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CELEBRATIONS & CHALLENGES
by Lexie Millikan

As we find ourselves in the heat of summer,
I want to take a moment to reflect on both
the celebrations and challenges our nation
faces. This month, we celebrated
Independence Day, a time for us to honor
our freedoms and the brave women and men :
who have fought to protect them. Lexie Millikan
Executive Director
Unfortunately, as we celebrated with fireworks

and gatherings, many of our fellow citizens in Texas and other
parts of the country faced devastating flooding. These natural
disasters serve as a poignant reminder of how interconnected we
are and the importance of supporting one another during trying
times. At Quilts of Valor, we aim to provide comfort and healing
to veterans and service members through our quilt awards, and
it’s in challenging times like these that our mission feels even
more essential.

Looking ahead, we are excited about a significant milestone in
our nation’s history—the 250th birthday of America in 2026. As
we prepare to commemorate this event, we invite you to join us
in celebrating our country’s diverse history through quilting. This
fall, we will host an exhibition at the National Quilt Museum

in Paducah, KY, where we will showcase the artistry and stories

behind our beloved Quilts of Valor.

In tandem with our exhibition, we are thrilled to announce

a special commemorative panel created in collaboration

with Northcott Fabrics. Designed to celebrate this important
anniversary, the panel will be available for purchase on our
website later this year. We encourage you to consider integrating it
into your own Quilts of Valor as a way to contribute to the spirit
of this celebration.

As we navigate through the heat of the summer, let's continue
to support each other, uplift our quilting communities, and
share the warmth of our mission with those veterans and service
members who have yet to be recognized with a Quilt of Valor.
Thank you for your unwavering commitment to our mission
and for making a difference in the lives of veterans and service
members across our nation.

Wishing you all a safe and joyful summer!

JULY 2025
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REPORT QUILTS AWARDED ANNOUNCEMENT
Submitted by the QOVF IT Team

The QOVF IT Team is excited to announce that we will soon be
launching a second phase of our QOVF Nominations and Awards
Management System (NAMS) which will include a new Report
Quilts Awarded (RQA) form on our website. Data entered via the
new form will go directly into the NAMS database.

This major milestone will improve QOVF data accuracy and
consolidate all awards into a single database, minimize and/or
eliminate duplicate reporting, enhance accuracy and statistical data,
ensure timely reporting and decrease manual processing tasks by
volunteers.

The new RQA form features will:

1. Require additional information on recipients that will eliminate
double reporting and improve data standardization and duplicate
checking for previous awards or current requests.

2. Enhanced edit checks and validation to improve data quality.

3. Enable QOVF members, even those not trained in NAMS, to
sign off awards from their Groups' NAMS list. Members will only
need the Nomination reference ID number.

4. Improved QOV award statistics for states and groups, provide
support for Grant applications.

5. Significantly reduce back-office work required by our volunteers
to manage Nominations, RQAs, and monthly reporting.

6. The RQAs will be posted in the State Coordinator’s list of
requests with a Status of PendingRQA or Duplicate-RQA for
review and signoff, eliminating emails.

For more information on the new RQA form and process see the
post on the website.

The new RQA form can be used by groups to Report Quilts
Awarded, however, QOVF leadership strongly encourages every
QOV group leader to consider entering and managing their group
awards through the Nominations process on the website and in
NAMS. It can eliminate duplicate work and duplicate award
reporting, while retaining all recipient information in one place.

Need NAMS training contact your State Coordinator. Need NAMS
assistance, contact the NAMS helpdesk at nams.help@qovf.org.
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THANKYOU FROM QUILTS OF VALOR FOUNDATION

We sincerely appreciate our members and supporters who took part in the QOVF Take 5 - Walk, Run,
Block virtual event this June! Your involvement makes a significant difference!

Thank you to our 2025 Sponsors: AccuQuilt, Authentically American, America's VetDogs, C&T
Publishing, 4th & Main Designs by Scott A Flanagan, Northcott Fabrics, and StickerGiant.

3

Cindy Hoover Washington State
Coordinator, and her husband Alan and
their dog Dude on a 5k walk.

Twelve 2025 Blocks completed by
Catawba Valley Quilters Guild.

Nancy L. and Susan M. of Middlesex
County Blue Star Mothers CT3 completed
their 5K in 55:48 minutes along the Long
Island Sound in Old Saybrook, CT.

Kate M. did a 5k on the Appalachian Trail
in VA.

-

Beverly R. made blocks during Take 5 and she
plans to present her Quilt of Valor later this fall.

