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In conjunction with the ribbon-cutting ceremony, we also held a
Leadership Retreat, where our team leaders gathered to brainstorm,
share ideas, and reaffirm our commitment to our mission. The
retreat fostered collaboration and innovation, ensuring that we are

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
by Lexie Millikan

I am thrilled to share some exciting news
with our Quilts of Valor Foundation
community! On Friday, June 6th, we
celebrated a significant milestone with the
ribbon-cutting ceremony for our new office
in Winterset, IA. This charming space will
serve as a hub for our operations,
trengthening the work that our staff is able Executive Director
to do in support of our mission of honoring

veterans through the award of handmade quilts.

well-prepared for the upcoming year and the many opportunities

it holds for us to recognize our veterans and service members. We
are honored to continue calling Winterset, IA, home to our office

- headquarters. The Smithsonian Magazine even named Winterset as
Lexie Millikan one of the "15 Best Small Towns to Visit in 2025." So, if you haven't
been there yet, be sure to visit and stop at the national headquarters
of the Quilts of Valor Foundation!

Thank you for being a vital part of our organization. We are filled
with excitement and optimism for what the future holds. We
look forward to continuing the Quilts of Valor mission from
this fantastic new location.

It was a joyous occasion filled with gratitude and camaraderie as we
welcomed supporters, veterans, QOV members, and community
members to join in the celebration. The palpable sense of
community and support was a powerful reminder of the incredible
impact we can achieve when we work together, making each and
every one of you an integral part of our journey. To add to the
momentous occasion, representatives from the American Legion
of lowa Foundation were on hand to present Quilts of Valor with a
grant check to help support our growing technology needs.

NATIONAL 400,000TH QUILT OF VALOR
Submitted by QOV Marketing

Drew Bartkiewicz, a Gulf War Army Aviator, received
the National 400,000th Quilt of Valor in Washington,
Connecticut last week. He is a West Point graduate
and served in the United States Army’s 82nd
Airborne Division during the Gulf War from 1989 to
1992, earning a Bronze Star.
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GEORGIA VETERANS AWARDED GRAND PRAIRIE QUILTS OF

Submitted by Carmelita Williams, Group Leader, Middle Georgia Quilts of Valor. VALOR PRESENTATION
' Lorie Bernh
On May 10, 2025, Middle Georgia Quilts of Valor, a fairly new QOV Group, awarded grz:gt;ig?e 5235 e(;r;tvzrlgl:, member

their first six Quilts of Valor at the Museum of Aviation in Warner Robins, Georgia. The
three Group members, Carmelita Williams, Cheryl Milton, and Debra Fingles, and the
Museum’s Event Coordinator, Karen R. coordinated the event.

April 6, 2025, Corporal Calvin Iron B. of

Award recipients, from left to right: John 1. (Air Force, Operations Desert Shield/Storm), Carlisle, Arkansas, was presented a Quilt
William H. (Navy, Operation Iraqi Freedom), Gerald L. (Army, “Blue Ghost”, F-Troop, of Valor from the Grand Prairie Quilts of
8th Calvary Regiment, Vietnam), LaDonna S. (Air Force, Commander, Operations Valor Group, Stuttgart, Arkansas. Calvin
Enduring/Iraqi Freedom, and War in Afghanistan), David B. (Army, Commander, was nominated for the Quilt of Valor by
Operations Enduring/Iraqi Freedom, New Dawn, Desert Shield/Storm), and Billie Jo B. members of the Grand Prairie Chapter of
(Navy, Operations Enduring/Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn). the Daughters of the American Revolution
The Middle Georgia QOV Group awarded these six honorees with their quilts in a ;i[} PDAR)’ Stuttgirt, c:lf}\l)v hécgéfs aughter
ceremony attended by family, friends, and Warner Robins’ Mayor LaRhonda Patrick. on.lga dlsf.a mer.nler. i~ .

e . i o provided financial sponsorship for this
Mrs. Williams noted in her speech that “...Often nominees are so humbled by their time Quilt of Valor.
in service that public recognition feels awkward and/or unnecessary. So, it is with great
respect that we recognize and thank service members and veterans for their service and Calvin served during World War 11, June
sacrifice.” Everyone’s presence added immense value to the ceremony - a moment filled 1944 to April 1946, at the Battle of the
with cheers, tears, and smiles. Most notably, the support from community leaders was Bulge in the Ardennes. He received two
deeply appreciated and did not go unnoticed. Purple Hearts, the French Liberation
Photo by Debra Fingles, Member, Middle Georgia Quilts of Valor. Medal, and a Bronze Star. In 2019, he

received the Central Arkansas Veterans
Healthcare System coin.

