
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

by Lexie Millikan

As we say goodbye 
to one year, and 
welcome in a new 
one, we have a lot to 
celebrate at QOVF. 
I recently traveled to 
Winterset, IA, the 
home of our national 
office. After much 
deliberation and 
planning, we decided 
that although we 
loved the historic building that housed 
our office, we needed a more accessible 
location that wasn’t on the second floor. 
We found a great ground-floor location 
around the corner and with the help of 
our local staff and a moving company, 
made the move. Our new location will 
give us the opportunity to open up 
a retail space where visitors can find 
special Quilts of Valor merchandise, 
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and meet our Office Manager, Linda, 
in person. We will open to the public 
in the spring at a date to be announced. 
It is an exciting change for our 
organization to be more active in the 
local community, but also to encourage 
visitors from near and far to stop in and 
say hello!

We are also very happy to be 
bringing our Assistant Executive 
Director, Kathy, on board. She will be 
working closely with State, District, 
and Regional Coordinators to provide 
support and guidance. Although we 
have a small staff, we are varied in our 
skills and talents, and I’m so grateful 
for each one of our team members who 
work toward our mission of bringing 
comfort and healing to servicemembers 
and veterans touched by war.

This past year has been marked by 
exceptional growth as we have surpassed 
awarding 400,000 Quilts of Valor. As 
our membership numbers also continue 

Lexi Millikan

Executive Director

THE QOVF MISSION CONTINUES
Submitted by Marketing

In November 2024, we made a milestone 
at the Quilts of Valor Foundation. We 
surpassed 400,000 quilts awarded to 
veterans. 

You can watch a special video from 
our Missouri State Coordinator, Linda 
Martien, and Connie Richards, a group 
leader in Columbia speaking about the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation and our 
milestone with KRCG 13 Live at Sunrise. 

to grow, I’m so grateful to all of you who 
continue the work of our mission, and 
encourage others to join in with you. I 
hope you have made your plans for our 
next national Sew Day which is February 
1st, 2025. This is a great chance to 
connect with your group, or other 
members around you, to get together 
and enjoy the community of QOVF. 
Be sure to register through the links 
sent out by our Marketing Director, 
Stephanie, so that you are entered to 
win our Sew Day prizes. The grand prize 
is a Janome 3160QOV machine!

There will be many other ways 
throughout the year to connect with 
QOV staff and members through 
retreats, workshops, sew days, 
fundraisers, quilt shows, military events, 
and award ceremonies. I hope you will 
take the time to embrace this wonderful 
community that we have all built, make 
some new quilting connections, and 
find joy in the work you are doing.

AWARD ACROSS AMERICA!

Submitted by: Debbie Hudepohl, QOV 

Volunteer at Grateful Quilters of Ohio

Navy veteran, Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Jack W. received a Quilt of Valor award 
in Ashland, Ohio from the Grateful 
Quilters of Ohio group. Jack was in 
the Navy from 1972-1975 during the 
Vietnam War. He was an ABH which 
stands for Aviation Boatswain Mate 
Aircraft Handler. The picture shows 
veteran Jack W. and his wife, Linda W.

https://krcgtv.com/sponsored/spotlight/community-connections/quilts-of-valor-celebrates-major-milestone-with-over-400000-quilts-made-linda-martien-connie-richards
https://krcgtv.com/sponsored/spotlight/community-connections/quilts-of-valor-celebrates-major-milestone-with-over-400000-quilts-made-linda-martien-connie-richards
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18TH AVIATION -—ALASKA NEVER 

CEASES TO AMAZE
Submitted by Claire Priebe from 

Forget-Me-Not Quilters of Alaska.

The beauty, the experiences and the 
people are all amazing.  The village of 
Talkeetna is small.  A quirky tourist town 
which boasts gorgeous views of Denali, 
fly out base for Denali climbers, flight 
seeing, and don’t forget the Moose 
Drop, Wilderness Woman contest and 
Bachelor Auction.  Talkeetna has a full-
time population of approximately one 
thousand.  Most residents are known to 
each other or know of each other.