Jennifer L. participated in the QOVF Take
5 event and made 20 (FIVE x 4) Log Cabin
blocks.

Patricia walked in Rotary Park in Lake Havasu
City, AZ and made Log Cabin blocks.

b _ % Shelly H. walked each day with her

,\‘_\\ 3 Gillian G. completed 5 miles walking with dog, Bruiser for about 5 blocks. She also
e " a NI s her dog, Sadie. She also completed 10 awarded 5 quilts to veterans at Veterans
Kathy’s team did a walk and is donating a quilt. quilt blocks. Treatment Court (VTC).
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PARTNERS CORNER
AQS QuiltWeek Upcoming Quilt Shows

Watch Quilts of Valor presentations at past AQS QuiltWeek 2025

Daytona

Branson
Paducah
Grand Rapids, MI - August 20 - 23, 2025
Lancaster, PA - September 10 - 13, 2025

Don't miss out on this opportunity to see beautiful quilts,
participate in workshops, and connect with fellow quilting
enthusiasts. Don't miss out, the 2026 dates are also available!

Quilt Expo

T

Quilts of Valor presentations took placed during the Original
Sewing & Quilting show in Cleveland, OH in April.

Dallas-Irving, TX - July 31, August 1-2
Fredericksburg, VA - Sept. 25-27
Nashville-Lebanon, TN - Oct. 2-4
Cincinnati-Sharonville - OH, Oct. 16-18
Detroit-Novi, MI - Nov. 6-8

Authentically American Shop Items
Purchase the QOV logo hat and

exclusive socks from Authentically
American, a veteran-owned apparel
company. The socks feature the
QOVF 2025 Block of the Year, Log
Cabin, and the 2024 Block of the
Year, Ohio Star, in support of the
Quilts of Valor Foundation. Made
in the USA from high-quality North
Carolina cotton, these items are
available in limited quantities. Order
soon—first-come, first-served!

QOV Hats
QOV Ohio Star socks

QOV Log Cabin socks

Fat Quarter Shop Brave &
True Quilt Pattern inspired by
QOV Log Cabin Block of the Year

Fat Quarter Shop has released a free
pattern inspired by QOV's Log Cabin
Block of the Year! The Brave & True
Quilt Pattern is a free PDF download

on their website.

Janome continues to offer the
3160 Quilts of Valor edition

sewing machine! Jin
=

This fantastic machine comes L o4
e i

with a quilting attachment kit
that includes both a free-motion
quilting foot and a walking foot.
Take advantage of this great option for your quilting projects!
Click here to purchase a 3160QQV edition sewing machine.
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Explore QOV Patterns from Fontana Originals!

Check out Mary Anne's wonderful selection of QOV patterns
on her website. Click here to find vour perfect design!

Suagor Stitchie

Flag of Sacrifice Quilt Pattern

Our friend Ledine Watson from Sugar
Stitches has a great quilt pattern, the Flag
of Sacrifice Quilt Pattern. Click here to
purchase this pattern.

REMEMBRANCE WREATHS THROUGH WREATHS
ACROSS AMERICA

For over 30 years, Wreaths
Across America has worked
with volunteers to lay
wreaths on veterans’ graves : )
during December. National — ¥ 3 '
Wreaths Across America L R g ’
Day is Saturday, December ‘ ‘ E t"’
13, 2025. Please help us honor and remember as many fallen
heroes as possible by sponsoring remembrance wreaths,

volunteering on Wreaths Day, or inviting your family and
friends to attend with you. You can also sponsor remembrance
wreaths with local QOV Groups that are also listed on the
website. Click here to learn more.
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https://youtu.be/gzQDXvutlb0
https://youtu.be/gkR79m6em3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5s4QkQHhVIk
https://www.americanquilter.com/quiltweek/event/homepage
https://www.qovf.org/product/qovf-baseball-caps
https://www.qovf.org/product/authentically-american-ohio-star-socks
https://www.qovf.org/product/log-cabin-socks-by-authentically-american-copy
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1600918984/flag-of-sacrifice-quilt-pattern-pdf
https://www.etsy.com/listing/1600918984/flag-of-sacrifice-quilt-pattern-pdf
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/171633/Overview/?relatedId=0
https://www.janome.com/product/3160qov
https://www.fontanaoriginals.com/copy-of-general
https://www.fatquartershop.com/brave-and-true-quilt-pattern-free-pdf-pattern-fqs-exclusive

SOMETIMES IT TAKES A TRAIN
Submitted by Claire Priebe, member of Forget-Me-Not Quilters of Alaska

A visit to Alaska provides so many memories. | am quite sure this Veteran left with
his most meaningful memory.