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED: UPDATE YOUR MEMBER
cTio QU v ou ARMY AVIATION SUMMIT 2025 IN

1
lNFQRMATlO‘N. ' NASHVILLE, TN
Submitted by Quilts of Valor Foundation Staff Photographs submitted by Robert P. St.
To QOV Members, including quilt businesses, and group leaders: It is important John, Member, Music City QOV TN

that you update your contact information and mailing address listed in your profile.
We have received numerous reports of members not receiving important emails
from our organization. To ensure you stay informed about critical announcements
and updates, please take the time now to verify your contact information.

QOV Group Leaders: Stay tuned for a special announcement on July Ist.
Reminder on how to log in to the Member Dashboard:

1. Select Member Sign In located in the upper right corner.

2. Log in using your credentials and select Sign In.

3. Once you are signed in, view the Member Dashboard by selecting the Member
Dashboard button in the upper right corner.

4. After the Member Dashboard page loads on your screen, your login
information will appear on the left side. From there, select Update Profile to
review and make any significant updates to your profile.

If you have any questions updating your information in your profile, please email
membership@qovf.org.
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PARTNERS CORNER
Be sure to check out AccuQuilt FREE

Live Virtual Events. Don’t miss your
chance to join in and learn from the best!

AQS QuiltWeek Upcoming Quilt Shows
Grand Rapids, MI - August 20 - 23, 2025
Lancaster, PA - September 10 - 13, 2025

Don't miss out on this opportunity to see
beautiful quilts, participate in workshops,
and connect with fellow quilting
enthusiasts. Be sure to mark your calendars

for AQS QuiltWeek 2026!

Shop Item: Ohio Star Thank You Cards by
Deborah Fisher

This set of four Thank You cards by artist Deborah
Fisher celebrates the Ohio Star, Quilts of Valor 2024

Block the Year. Each set features one of each design.
Click to purchase a set.

For more about Deborah Fisher, visit her website.

2025 Original Sewing & Quilt Expo
Dallas-Irving, TX - July 31, August 1-2
Fredericksburg, VA - Sept. 25-27
Nashville-Lebanon, TN - Oct. 2-4
Cincinnati-Sharonville - OH, Oct. 16-18
Detroit-Novi, MI - Nov. 6-8

For further details and to register, click
here.

Don't miss out—the 2026 dates are also
officially available!

Janome continues to offer the 3160 Quilts of Valor
edition sewing machine! This fantastic machine
comes with a quilting attachment kit that includes
both a free-motion quilting foot and a walking foot.
Take advantage of this great option for your quilting
projects! Click here to purchase a 3160QOV edition
sewing machine.

Keystone Carving offers Hard Maple and Solid
Cherry American-made wooden Quilters Clappers.
If you're interested in purchasing a QOV Clapper,
click here.

MerryStockings The Military Bears series includes
a Navy Bear, Coast Guard Bear, Space Forces Bear,
Marine Bear, Army Bear, and Air Force Bear. Each
Bear in the Military Series includes a felt that is

stamped with the patterns, 5 mm cupped sequins,

beads, DMC embroidery floss, needles, and full color

instructions. Each bear, when finished, stands 5" tall. You can also add the soldier's name

to the back of the bear. Shop the MerryStockings Military Bears series.

Flag of
Sugor Stitches v [e
Sacrifice

Quilt Pattern

Shop Item: Purchase
your 12 Quilts of

Valor pack made by
Villa Rosa Designs!

Villa Rosa Designs
created a pack of 12
patterns that perfectly
align with the Quilts
of Valor standards,
making your creations not just beautiful, but

Connecting Threads has patriotic
Quilts of Valor Thread Sets and QOV
Quilt Kits.

Quilts of Valor Thread Set
MasterPiece 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor
So Fine! 5 Spool Set - Quilts of Valor

Our friend
from Sugar
Stitches has

a great quilt
pattern,

the Flag of
Sacrifice Quilt

Basics Traverse Quilts Of Valor Red Pattern. Click here to purchase this also meaningful. Click here to purchase the
White Blue Cotton Quilt Kit pattern. patterns.

b o na N
eHCONCe
4";""‘;""‘5

SPONSOR REMEMBRANCE WREATHS
THROUGH WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

For over 30 years, Wreaths Across America has
worked with volunteers to lay wreaths on veterans’
graves during December. National Wreaths Across
America Day is Saturday, December 13, 2025. Please
help us honor and remember as many fallen heroes
as possible by sponsoring remembrance wreaths, volunteering on Wreaths Day, or inviting
your family and friends to attend with you. Click here to learn more. You can also sponsor
remembrance wreaths with local QOV Groups that are also listed on the website.

