’s enthusiasm, 

support, and persistence, we wouldn’t be able to do the work we do.

I am continually inspired by all of our volunteers and quilters 

who make these moments possible. Your dedication ensures that 

we fulfill our mission, one quilt and one veteran at a time. The 

impact of these ceremonies extends far beyond the event itself; 

it serves as a reminder that our veterans are seen, valued, and 

appreciated.

Thank you to the MRFA for welcoming us so warmly and to 

everyone who participated in the ceremonies. Let’s continue 

to reach out, connect, and honor those who have served and 

sacrificed for our country.
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PARTNERS CORNER 

AQS QuiltWeek Upcoming Quilt Shows

Be sure to mark your calendars for  AQS QuiltWeek 2026!

2025 Original Sewing & Quilt Expo

Nashville–Lebanon, TN – Oct. 2 - 4  

Cincinnati–Sharonville – OH, Oct. 16 - 18 

Detroit–Novi, MI – Nov. 6 - 8

For further details and to register, click here. The 2026 expo 

dates are available!

Authentically American Shop Items

Purchase the QOV logo hat and 

exclusive socks from Authentically 

American, a veteran-owned apparel 

company. The socks feature the QOVF 

2025 Block of the Year, Log Cabin, 

and the 2024 Block of the Year, Ohio 

Star, in support of the Quilts of Valor 

Foundation. Made in the USA from 

high-quality North Carolina cotton, these 

items are available in limited quantities. 

Purchase Connecting  

Threads Patriotic Quilts  

of Valor Thread Sets and  

QOV Quilt Kits

Quilts of Valor Thread Set 

MasterPiece 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor 

So Fine! 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor 

Basics Traverse Quilts Of Valor Red White Blue Cotton Quilt Kit

UPDATE YOUR MEMBER 
INFORMATION

Submitted by Quilts of Valor Foundation Staff

To QOV Group Leaders, 

In preparation for mailing the QOV/250th 

panel to each group, please ensure that the 

Member Dashboard profile reflects the most 

current contact details and mailing address

Steps to verify and update profile information: 

1.	 Select Member Sign In in the upper right 

corner of the QOVF website. 

2.	 Enter login credentials and select Sign In. 

3.	 Once signed in, access the Member 

Dashboard via the button in the upper right 

corner. 

4.	 After the dashboard loads, login details will 

appear on the left side. Select Update Profile 

to review and make any necessary updates.

5.	 For assistance with profile updates, email 

membership@qovf.org.

Janome 3160 Quilts of Valor edition sewing machine! 

This fantastic machine comes with a 

quilting attachment kit that includes 

both a free-motion quilting foot and 

a walking foot. Take advantage of 

this great option for your quilting 

projects! Click here to purchase a 

3160QOV edition sewing machine.

Brave & True Quilt Pattern 

inspired by QOV Log Cabin Block 

of the Year

Fat Quarter Shop released a free 

pattern inspired by QOV's Log Cabin 

Block of the Year! The Brave & True 

Quilt Pattern is a free PDF download 

on their website. Brave & True Quilt 

Kit is also available. 

Keystone Carving offers Hard 

Maple and Solid Cherry American-

made wooden Quilters Clappers. 

If you’re interested in purchasing a 

QOV Clapper, click here.

Shop Item: Purchase your 12 

Quilts of Valor pack made by Villa 

Rosa Designs!

Villa Rosa Designs created a pack of 12 

patterns that perfectly align with the 

Quilts of Valor standards, making your 

creations not just beautiful, but also 

meaningful. Click here to purchase the 

patterns.