John had flown to Alaska from Florida to visit his childhood friend who lives
remote/off grid. His friend was adamant that John receive his Quilt of Valor while
he was here. Not an easy feat when there is no access to the property. This took some
exacting coordination!

‘We knew the train would be stopping in Talkeetna, Alaska. This would be our only
opportunity to present this deserving Veteran. On June 29, 2025, the train rolled
into the Talkeetna station. As John and his friend exited the train, they were met by
myself and husband along with John’s quilt.

John’s career in the Army spanned 1991-1995 and again 2011-2017. Most notably he was assigned as a sniper in the oil fields of Iraq.

Shortly after departing Alaska, John sent the following message:

“You and Johnny are the first non direct family to ever acknowledge any of my service. It's one thing for strangers to thank me for my service. I never did
what I did for a pat on the back or good job. I did it to protect family and country. However yes I had a tear in my eye when you handed me the paper
I will frame. And will use the quilt. Just puts a little warm spot in my heart [ have not felt ever for what others and my self did in the name of freedom,
family and country.

As John prepared to continue his journey, there lingered a sense that something essential had been restored—a connection, a recognition,
a warmth that would travel with him long after the tracks disappeared behind him.

HONORING SERGEANT GLENN WILLIAM "BILLY" J. WITH A QUILT OF
VALOR

Submitted by Ruth Ordonez, Arizona Freedom Quilts Group Group Leader

Arizona Freedom Quilts Group had the honor of presenting a Quilt of Valor to Sergeant

Glenn William “Billy” J. at his home in Prescott Valley, Arizona. Present for this heartfelt
occasion were Billy’s wife, Leslie, and friend, Brenda Hughey.

Billy, a former high school football star from Wichita Falls, Texas, was drafted into

the U.S. Army and served with distinction in the 4th Infantry Division in the Central
Highlands of Vietnam from May 1970 to April 1971. Recognized early for his leadership,
he was quickly promoted to the rank of Sergeant and served as an Infantry Squad Leader.

During the presentation, Billy shared memories and reflected on the friendships formed
during his time in Vietnam—testimonies to the bonds built through service and sacrifice.

Billy’s commendable service is marked by several distinguished awards, including
the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Army Commendation Medal, and the Air Medal.

FLAG DAY EVENT IN MISSOURI
Submitted by Marsha Youngblood, Group Leader of Honor Quilters

Here are some pictures of our Flag Day event in our little town on
June 14. Honor Quilters awarded 9 quilts at a Flag Day event and 2
more were awarded at a private family reunion. Honor Quilters was
formed in August of 2024
and we've already awarded
52 quilts! With only 17
members, we have much
work ahead of us, as we have
another 72 veterans on our list and more coming every week! It is definitely a labor of love, and we
are honored to be able to share with these veterans!
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HONORING A LUCKY MAN
Submitted by Barbara Graham, member of Stars and Stripes FL QOV

On June 3, 2025, near the Vietnam Memorial Wall at Veteran’s Park in Punta Gorda, FL,
Captain Ret. Arthur P., was awarded his Quilt of Valor. Arthur, a West Point graduate, is a
Vietnam War veteran and served in the U.S. Army from 1964-1968. He was Commander
of Company C, 2nd Battalion, 25th Infantry Division in Vietnam.

After his duty in Vietnam ended, he was assigned to the training school for infantry at Ft.
Dix, NJ. He served as the operations officer for those whose responsibility it was to train
new recruits and prepare them for combat. Arthur was awarded the Silver Star Medal, the
Bronze Star Medal, the National Defense Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Vietnam
Campaign Medal, the Airborne and Ranger Tab, the Expert Infantry Badge, and the
Combat Infantry Badge.

Arthur shared many stories of near-death experiences during his service in Vietnam with
those in attendance at the ceremony. He considers himself a very lucky man. Although rain was forecast for that morning, Arthur told
me not to worry because he is a very lucky man. It turned out to be a beautiful, sunny morning. It was an honor to award Arthur his
Quilt of Valor in recognition of his service to our country.