Originals!

Check out Mary Anne's wonderful
selection of QOV patterns on her website.

Click here to find vour perfect design!

June 2025 3
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HONORING HEROES ONE QUILT AT A TIME:
SHERWOOD'’S JOURNEY WITH QUILTS OF VALOR
Submitted by Kathy Jura, QOVF Assistant Executive Director

When retired Navy veteran Sherwood Preece first heard about
Quilts of Valor, it wasn’t from a flyer or an event — it was from
a visit. One Sunday evening in September 2018, a group from
the Northern Utah Beehive Group, led by Jennifer Lee, came
to his home with a special mission: to honor him with a Quilt
of Valor. “I hadn’t done anything,” Sherwood recalled humbly,
“but they just wanted to honor me.” That night marked the
beginning of a profound connection to the QOV Foundation,
a nonprofit dedicated to wrapping veterans in comfort and
gratitude.

Inspired by that moment,
Sherwood and his wife nominated
her three brothers—Army
veterans themselves—for QOV
awards. “The presentation was a
surprise for them, and it was very
touching,” Sherwood shared. The
eldest brother, who had battled
cancer caused by Agent Orange
exposure during Vietnam, passed
away three years ago, making the
tribute especially poignant.

Though not a quilter by trade—his last sewing project was a
small outfit for his son back in 1974—Sherwood joined the
Northern Utah Beehive Group in early 2022 to help present
quilts to veterans. “I fell in love with doing the presentations,”
he said, recalling his first award to a 92-year-old World War II
veteran. “Listening to their stories and seeing their reactions—
it's powerful.”

Eventually, Sherwood
challenged himself to
make a quilt. “My first
quilt had four-point
stars, and it was a big
time challenge,” he
admitted. “It took me
over a year to finish it.”
Balancing his quilting
with responsibilities as
Junior Vice Commander
for DAV Chapter 8, honor
guard duties, emergency
communications

volunteer, and church
commitments, Sherwood’s dedication to service is inspiring.

For Sherwood, the true reward lies in the moments of
connection. “What [ enjoy most is meeting veterans,
presenting them with a quilt, and hearing their stories. So
many have never experienced this kind of recognition.” One
veteran, who had never spoken about his military service,
opened up after receiving his quilt—a testament to the healing
power of QOV. “After I left, he spent over two hours talking
about his experiences. That was moving.”

In just over three years, Sherwood has awarded more than
200 Quilts of Valor and continues to nominate veterans
nationwide. With his wife by his side capturing each
memorable presentation, his efforts embody the spirit of the
foundation: honoring heroes, one quilt at a time.

GRATEFUL QUILTERS AWARDS THE CO-FOUNDER
OF PURPLE HEART HOMES

Submitted by Sharon Bormann, Group Leader of Grateful
Quilters of Mooreswille, NC

On April 22nd, John G., who
served in the US Army from
1996 to 2005, was awarded by
the members of the Grateful
Quilters. John deployed for
Operation Iraqi Freedom and is
a Purple Heart recipient. John
is the co-founder and CEO

of Purple Heart Homes,
headquartered in Statesville,
NC. The mission of Purple
Heart Homes is to honor and
support veterans by ensuring
they have safe and accessible
homes.

John's quilt was made from a kit
purchased from the Fat Quarter
Shop. This kit was a fundraiser
for QOV several years ago.

We thought the pattern was
appropriate for John G.
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QUILT FOR A WORLD WAR Il VETERAN
Submitted by Jean Robinson Wallace (member) & Linda Heltz (Group Leader) of Central Arkansas
Quilts of Valor

On March 12, 2025, Central Arkansas Quilts of
Valor awarded a quilt to Mary F. (W.A.C) Women’s
Army Corp (1945-1947) veteran who served under
General Dwight Eisenhower Headquarters in Europe
manning one of the busiest telephone switchboards
in Europe. Mary turned 100 this year. We are so

glad to be able to award a quilt to this World War

II veteran. Because of her ability to speak French,

she escorted 24 French war brides to Denver as their
translator from Europe.