My story begins with Larry, a close 
friend of many years.  Not only are we 
neighbors in town but have remote 
cabins within proximity to each other.  
He has been a hunt guide and aviator 
for well over 40 years. I always ask him 
“is there anyone you don’t know?“  For 
many years, he has hosted a July 4th BBQ 
and fly in.  Gratefully, he has always 
kept me supplied with names for Quilt 
of Valor recipients.  One of those name 
Larry gave me was Glenn to whom I 
awarded a quilt and met his wife, Andrea,

Recently, I received a phone call 
from Andrea saying, “My husband has 
a reunion planned with some guys who 
served in the 18th Aviation and  flew 
the Otter during Viet Nam. Glenn has 
his Quilt of Valor, but I don’t think the 
other guys have received a quilt.  Would 
it be too much to ask to award them a 
quilt? We will be coming up to Talkeetna 
to see the exact plane.” I told her to 
just give me a list of names and phone 
numbers and I would see what we can 
do.  “By the way,” I asked, “when were 
you planning on this Andrea?  Three 
weeks?  I better get started!”

After calling Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Mississippi, Washington and Alaska, I 
found that none of the gentlemen had 
received a quilt.  Oh boy, I’m an avid 
quilter, but not that fast to complete 7 
quilts.  I promise, I didn’t panic, but an 
urgent SOS call went out to the Alaska 
State Coordinator, Kenda Thurmond, 
who said “No problem, how many, when 
do you need them?”

With the first hurdle underway, I tell 
Andrea that we can make it happen and 
asked, “where and when would you like 
to do this?” Her response was “Oh gosh, 

I hadn’t thought of that.  But we will be 
up there August 12, 13, or 14.  The guys 
decided to do some flight seeing so it’s 
weather dependent.” Well, I thought, 
it’s a good thing I’m retired!  Ideally, 
the airport would be a great spot and 
the more I recalled their great story, I 
wondered if any news media would pick 
up on this.  I did contact the local radio 
station and found out they had planned 
to cover the story.  Super.  Next, a quick 
stop at K2 aviation to arrange an area to 
present quilts.  They told me we can use 
the corner of the lobby after they return 
from flightseeing because it would be too 
busy before the flight.  That sounded fine 
to me.

The quilts arrived, for which I am 
eternally grateful to the Forget-Me-Not 
Quilters in Wasilla, AK. Followed by a 
phone call from the radio station saying 
they would be covering the event and 
were curious to know how I became 
involved in this.  That was followed by an 
email from the flying service outlining 
the event itinerary which included an 
appearance multiple news agencies.  Oh 
boy, I thought, I knew I definitely out of 
my league now.  Those who are familiar 
with my options in Talkeetna know they 

can find me presenting quilts in homes, 
local drinking establishments, and VFW. 
But this was becoming a real event! 

Of course, Mother Nature had other 
plans in the days preceding “the event” 
and shed buckets of rain on the little 
town. Thankfully, she showed mercy 
on August 12 so we could honor these 
veterans who had come to Talkeetna 
to be reunited with their plane.  To say 
it was an amazing award presentation 
would be an understatement.  There are 
no words to articulate the love, smiles, 
tears and hugs.

Thank you, and welcome home to 
the 18th Aviation.  These Veterans served 
as crew chiefs or pilot on the Otter.  The 
exact Otter is now based in Talkeetna 
and part of a flight seeing service of K2.  
For these Veterans, this is the first time 
they have visited their exact plane in over 
50 years.  And thank you Quilts of Valor 
for making their reunion an event. See 
more of their story here.

https://www.youralaskalink.com/news/over-50-years-later-vietnam-vets-reunite-with-aircraft-they-served-on/article_356e380e-59bc-11ef-b474-13815cfe230f.html
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Photo was taken by Rene Pedraza.