AWARD FROM SEW HAPPY SCRAPPERS AWARD ACROSS AMERICA

Submitted by Kathy Millbrand, Sew Happy Scrappers Group Leader Submitted by Lael Loyd, Yakima Quilts of Valor in Washington

On Friday, June 6, 2025 a special QOV award was presented by On May 1, Lance Corporal Anthony W., surrounded by members

two of our newest chapter members of Sew Happy Scrappers in of his family and tribe, was wrapped in his Quilt of Valor by

Southeast Michigan. members of Yakima QOV. Tony served with the United States
Marine Corp for two years, including a deployment to Vietnam.

Rose Skell and Bernie Siemion have made it their mission to He was trained in the operation, maintenance and firing of field

award fellow classmate members with a Quilt of Valor. All of these  artillery pieces and all related equipment. Photograph taken by his

classmates nominated are Vietnam Veterans. daughter, Devon S.

Craig M. was awarded and honored, with several of his classmates
in attendance. It was especially heartwarming that both Rose and
Bernie were able to do the wrap of the quilt that they made. The
quilt was awarded during their monthly luncheon of classmates.
All in attendance were in awe as the other people in this local
restaurant stood and applauded our honored veteran for his

service.

QUILTS OF VALOR AND KEY CEREMONY IN TEXAS

=
i Submitted by Ginger Cole, Wilson County Sassy Southern Quilters Group Leader
B+ ;

: Wilson County Sassy Southern Quilters were honored to be asked to present a Quilt

of Valor (QOV) to a U.S. Army Veteran receiving a home through Homes For Our
Troops during a key ceremony in Floresville, Texas, on June 7, 2025.
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SURVIVING AN ACCIDENT TO BECOME A QOV
Submitted by Sandra Lazaroff Front Range QOV and the Colorado State Coordinator

Hello - let me introduce myself.
My name is “The Accident’s Eagle.”

I am a Quilt of Valor, and like any typical Quilt of Valor, today (6,/28,/2025) 1 was

awarded to a deserving Veteran. But my journey has been anything but typical.

I was riding in the back seat of my quilt-maker’s car, on the way to be delivered to a
QOV member for eventual awarding. While making a left turn, we were T-boned by a
car going 70 mph. I really don’t remember much right after that, but I later heard that
my quiltmaker (Carol H) was injured and unconscious. When the First Responders
arrived, they thought that she had been killed in the accident. As the First Responders
were cleaning up the scene, they filled the back seat with the battery and various car
parts covered in gas and oil - all on top of me! - before we were hauled off to the salvage yard. | knew my days as a Quilt of Valor were over.
As for Carol, she spent 4 months in the hospital and rehab and underwent five surgeries.

I don’t know how long I spent in the car at the salvage yard, but finally one day I was rescued. Torn and stained, I was in a sorry state, when
Carolyn M, a very talented quiltmaker and member of Front Range QOV, picked me up and said, “I can fix this” - and she did! She carefully
cut an eagle & flag from a panel & appliqued it over my scars, then she finely darned a couple of places that weren’t covered. I still have a
few scars that you can see (if you look hard enough), and a few more that you can’t. But I must say, I look pretty good now.

My QOV group wanted to award me to a Veteran who, like me, carries both visible and hidden scars, and they found the perfect recipient.
When another veteran, “Big Tony” heard my story, he knew the perfect recipient. Major Chuck W, like me, has injuries both hidden &
visible ... a 22-year Army veteran, he suffered a TBI when a failed airborne jump left him unconscious and in hospital; another jump resulted
in a broken foot/ankle/leg - and later, combatrelated events during the Gulf Wars left him with other more visible injuries.

Today our ceremony was held at Carol’s home, with “Big Tony” a proud participant of the event. Major W was thrilled to meet those
involved with making and rescuing me, and the others that made this ceremony happen.

FIRST SERGEANT AWARDED
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl, Grateful Quilters of Ohio Group

Army Veteran Sherry L., of Cardington, Ohio was the recipient of a Quilt of Valor award
on June 28, 2025 from the Grateful Quilters of Ohio group.

Sherry served 26 years, from 1991 to 2017, in the U.S. Army Reserve retiring at the rank
of First Sergeant. She served 2 tours in support of Enduring and Iragi Freedom and 3
tours stateside in the capacity of training troops to go overseas or providing support in
the case of a homeland security emergency.

A First Sergeant is the highestranking non-commissioned officer who performs “hands-
on” leadership. In a nutshell, they "accomplish the mission and take care of their

Soldiers".

Sherry was nominated for the award by her husband, Matthew L., who is also a 24-year
Army Veteran.