On this occasion, she was also recognized for her service with a plaque from the State
of Arkansas and an American flag that had been flown over the State Capital of
Arkansas. Central Arkansas Quilts of Valor made her quilt.

Submitted By: Lael Loyd, Yakima Quilts of Valor member

LCpl David R. was wrapped in his Quilt of Valor on
May 6 by members of Yakima QOV. Dave served for
four years in the The United States Marine Corps,
and worked in the Motor Transport, re-fueling and
driving to ensure all troops had water and supplies
they needed. Yakima QOV were honored to be part
of the incredible stories and emotion shared by both

he and his wife.

It was an honor and joy for Yakima QOV members

to wrap SPC4 Donna T. in her Quilt of Valor on
May 2 at her place of business, surrounded by her
family and co-workers. Donna served in the United
States Army, earning her Sharpshooter Medal in Rifle
and Grenades. She worked as a Photo and Layout
Specialist, creating maps. She also served in medical.
After six years, she was honorably discharged.

Photographer: Steve Noble

Submitted by Shirley Kasprzyk, Sweet Darling
QOVin FL

Sweet Darling QOV Sew Day took place
in May.

SEW DAY AT NASHUA SEW & VAC

Submitted by Donna Swanson, New
Hampshire State Coordinator

Nashua Sew and Vac, a proud supporter
of the Quilts of Valor Foundation,
sponsored a Quilts of Valor Sew Day

on May 12th in Nashua, NH. The
participants used the 2025 annual
block, the Log Cabin, to construct a
quilt top that will be presented at a later
date. Nashua Sew and Vac provided the
fabric and sewing machines as well as
lunch for the group. A great time was
had and everyone is looking forward to
gathering again to create another quilt
top for our nominees.

Submitted Jeri Beem, Piece Works Quilts of
Valor lowa

Over 10 quilts were made during the Piece
Works Quilts of Valor Sew Day. Photo of
the Piece Works Group outside the Quilts
of Valor Foundation in Winterset.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
DAR DINNER
Submitted by Donna
Swanson, New
Hampshire State
Coordinator

Jacob A., served -

in the U.S. Navy

received his QOV at the New Hampshire
DAR dinner on April 25th.
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WELCOME HOME
Submitted by Karen Daniels, Coweta County Quilts of Valor, Georgia

The Coweta County Quilts of Valor
group in Newnan, Georgia consists of
fifty-plus members and meets on the
fourth Saturday of each month at the
Coweta Veterans Club. To date, this
group has awarded 1,232 Quilts of
Valor, and participates in numerous
community events throughout the
year, including the Coweta County
Fair, Veteran’s Day activities, and the
Veterans Expo. This group is a very
active and committed group that strives
to award as many World War II and

Vietnam Veterans as possible.

On Tuesday morning, May 27th, the Coweta County Quilts of Valor group had the privilege of presenting six Vietnam Veterans with
Quilts of Valor at the Benton House in Newnan. It is always an honor to say “Welcome Home” to our Vietnam Veterans. It’s something
that many of them have never heard. They also haven’t heard “Thank you for your Service and your Sacrifice”. All six Veterans were very
grateful for their quilts. We had a room full of friends, family, and residents to wrap our Veterans in a beautiful quilt and thank them for
their service. We’d especially like to thank Jean Raines, Beverly Watkins, Brenda Hall, Louise Sinclair, Colleen Foley, and Karen Daniels
for presenting our Veterans with their quilts.

LOG CABIN: QUILTS OF VALOR 2025 BLOCK
Submitted by QOV Marketing

To date we have received over 2,033 Log Cabin blocks. The Log Cabin is designed and written by
Nancy Cann and there are many ways and sizes to make Log Cabin blocks.

Instructions | Log Cabin Block Information | Log Cabin Block Video Tutorial

Along with the Log Cabin Block Instructions on the National Block website page, we have 12
patterns featured for creating your Log Cabin Quilts.

The requirements for our Log Cabin block are fabrics need to be 100% cotton, and color selection
should be confined to shades of red, white or cream, and blue, and can be solids or small scale prints.

Photograph Submission from Elizabeth F., member of Johnson County KS in Overland Park, KS.
Elizabeth made the Pinwheel Star Quilt from her log cabin blocks during this year’s National Sew Day.
This is a picture of her quilt from those blocks.