UNUSUAL THANK YOU FROM A 

VIETNAM VETERAN
Submitted by Cyndy B, NE Iowa Coordinator

Breezy Ridge QOV quilters group leader

Our Breezy Ridge QOV quilters received 
this unusual Thank You from Vietnam 
Veteran Tom H., whom we honored 
in October 2024.  This message tells us 
what our Vietnam Veterans experienced 
during war, and afterwards... 

	

"I was surprised by the emotional reaction 

within me.  Remembering so many who 

came home with injuries and issues to try to 

overcome with or without their families and 

friends.  Remembering putting my fingers into 

names etched into The Wall, remembering 

their families, being told and retelling so many 

sadly powerful stories.  More than 54 years 

since serving in Vietnam, remembering and 

now being honored by you.  I had tears in my 

eyes.  

Remembering Vietnamese civilians, 

especially a little girl not yet 10 years old, 

whose whole life had been in a war zone.  

In asking her a question, I thought I would 

receive a continued smiling little girl answer.  

Instead, that little girl with no name, taught 

me a profound, too little understood reality of 

war.  She is forever a never forgotten moment.  

When asked, she described the best birthday 

present she could receive:

"No VC!    No VNA!    No Marine!     
Just leave us alone!"

You are now added to the Never 

Forgotten." 

Tom H.

GRATEFUL QUILTERS, 

MOORESVILLE, NC AWARD 

A VETERAN NOMINATED BY 

THE MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE 

ASSOCIATION
Submitted by Sharon Bormann, Group Leader

Plans had been set to award Greg O., a 
Vietnam veteran, on November 18th at 
our local quilt guild’s annual QOV award 
ceremony. On September 5th, I received 
a text from the veteran’s daughter with a 
request to award as soon as possible. Greg 
had been released from the hospital to 
Hospice care. On September 7th we were 
honored to award Greg O. his QOV.

Greg O. served in the US Army from 
1963 to 1969. As an Army Ranger, with 
his background of playing professional 
football (Chicago Bears), college football 
(Indiana Big 10 All-American) and Army 
football (All-Army), Gregg served in 
Vietnam as an aggressive combat leader. 
Awards for valor include the Silver Star, 
Bronze Star with V, two Purple Hearts, 
Soldier's Medal and Air Medal. 

The following letter of thanks was 
received from the recipient’s daughter. It 
deeply touched our hearts and confirms 
why we do this for our veterans. 

Dear Grateful Quilters and QOV 

Foundation, 

I cannot express how much joy and 

comfort your beautiful quilt has brought to my 

father, Gregg Orth, and our entire family. 

The care, dedication, and love that went 

into every stitch truly shine through, and it 

means the world to us that you were able to 

expedite this incredible gift in such a short 

amount of time. 

Since receiving it, my father hasn’t stopped 

using his quilt, keeping it close to him at all 

times. It is clear how much he cherishes this 

meaningful symbol of honor and love, and 

it brings him warmth not just physically, but 

emotionally. The certificate now hangs on the 

wall directly in front of him, and he often asks 

me to recount the story behind it. Hearing the 

story over and over brings him happiness and 

fills his days with joy and pride. 

Your willingness to make this happen 

so quickly for such a deserving veteran, 

especially under these circumstances, is truly 

extraordinary. My father’s history of service 

and valor in Vietnam is something that will 

forever be etched in our hearts, and you’ve 

helped honor his sacrifices in such a tangible, 

heartfelt way. 

On behalf of my father, myself, and our 

entire family, thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts. Your work, kindness, and 

dedication are deeply appreciated, and we will 

forever be grateful for this beautiful quilt and 

the recognition of my father’s service. 

With deepest gratitude and appreciation, 

Christen O.