V=

i

- =
General, U.S. Army

Jenn — Specialist, U.S. Army Bernard — Seaman, U.S. Navy Roger — Gunner Mate Seaman, U.S. Michael — Major
Navy

g
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AWARDED TO SPECIALIST 5
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl, member of Grateful Quilters of Ohio Group

SP5 David W. of Dublin, Ohio was awarded a Quilt of Valor from the Grateful Quilters of Ohio
Group on July 4, 2025 with several friends, including Army buddies, present to witness. David served
in the U.S. Army from 1969-1971, during the Vietnam War era. His primary duty station was in

Los Angeles, California. He served in the Nike-Hercules Air Defense Unit. The Nike Hercules was a
command-guided, long-range, high-altitude anti-aircraft missile. It was normally deployed in fixed bases
with a central radar and control site.

The rank of Specialist 5 signifies a significant level of proficiency and experience within a support and
technical role. They are expected to be the “go-to experts”.

David was nominated for the award by his wife Christine who assisted in wrapping the quilt around
David. He was very excited and appreciative of the QOV Foundation for honoring him.

AWARD ACROSS AMERICA
Submitted by Karri Groomer, QOVF Block Builders in MI

On June 1st, Airman Ronald K., USAF, and Specialist Patrick B., USAF, were covered
with their Quilts of Valor at Ascension Lutheran Church in East Lansing, M1, Pastor
Sean presiding. Airman K’s duty included the Air Defense Command Unmanned Radar
Stations, Strategic Air Command Electric Shop, building runways while stationed with
the 44th Fighter Group in Tan Son Nhut and Bangkok. Specialist B’s duty was to manage
computer installations just outside Saigon.

Photo from Left to Right — Karri G (Quilter), Ron; Carol K, Rebecca, Patrick B

QOVF'S CELEBRATION OF OUR NATION'S 250TH BIRTHDAY!
Submitted by QOVF SQ-Centennial Committee

The Quilts of Valor Foundation is all about expressing gratitude to our veterans and active duty military
members for their service to our nation. As you all know by now, 2026 marks the 250th Birthday of the
United States of America, better known as our Semiquincentennial (or as we’ve been calling it the “SQ-
Centennial.) In gratitude to you, our members, for your dedication in fulfilling our QOVF mission and
in cooperation with Northcott Fabrics, the Board of Directors will be sending all of our group leaders
(who are up to date in September, 2025) a patriotic quilt panel commemorating this historic American
milestone. As early as the French and Indian War 1754-1763 to today, American veterans and service
members have fought for our nation’s security, thus enabling this celebration of two and a half centuries
of freedom. How fitting that our birthday gift to you will be incorporated in a Quilt of Valor to honor
that service!

Each QOVF Group leader will be receiving a QOVF specific panel early this Fall. Also, additional
panels will ONLY be available for order through the Quilts of Valor Foundation Store in early Fall. In
anticipation of SQ-Centennial quilt awards beginning in January, 2026, we are also sharing quilt design
options compliments of Nancy Cann, Group Leader of QOV of Central Kentucky and annual National
Block Coordinator, and Robin Koehler, QOVF Board Member. These great patterns will inspire your quiltmaking choices.

The SQ-Centennial Committee began meeting in January. Anticipate more exciting announcements as QOVF celebrates this historic
American birthday. In keeping with our Foundation’s emphasis on expressing gratitude, we need to thank a very generous member of
the QOVF Board of Directors for underwriting the expense of the design and initial purchase of 1,000 yards of 250th/QOVF specific
fabric. Also, Northcott Fabrics has always had our QOVF’s best interest in mind. Their enthusiasm and cooperation designing this panel
and coordinating fabrics will inspire some incredible celebratory quilts in 2026. Lastly, QOVs of Central Kentucky under the guidance of
Nancy Cann volunteered to cut and mail panels to over 700 QOVF groups. We are most appreciative of their time and efforts.

Stay tuned for additional announcements as America 250 and QOVF’s participation in making quilt history gets underway. We hope
2026 will be filled with Award ceremonies wrapping our nation’s veterans and military with these unique quilts in commemoration of

America’s 250th Birthday.

Thank you for all you do for QOVF!
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JOURNAL QUILTS OF VALOR FOUNDATION
LEADERSHIP RETREAT 2025

Submitted by Kathy Bates, North Olympic Peninsula Quilts of Valor
Group Leader

Day One: After a flight from Seattle to Detroit and then on to Des
Moines, I arrived at the first location for the retreat just on time. This
was a good thing, because I was 90 minutes late out of Detroit and
afraid I was going to miss the first session, which started at noon.