Photograph Submission from Bernadette F., member of Pocono Mountain Quilts of Valor in
Stroudsburg, PA. Bernadette attended a retreat and was inspired to make the quilt featured in the All
Star Quilts of Valor pattern book on page 77, “Oh Say Can You See!”.

Consider tagging Quilts of Valor Foundation on social media platforms and using
#QOVFNationalBlockDrive2025, #QOVF2025Block, and #QOVFLogCabinBlock with your Log
Cabin posts. For those not on social media, you can submit a photograph or video to marketing@qovf.
org. If you wish to send an article and pictures to be featured in our Threads newsletter, you can send

them to newslettersubmission@qovf.org.

NOTE FROM LINDA
Submitted by Linda Duff, QOVF Office Manager + Order Fulfillment

It’s really rather fun to see your orders come in. I feel like your personal shopper as I gather the items you've requested, all the while
wondering what you and your group are doing and how you’ll be using those supplies and merchandise. I'd like to be at every event
you're involved with; unfortunately I can’t. But I wish you the best in those upcoming events as you share all about the Quilts of
Valor Foundation and continue to help us grow. If you have any questions, reach out to me by email at govfstore@qovf.org.
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https://www.qovf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-National-Block-Log-Cabin.pdf
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QUILTS OF VALOR

QO

* k

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314
2014: 17,373
2015: 18,772
2016: 19,051
2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375

2020: 22,775
2021: 29,302
2022: 31,707
2023: 37,063
2024: 38,029
2025: 12,541

* X X
* X X

Total: 413,902
(from date of first recorded award

through May 31, 2025)

f

acebook.com/QOVFoundation
outube.com/@quiltsofvalorfoundation

twitter.com/QOVFoundation

instagram.com/quiltsofvalorfoundation

pinterest.com/qovf

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence e Valuing service over self © Being accountable

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus

Staff

Membership, Accounting, QOVF Store,
Quilt Business Program, and
Volunteer Services

Linda Duff

Stephanie Tinnirello

Southeast Region—Kim Price
Kim.Price@qovf.org

(AL, FL, GA, NC & SC)
Southern Region—Suzanne DiCarlo
Suzanne.DiCarlo@qovf.org

(AR, LA, MS, OK, & TX)

Walt Davis Teresa Nunn Southwest Region—Darlene Berwick

Marianne Fons Billie Haines Darlene.Berwick@qovf.org

Eric McCarty membership@qovf.org (AZ, CA, CO, HI, NM, NV & UT)

June Moore accounting@qovf.org

Sue Reich qovfstore@qovf.org Mailing Address:
quilt.business@qovf.org Quilts of Valor Foundation

Board of Directors marketing@qovf.org PO Box 191

Lauri Leirdahl, President Volunteer Staff Winterset, IA 50273

Jodi Inman, Vice President

Nancy Grigsby, Secretary

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Robin Koehler, Member

John Oxley, Member

Jon Neuhaus, Member

Chris Hamp, Member Development
Nancy Thomson, Member

Anna May Nauss, Member

Julie Dodds, Member

Executive Staff

Executive Director

Lexie Millikan
lexie.millikan@qovf.org
Assistant Executive Director
Kathy Jura
kathy.jura@qovf.org

Longarm Coordinator
Crystal Farinella
LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Information and Help Desk Coordinator
Suzanne DiCarlo
info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program
uow@qovf.org

QOVF Regional Coordinators:
Great Lakes Region—Jan Copeland
Jan.Copeland@qovf.org

(IL, IN, KY, MI, OH & TN)
Mid-Atlantic Region—Donna Brookings
Donna.Brookings@qovf.org

(DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA & WV)
North Central Region—Karen Demaree
Karen.Demaree@qovf.org

For more information about QOVF,
see www.QOVF.org

For more information about the Board of
Directors and how to contact your Regional
Coordinators and State Coordinator go to

www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us/.

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Stephanie Tinnirello, Editor
Kathy Jura, Editor

Linda Duff, Proof Reader

Do you have an article, idea or
suggestion for Threads? Email it to us at
newslettersubmission@qovf.org. Please

(IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD & WI)
Northeast Region—Donna Brookings

Photos that appear in Threads are either 8 e v

used with permission or are public domain
images. The editorial team makes every
effort to credit photographers.

(CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI & VT)
Pacific Northwest Region—Samy Owen

Samy.Owen@qovf.org
(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA & WY)

include photo releases for all photos
submitted.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.
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