MerryStockings 

The Military Bears series includes 

a Navy Bear, Coast Guard Bear, 

Space Forces Bear, Marine Bear, 

Army Bear, and Air Force Bear. Each Bear in the Military 

Series includes a felt stamped with the patterns, 5 mm cupped 

sequins, beads, DMC embroidery floss, needles, and full color 

instructions. Each bear, when finished, stands 5" tall. You can 

also add the soldier's name to the back of the bear. Shop the 

MerryStockings Military Bears series.

https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/homepage
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/homepage
https://www.sewingexpo.com/Events
https://www.qovf.org/product/qovf-baseball-caps
https://www.qovf.org/product/log-cabin-socks-by-authentically-american-copy
https://www.qovf.org/product/log-cabin-socks-by-authentically-american-copy
https://www.qovf.org/product/authentically-american-ohio-star-socks
https://www.qovf.org/product/authentically-american-ohio-star-socks
https://www.connectingthreads.com/quilts-of-valor-thread-set/p/21541
https://www.connectingthreads.com/masterpiece-5-spool-set-quilts-of-valor/p/N8431
https://www.connectingthreads.com/so-fine-5-spool-set-quilts-of-valor/p/N8433
https://www.connectingthreads.com/basics-traverse-quilts-of-valor-red-white-blue-cotton-quilt-kit/p/N4386
https://www.qovf.org/
mailto:membership%40qovf.org?subject=
https://www.janome.com/product/3160qov
https://www.fatquartershop.com/brave-and-true-quilt-pattern-free-pdf-pattern-fqs-exclusive
https://www.fatquartershop.com/bella-solids-moda-fabrics-brave-and-true-quilt-kit
https://www.fatquartershop.com/bella-solids-moda-fabrics-brave-and-true-quilt-kit
https://www.keystonecarvingllc.com/qov
https://www.qovf.org/product/new-villa-rosa-designs-12-quilts-of-valor-pattern-pack/
https://www.qovf.org/product/new-villa-rosa-designs-12-quilts-of-valor-pattern-pack/
https://merrystockings.com/military-bear-series
https://merrystockings.com/military-bear-series
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VETERANS AWARDED QUILTS OF VALOR AT THE 

2025 MISSOURI STATE FAIR
Submitted by Jeannie Braswell, member of United We Sew

During the 2025 Missouri State Fair, the United We Sew group 

hosted a Quilts of Valor ceremony honoring three distinguished 

veterans: MSgt Eldred “Eldy” B., SCPO Jimmy J., and Technical 

Sergeant Matthew J. The moment was especially poignant for 

Matthew, who received his Quilt of Valor alongside his father, 

Jimmy. He described it as the greatest honor of his life.

Following the awards, a retired submarine veteran stepped 

forward and asked to share a few words. Though his name wasn’t 

captured, his message resonated deeply. He spoke about receiving 

his own Quilt of Valor years ago and the lasting impact it had on 

him. With emotion in his voice and tears in his eyes, he expressed 

gratitude to the Quilts of Valor Foundation and all those who 

serve veterans through this mission.

As the microphone was returned, a spontaneous hug captured the 

spirit of the moment. Truly, a picture tells a thousand words.
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WARRANT OFFICER GLEN B. AWARDED

Glen B. served in the United States Army 1963 - 1989. After completing Army basic 

training at Fort Ord, California, he used his fixed wing license earned as a civilian to 

achieve fixed wing qualifications at Fort Benning, Georgia. He took helicopter flight school, 

was stationed at Fort Ruckers, Alabama, served as a crew chief, and was an instructor pilot 

at Fort Wolters, Texas. He also served as an instrument examiner stationed at Fort Carson, 

Colorado, and served in the Army Security Agency. 

Glen deployed to Vietnam twice. While stationed in Fulda, Germany, he served as an 

instrument examiner and border trainer pilot. In Korea, Glen served as an instructor pilot and 

instrument examiner. He flew many places with the flying with the Army Corps of Engineers. 

In recognition of his service, Glen received many awards, including 50 

air medals, with 1,700 combat hours of flying in both helicopter and 

fixed wing aircraft in Vietnam. He holds Master Aviator Wings, earned 

for 50 years and over 17,000 hours of flying. 

Glen’s friend and fellow pilot, Charles E. Oalline, wrote a book titled 

Flying Alligators and Silver Spurs “The dangers, tragedies and comradeship 

of the Vietnam War, in a helicopter pilot’s own words”, in which Glen is 

mentioned multiple times.