Pastries, fruit and beverages were provided for all to enjoy, including
some wonderful brownies with fudge frosting that I could not resist.

The highlight of the afternoon session was a panel discussion that
included several local women in positions of leadership, including
Marianne Fons. The others included the chairperson of the local
Chamber of Commerce, the director of the Iowa Quilt Museum,
the owner of a beautiful local quilt store and others. The moderator
asked such questions as “What is your idea of a good leader; what
characteristics make a good leader” and others. At the end, we were
invited to ask questions. This was followed by a slide show by a
representative of the local Rotary Club, who pointed out various ways
groups could partner with service organizations such as Rotary, Elks,
the various military services organizations (American Legion, VFW/,
DAV, etc.) to raise funds for our mission.

Following these presentations, we adjourned to the site of the new
Quilts of Valor Headquarters offices in downtown Winterset.
Winterset is a quintessential Midwest small town, with a big town
square with the County Courthouse, surrounded by businesses
including the Quilt Museum and quilt shop. The QOVF
headquarters is about half a block from the courthouse in a 19th
century brick building. It has a bright blue door, and when you enter,
the first quilt you see is a beautiful scrappy-pieced Purple Heart,
behind the front desk/register. The front of the headquarters is their
shop, and the rest of the space are offices. We were there to have the
official ribbon-cutting for this new facility.

Following the ribbon cutting and a speech or two, we were on our
own for a time exploring the town. Winterset happens to be the
hometown of John Wayne. The main street is John Wayne Blvd.,
and there’s a bronze of him as, if [ were guessing, Rooster Cogburn.
I visited the quilt shop first - but managed not to buy anything.

A lovely shop, it runs from its frontage on the town square clear
through to the street behind. As you might imagine, she has a fine
collection of patriotic and Americana fabrics. I chose not to buy
because we were going to Hamilton, Missouri the next day.

Two doors down was the Quilt Museum. While not large, it is
located in what was originally a J.C. Penney department store,
complete with mezzanine. It has a small shop in the reception area,
and the rest of the building is display space. They were hosting

a collection of quilts from three different quilters with similar
techniques. These quilts were definitely art quilts made with mostly
very small (less than an inch) pieces of fabric. They were all quite
abstract, though if one looked at the titles, then one could sometimes
see what they were meant to portray. Bright colors and lots of white
space, and extremely dense quilting represented most of the quilts.
Definitely interesting, beautiful, and worth seeing. Personally, I would
never want to start a project like that, but I could certainly see the

beauty.

It being about 5 o’clock by this time, we all made our way to the
Wildwood Ranch Resort, where we were to be staying. Due to limited
space, some attendees were staying in a hotel near town, but those

of us who registered early had lodging at the Resort. The resort is a
big, sprawling facility with two areas with cabins, a lake with all the
fun floating things a teenager could want, and the general meeting
rooms and administrative buildings. Our cabins were along the lake
shore, but above the water about thirty feet. A spiral slide that ended
in the water was right outside my cabin. The cabins were among trees
and wildflowers and were very nicely arranged and appointed. With
two of us to each “suite”, we were greeted with a welcome basket
from Kathy Jura, Assistant Executive Director of Quilts of Valor
Foundation, and personal notes from Lauri Leirdahl, the current
Chairman of the Board, and a member of our Olympia Group, Stars
and Stripes. Lauri spent some time with these notes, as each was
personalized. The basket included candy, nuts, and fruit, and was
great for a snack later in the evening.

Following check-in, we all met in the dining room for dinner and an
opportunity to actually meet and talk to each other. Following dinner,
we were briefed on the schedule for the next two days, and after a
pretty exhausting day, we all crashed in our cabins for the night.

Day Two: Breakfast at 8 a.m., and then the bus to Hamilton.
Hamilton, Missouri is not only the home of Missouri Star Quilts, but
also of the founder of ].C. Penney. After a very rainy ride through
rolling green fields, we arrived at the town square and were greeted by
B.J. He gave us a brief orientation of where the shops are, and what
each holds, and, bless him, provided each of us with a peachy pink
poncho to wear, as it was positively pouring down.

Most of us headed to the primary store. This one contains a shop
with mementoes such as t-shirts, mugs, and, of course, lots of quilting
goodies. It also has a representative sample of the fabrics in each of
the stores - batiks, Christmas, kiddie fabrics, “seasonal” (where the
patriotic stuff was), florals, and a big section in the Penney building
(formerly the Penney Department Store) of solids and blenders.