AWARD ACROSS AMERICA!
Submitted by : Mary Turley, 

Yakima, Washington QOV

Specialist 4 Melvin was awarded and 
wrapped in his Quilt of Valor for his 
service in the Army for three years 
and earned the Expert Marksmanship 
Badge, the National Defense Medal, 
and the Good Conduct Medal. Melvin 
was also pinned with the Vietnam 
Commemorative pin.
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SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS SHINES 

THROUGH IN UPLIFTING, SMALL-

TOWN ROMANCE FEATURING 

QUILTS OF VALOR

Pour a cup of cocoa, snuggle up in your 
favorite quilt, and immerse yourself in 
the holiday spirit with Wrapped Up 
in Christmas Love, a heartwarming, 
small-town romance from USA Today 
best-selling author and Quilts of Valor 
member Janice Lynn. Set in the charming 
little town of Pine Hill, Kentucky, 
Wrapped Up in Christmas Love 
introduces readers to quilt shop owner 
Isabelle Davis and former Army Ranger 
Zach Dawson, whose lives intersect at 
Pine Hill’s Christmas festivities.

On paper he reads like Mr. Wrong, but 
under the mistletoe he feels so right…

Determined to ensure her sister’s wedding 

is storybook perfect, Isabelle Davis secretly 

hires Army Veteran Zach Dawson to locate 

her estranged father. But the more time she 

spends with Zach surrounded by Christmas 

spirit and twinkling lights, Isabelle fears she’s 

falling in love. Can she trust her heart to a 

man whose past seems so similar to her absent 

father’s?

Former Army Ranger, Zach Dawson 

proudly served his country for twelve years 

until an injury ended his military career. 

Zach battled to find peace after returning to 

civilian life. Becoming involved with Quilts 

of Valor Foundation was a conduit toward a 

truce with his past. He holds his secrets close, 

but he’ll help Isabelle find her father—even if 

the man doesn’t want to be found. And if he’s 

also sewing up a storm at Isabelle’s quilt shop, 

and appreciating every moment spent with 

her, it doesn’t have to mean anything, much.

Unless he can somehow persuade Isabelle 

to take a chance on love? That’s a mission he’s 

eager to accept.

Wrapped Up in Christmas Love is a 
sweet small-town Christmas romance to 
warm readers’ hearts during the holiday 
season. It is the fourth story in Janice’s 
Wrapped Up in Christmas series, all of 
which feature Quilts of Valor, but can be 
read as a stand-alone story, too.

Each of the books feature a fabulous 
quilt pattern designed by talented QOVF 
member, Nancy Cann.

 VETERANS HONORED 
Submitted by Fran Randolph, 

Group Leader of QOV Belles

Many of the men and women who have 
served our country come home and 
continue lines of work in the civilian 
life, also committed to serving their 
community. Two veterans of Hixson 
have done that very thing as they have 
chosen careers as First Responders. 
Both military service as well as first 
responder service can leave the men 
and women needing help to cope with 
the stresses and traumas of their jobs. 
REBOOT-First Responder is a 13 week-
faith based program aimed at providing 
the individuals and spouses tools to 
overcome the PTSD and hurts from what 
they have experienced either at home or 
abroad. One location the program takes 
place at Dallas Bay Baptist Church in 
the Hixson, TN area. At the conclusion 
of the 13 weeks of classes, a graduation 
takes place where the graduates can 
be joined by family and friends to 
congratulate them at the conclusion of 
the program. During that graduation, 
those facilitating the program have asked 
Quilts of Valor to honor the graduates 
who are also veterans with a Quilt of 
Valor. These are quilts made by local 
quilters to display their appreciation for 
the service and sacrifice they showed 
in serving their country in the Armed 
Forces. Mary Ann and her veteran 
husband Donnie are both members of 
the QOV Belles, a local group from the 
national organization. They attended the 
graduation and honored the veterans 
with a Quilt of Valors.