Quilt made by Nancy England, member of the QOV Quiltmakers, 

Meridian, Idaho.

QOV AWARD BY NORTHEAST PA QUILTS OF VALOR
Submitted by Rebecca Orlowski, Group Leader

Carl O. served in the United States Navy aboard the USS Dupont from 1962 to 1965. He played a role in 

the recovery of the Gemini Capsule in the Atlantic Ocean, ensuring the safe retrieval of astronauts Gordon 

Cooper and Charles Pete Conrad.

ORIGINAL SEWING & QUILT EXPO – IRVING, TX
Submitted by Marty Reese, member of Piecers of The Heart

Piecers of The Heart members Marty & Jennie Reese, Linda Downing, Franz 

& Judy Zwaschka, and Greg & Deborah Bell had the honor of awarding three 

veterans at the Irving Sewing and Quilt Expo.

We want to thank the Irving Sewing and Quilt Expo for allowing us to award 

these veterans.

IDEAS FOR QOV
Submitted by Jillaine Gallagher

My husband has a closet full of wool navy pants. With his permission, I felt the wool and included it 

in a quilt that I dedicated to him. Though more complex to longarm, a shop was able to take it on 

and complete it successfully. I also used his identity labels and rank badges, adding them to the back. 

We met and were married after he returned from Vietnam. He was finishing PA schooling at the 

Cleveland Clinic Open Heart ICU, where I was working as an RN. He was taking portable chest films 

of my patient when the large cord to the X-ray machine became caught between my legs. As he moved 

backwards, my short scrub dress went up. Oops! We began dating and were married within 8 months. 

That was in 1973. He is now 100% disabled from Agent Orange, but his quality of life remains good.

Glen with his son, Brad, sisters, Terri, Marlene and 
Glenda and niece Sharon holding his Quilt of Valor.

 
US Army Spc. Danielle C., US Marine Corps Sgt. Sam S., and US Navy AK3 Theodore D. 
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YAKIMA QOV AWARDS
Submitted by Mary Turley, member of Yakima QOV 

At a Quilts of Valor ceremony in Washington State, two veterans 

were recognized for their service. E/5 Buck Sergeant Juan, a US 

Army veteran with four tours in Vietnam, and Sergeant Kevin, 

who served in both Afghanistan and Iraq, were each awarded 

and wrapped in their Quilts of Valor by Yakima QOV members 

Shirley and Mary. In addition to receiving his quilt, Juan was 

honored with the Vietnam War 50th Commemorative Lapel Pin. 

Today, both Juan and Kevin continue to serve their communities 

by supporting fellow veterans in need.

Yakima, Washington’s Quilts of Valor members Shirley and Mary 

recently hosted a ceremony at Chuck Austin Place Apartments, 

where five veterans were honored and wrapped in their Quilts of 

Valor. Among those recognized were Navy veterans E3 Josh and 

E4 Richard; Marine veterans Corporal John and Corporal Denise; 

and Air Force veteran E4 Ken. The event brought together friends, 

family, and fellow residents to celebrate their service.

On August 22, 2025, VFW Hall Post 379 hosted a Quilts of Valor 
ceremony recognizing five veterans: Master Sergeant Billy (Air 
Force), TSgt Robert (Air Force), Sgt First Class Max (Army), SSgt 
Carl (Air Force and Army), and Sgt Sean (Army). In addition to 
receiving their quilts, three of the honorees were also presented 
with the Vietnam War 50th Commemorative Lapel Pin. Friends, 
family, and fellow veterans attended the celebration of the five.

FAMILY REUNION AND A QOV PRESENTATION
Submitted by Roxy Lutke, member of Heartfelt Quilts of Valor

 
 
 

At a recent family reunion in Challis, Idaho, three veterans were 

honored with Quilts of Valor. The gathering provided a unique 

opportunity to celebrate service across generations. Larry L., a 

Navy veteran who served in the Pacific from 1960 to 1963 aboard 

the Navy’s first missile carrier, was among those recognized. 