We had arrived about 12:30, so most of us headed for lunch

before actually hitting the stores, then off we went! The group I

was with went straight for the patriotic stuff and I brought back a
bunch - none of which I have seen before - beautiful! The stores

are beautiful, with sitting areas with comfortable chairs, beautifully
organized shelving, very gracious store employees to help you find
things, and a cutting table in almost every room - two or three in
some. Not much waiting in line. The stores are all brightly lit with big
front windows on the main street, and good lighting inside. Each one
is sort of your dream quilt shop - and there are a bunch of them. I
have to admit that I didn’t look at much other than the patriotics and
then I moved on to the solids and blenders, because I make a lot of
quilts using them and maybe a border patriotic print. I spent $200 in
each of the two places, and stopped because (1) time was running out
for me to get stuff shipped and (2) I just had all I could carry! Oh -1
forgot to say that B.]., when he greeted us, also brought along a swag
bag for each - beautiful, waterproof, with a zippable top. It contained
a copy of Block Magazine, a couple of fat quarters, and a map to all
the stores and the entire downtown area, with a list of restaurants,
directions to the JC Penney house, etc. That bag was the best! It
contained everything I bought and went into a box to ship home (for
free, as [ was well over the $100 point). Hope it gets here this week, as
our QOV group meets this Friday and I want to show everyone.
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At four o’clock, we all loaded on the bus and headed back to
Winterset, via the same rest stop we had stopped at on the way down.
A big Iowa souvenir place with, of course, gas station and Maid-Rite
restaurant. Going down, many of us invested in umbrellas. Coming
back, there was much to check out. I was wishing for a Maid-Rite
souvenir, as my husband grew up on them - he is from Iowa. Maid-
Rites are a hamburger, sort of. The meat is not in a patty, but instead
is very finely ground and, I believe, steamed. I have had one in my life,
in my husband’s hometown, and it was very good. The meat is very
nicely seasoned and served on a soft hamburger bun. They didn’t have
any souvenirs, and I didn’t need a Maid-Rite, so on we went.

Arriving back at the resort, we had about a half hour before dinner
and the evening events. Dinner was Subway sandwiches, various chips
and fruit and more brownies! A yummy dessert was provided by Linda
Duff, QOVF Office Manager. After, we played Quilter’s Bingo for
about an hour, with the opportunity to win prizes. I actually won a
quilting book that has some great patterns for QOVs in it.

Day Three: Breakfast on our first sunny day. Light breeze, blue
skies, and a wonderful start for our last day. We shared the breakfast
room with a local high school football team, who were there for a
team-building couple of days. Very tall, broad-shouldered boys with
big grins - all very polite and courteous. Following breakfast, we
adjourned to an upstairs classroom for our leadership training. The
whole retreat up to this point had been mostly establishing contacts
and sharing stories and methods of doing things - all very useful. Now
we were to get the Leadership part.

Nancy Cann was the keynote speaker. Nancy is a former State
Coordinator for Kentucky, and the designer of this year’s annual block
- a Log Cabin with a large center square. She also designed a number
of quilts using the block, and these were hanging in our initial meeting
place. All beautiful, and all a bit different from the straightforward Log
Cabins we all know and love. On the website, there’s a great tutorial
for some of the many fun things you can do with the block.

Nancy’s presentation was about leadership, of course - and she
brought us all into it. She asked us for input as she went along. One
of her main points was that “management” and “leadership” are not
the same thing - even though many use the terms interchangeably.
She said “You manage things, you lead people.” Iwill be able to share
more on her talk when my swag bag and contents arrive - since that’s
where my notes are. However, I can tell you, even after twenty years in
the Navy, the last half of them in leadership roles, she gave me a lot to
think about.

Following her lecture, we had the opportunity for the final door prizes,
and I won a set of Janice Lynn books. Since I already have two of
them, I gave them to the quilter sitting next to me - a retired librarian
who volunteers at her local library, and who will donate the books
there. I didn’t want to try to carry them home! Lexie Millikan, our
Executive Director, sent us home with a cute “travel essential” bag.

That was our farewell. Much hugging and exchanging business cards
and hopes to see and interact again in the future. Back to our cabins
to check out and make our way homeward.