One of the graduates keeps a foot 
in both worlds. He is a veteran of the 
US Air Force and still serves in the Air 
National Guard. Technical Sergeant 
Caleb H. began his service to his country 
in 2005 and continues now while also 
being a First Responder. The quilt he had 
draped over his shoulders was designed 
and pieced by Judy C. Beth M quilted it 
and Becky T. finished it with binding and 
label. 

Corporal Andrew S served in the 
Army from 2013-2021. His quilt was 
pieced by Ann K, quilted by Beth M, and 
finished by Becky T.

As the granddaughter of a WWII 
veteran, a medical volunteer for veteran 
legacy flights, and a military mama with 
a son currently deployed, Janice looks 
forward to continuing to bring awareness 
and her love to the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation. 

Where to Purchase Books: 
Amazon
Barnes + Noble
Apple

https://www.amazon.com/Wrapped-Christmas-Love-Janice-Lynn-ebook/dp/B0D67TJR2B/ref=sr_1_1?crid=UQH8J89ZOISL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.v2PIP_4spwDKBp7eJQuJxeTvpdO5_OGk9ld1biRDsM0WW-GottNdXPJoyq0Zwa9WwnSNNHma8d0S7EC6qhFS7Kw_biL1Wv2bXaVTJCwCpXGFcK2yR1Nnq9ohDRaJZXyoejUntcnpz7ebBFY0EbkVtlh1-SB3J3oRuqyGQGfWT1tTbE_4KISfR-FrTiOcZx3bpyCk-O1nlQKfZLw26vd4118nScVDfRYu1Wc0neo3UOM.n-rPKxoGAQD4qfgPslVSyRmpY_b0iBhYgRGubdWoTig&dib_tag=se&keywords=wrapped+up+in+christmas+love&qid=1735677238&sprefix=Wrapped+Up+In+Ch%2Caps%2C240&sr=8-1
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/wrapped-up-in-christmas-love-janice-lynn/1145683717
https://books.apple.com/us/book/wrapped-up-in-christmas-love/id6503980120
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158TH NATIONAL GRANGE 

ANNUAL MEETING

National Grange honored the Quilts 

of Valor Foundation at the 158th 

National Grange Annual Meeting. 

During the Annual Meeting, Quilts 

of Valor had a booth and an award 

ceremony took place. 

Quilt recipients were: 

Mark D. Z.—Poplar Grove, IL, U.S. 

Army, 1987–1993

David A. H.—LeClaire, IA, U.S. Army, 

1986–1994

Michael C.—Muscatine, IA, U.S. Army, 

2010–2014

Cameron Jon F.—Brooklyn, IA, U.S. 

Air Force, 2011–Present

Joseph E.—Brooklyn, IA, U.S. Air 

Force, 1967–1971

Brian Robert E.—Brooklyn, IA, U.S. 

Air Force, 2002–2005

Scott C. C.—Davenport, IA, U.S. Navy, 

1986–1990

Terrance K.—Bettendorf, IA, U.S. 

Army, 1970–1978

James Craig B.—Davenport, IA, U.S. 

Army, 1986–1992

Myron C. P.—Janesville, WI, U.S. 

Navy, 1970–1991

Anthony Neal H.—Riverdale, IA, U.S. 

Navy, 1997–2001

Ross John H.—Bettendorf, IA, U.S. 

Army, 1982–1985

Charles Anthony M.—Bettendorf, IA, 

U.S. Army, 1985–1989

William Wesley T.—Muscatine, IA, 

U.S. Army, 1987–1990

Joshua John G.—Davenport, IA, U.S. 

Marine Corps, 2000–2005

The National Grange has 

presented Quilts of Valor at its annual 

convention since 2016, recognizing 

local and regional veterans and active 

duty service members. The National 

Grange is also an official Under Our 

Wings partner of the Quilts of Valor 

Foundation.
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NATIONAL SEW DAY

On Saturday, February 1, 2025, we 

will gather virtually, as we always do on 

the first Saturday of February, to make 

Quilts of Valor® as part of our Sew Day. 