Duane L., a Vietnam veteran who served in the U.S. Army from 

1969 to 1971, and Neal L., a retired U.S. Air Force veteran who 

served at SAC Headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base during 

Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm, were also 

presented quilts. Each quilt was made by Roxie Lutke and quilted 

by Alyn Gravatt.

QOV AWARDS GRACE WAY QUILT GUILD
Submitted by Linda Martien, Missouri State Coordinator

On Saturday, August 9th, the Grace Way Quilt Guild of 

Hillsboro, Missouri hosted a Quilts of Valor ceremony during its 

Annual Quilt Show at the Hillsboro Community Civic Center. 

Eleven veterans were honored by quilts made by Guild members.

Following the awards, Vietnam veterans were further recognized 

with commemorative pins from the Vietnam Veterans 

Commission. A hearty “Welcome Home” was given to all.
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2020: 22,775

2021: 29,302

2022: 31,707

2023: 37,063

2024: 38,029

2025: 20,586

Total: 421,941

(from date of first recorded award 

through August 31, 2025)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor
Barbara Vonada, Assistant Editor
Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Do you have an article, idea, or 

suggestion for Threads? Email it to 

newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please 

include photo release forms for all 

submitted images.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.

QOVF Core Values
 Treating people with respect • Promoting excellence • Valuing service over self • Being accountable

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314

2014: 17,373

2015: 18,772

2016: 19,051

2017: 24,123

2018: 30,745

2019: 33,375

QOVF Founder and 

Board Member Emeritus

Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus

Walt Davis 

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Sue Reich

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President

Jodi Inman, Vice President

Nancy Grigsby, Secretary 

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer

Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member 

Jon Neuhaus, Member 

Chris Hamp, Member Development 

Nancy Thomson, Member

Anna May Nauss, Member

Julie Dodds, Member

Executive Staff

Lexie Millikan, Executive Director

lexie.millikan@qovf.org

Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director

kathy.jura@qovf.org

Staff

Barbara Vonada, Administrative Assistant

Linda Duff - qovfstore@qovf.org

Stephanie Tinnirello - marketing@qovf.org

Teresa Nunn - membership@qovf.org

Billie Haines - accounting@qovf.org

QOVF Regional Coordinators: 

Great Lakes Region - Jan Copeland 

Jan.Copeland@qovf.org

	 (IL, IN, KY, MI, OH & TN)

Mid-Atlantic Region - Donna Brookings

Donna.Brookings@qovf.org

	 (DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA & WV)

North Central Region - Karen Demaree 

Karen.Demaree@qovf.org

	 (IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD & WI)

Northeast Region - Donna Brookings 

Donna.Brookings@qovf.org

	 (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI & VT)

Pacific Northwest Region - Samy Owen 

Samy.Owen@qovf.org

	 (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA & WY)

Southeast Region - Kim Price 

Kim.Price@qovf.org

	 (AL, FL, GA, NC & SC) 

Southern Region - Suzanne DiCarlo 

Suzanne.DiCarlo@qovf.org

	 (AR, LA, MS, OK, & TX)

Southwest Region - Darlene Berwick 

Darlene.Berwick@qovf.org

	 (AZ, CA, CO, HI, NM, NV & UT)

Volunteer Staff

Crystal Farinella, Longarm Coordinator 

LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Quilt Business Program - quilt.business@qovf.org

Suzanne DiCarlo, Information and Help Desk

Coordinator - info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program - uow@qovf.org

Mailing Address:

Quilts of Valor Foundation

PO Box 191

Winterset, IA 50273

For more information about QOVF, 

see www.QOVF.org 

For more information about the Board of 

Directors and how to contact your Regional 

Coordinators and State Coordinator go to 

www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us

JOIN

Photos that appear in Threads are either 
used with permission or are public
domain images. The editorial team makes
every effort to credit photographers.

facebook.com/QOVFoundation

youtube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation

x.com/QOVFoundation

instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation

pinterest.com/qovf
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