COLUMBINE QUILT GUILD HONORS VETERANS
Submitted by Peggy Rogers, Group Leader of Columbine Quilt Guild

On July 14, 2025 the Columbine Quilt Guild, located in Arvada, Colorado, hosted an
award ceremony for Sgt. Stan B. of Arvada, Spc. Paul D. of Central City, and Spc. Jeff

B. of Westminster.

Stan was stationed in Alaska, Germany, Libya, and California while serving in the Air
Force from 1966 to 1970. He also served with the Colorado Air National Guard from

1976 to 1977, with a temporary assignment in Honduras.

Jeff served with the Army's 2nd Brigade combat team, 87th Infantry Battalion with the
10th Mountain Division from 2017 to 2021, serving during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
During his 2018 deployment, his company was responsible for base security and route

clearance patrols, during which more than 100 IEDs were identified and removed.

Paul served with the Army's 25th Infantry as an 11bravo, infantry man, from 2009 to 2013, serving during Operation Iraqi Freedom and

Operation New Dawn. During his service Paul earned his Expert Marksmanship Badge, and after coming into contact with the enemy
and experiencing an IED explosion, was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge.

About 40 Guild members attended the ceremony. Many of the Guild's members have served or have family who served and the Guild

has long supported the Quilts of Valor group.

AVAILABLE VOLUNTEER POSITONS
Submitted by QOVF IT Team

Do you have computer skills or experience! Would you like to help other QOVF groups and individual members with their QOVF
accounts and NAMS? The IT team is looking for volunteers to help with the NAMS Help Desk, Training, Website, and more.

Go to the QOVF homepage. Click on “Contact Us” and then select “Volunteer”. The IT team will get back to you quickly.
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Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314
2014: 17,373
2015: 18,772
2016: 19,051
2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375

2020: 22,775
2021: 29,302
2022: 31,707
2023: 37,063
2024: 38,029
2025: 15,456

Total: 416,817
(from date of first recorded award

through June 30, 2025)

* X X

f

acebook.com/QOVFoundation

outube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation

twitter.com/QOVFoundation

instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation

pinterest.com/qovf

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence e Valuing service over self © Being accountable

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus

Staff

Membership, Accounting, QOVF Store,
Quilt Business Program, and
Volunteer Services

Linda Duff

Stephanie Tinnirello

Southeast Region—Kim Price
Kim.Price@qovf.org

(AL, FL, GA, NC & SC)
Southern Region—Suzanne DiCarlo
Suzanne.DiCarlo@qovf.org

(AR, LA, MS, OK, & TX)

Walt Davis Teresa Nunn Southwest Region—Darlene Berwick

Marianne Fons Billie Haines Darlene.Berwick@qovf.org

Eric McCarty membership@qovf.org (AZ, CA, CO, HI, NM, NV & UT)

June Moore accounting@qovf.org

Sue Reich qovfstore@qovf.org Mailing Address:
quilt.business@qovf.org Quilts of Valor Foundation

Board of Directors marketing@qovf.org PO Box 191

}ﬁ;til Leircl::1l\1}T Prle)sid'ecr;t : Volunteer Staff Wainterset, IA 50273

G [Saleney A SR Longarm Coordinator : .
Nancy Grigsby, Secretary Crystal Farinella For more information about QOVF,

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member

Jon Neuhaus, Member

Chris Hamp, Member Development
Nancy Thomson, Member

Anna May Nauss, Member

Julie Dodds, Member

Executive Staff

Executive Director

Lexie Millikan
lexie.millikan@qovf.org
Assistant Executive Director
Kathy Jura
kathy.jura@qovf.org

LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Information and Help Desk Coordinator
Suzanne DiCarlo
info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program
uow@qovf.org

QOVF Regional Coordinators:
Great Lakes Region—Jan Copeland
Jan.Copeland@qovf.org

(IL, IN, KY, MI, OH & TN)
Mid-Atlantic Region—Donna Brookings
Donna.Brookings@qovf.org

(DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA & WV)
North Central Region—Karen Demaree
Karen.Demaree@qovf.org

see www.QOVF.org

For more information about the Board of

Directors and how to contact your Regional

Coordinators and State Coordinator go to

www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us/.

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor

Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Do you have an article, idea or
suggestion for Threads? Email it to us at
newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please

(IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD & W)
Northeast Region—Donna Brookings

Photos that appear in Threads are either DemmaSreel s @ ies

used with permission or are public domain
images. The editorial team makes every
effort to credit photographers.

(CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI & VT)
Pacific Northwest Region—Samy Owen
Samy.Owen@qovf.org

(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA & WY)

include photo releases for all photos
submitted.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.
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