Click here to register today! To aid in 

your registration, we created a document: 

QUILT OF VALOR 2024 BLOCK
Submitted by QOVF Marketing 

A note from a veteran mother who 
made our Ohio Star Block. 

“I wound up making 20 of them, so I 

made the whole quilt top. 

Thank you for completing the quilt and 

giving it to a veteran/ active duty member. 

My son served in the Army and went to 

Afghanistan.  I am very proud that he served 

our country. 

Thank you for supporting our military!”

Valerie E.

QOVF National Sew Day—How to 

register for Sew Day 2025 document.

While you gather and sew together 

in a group or at home, we will hold our 

annual Sew Day prize drawing. Only 

one entry per person is needed. Sew 

Day registration will remain open until 

February 1st at 2 pm EST. 

Participating QOVF members can 

win a variety of prizes from our 2025 

sponsors. One lucky QOVF member 

will win our grand prize: a Janome 

3160 QOV Edition sewing machine!  A 

detailed schedule and a list of prizes will 

be available in January. 

https://qovf.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/qovf/eventRegistration.jsp?event=1060&amp;
https://www.qovf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/QOVF-National-Sew-Day_-How-to-register-for-Sew-Day-2025.pdf
https://www.qovf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/QOVF-National-Sew-Day_-How-to-register-for-Sew-Day-2025.pdf
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Looking for photos from everywhere (not just the western states) that focuses on a 

favorite quilt project or award for a Show and Tell Powerpoint that will put together, 

send them to Darlene.Berwick@qovf.org.

REMINDER FOR THREADS 

SUBMISSIONS

For your article and photographs to be 
featured in the Threads Newsletter your 
submission must include the following:
A.	 Write stories in your own words; 

300–500 words preferred and with a 
Title for your story.

B.	 Include a sentence about yourself 
(e.g. “(Your Name) is a Member 
of (Group Name) who lives in XX 
state.”) 

C.	 Send submissions in the body of an 
email (preferred) or as an attached 
editable Word type document. 

D.	Send your newsletter submissions 
to the following email: 
newslettersubmission@QOVF.org. 

E.	 Prior to submitting photos, obtain 
permission from the photographer 
and persons pictured. If appropriate, 
supply photographer’s name 
for credit. Must submit a Photo 
Release Form for everyone in the 
photograph. The Form can be found 
on the Member Dashboard. 

F.	 Submit one to three photos with 
information for captions. Send 
photos as .jpeg or .tif files. 

G.	 Submissions will be acknowledged 
by the Managing Editor within two 
weeks. 

H.	Acknowledgement of submissions 
does not guarantee inclusion in the 
Newsletter.

I.	 Newsletter staff will assist with 
editing content and helping with 
wording. 

mailto:Darlene.Berwick@qovf.org
mailto:newslettersubmission@QOVF.org
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AWARD ACROSS AMERICA!
Mary Turley from Yakima Quilts of Valor Group in Washington State

Yakima Quilts of Valor Group had the great pleasure to award four quilts at the VFW Post 379 on September 20, 2024. Wrapped 
in quilts were Joseph, Kevin K, Rudy, and Alfonso.  All were supported by their friends and family. All four served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps.  Also recognized was Judy who was awarded the 50th Commemorative Vietnam Pin honoring her deceased 
husband, Howard.  He served in the Navy and the Army and was in the Seabees Naval Reserve Unit for over 6 years.  We thank 
you all for your service and Welcome Home!

MEET QOVF NEW STAFF 

MEMBER—KATHY JURA

Kathy Jura has over 20 years of 
experience in philanthropy and 
nonprofit management,
focusing on advancing charitable 
efforts and overseeing foundation 
administration that supports 
underserved populations. Specifically, 
in areas of Education, Immigration, 
Veterans, Child Welfare, Volunteers 
and Homelessness. She holds a B.S. in 
Psychology and Sociology with
a minor in Human Resource 
Management.

Kathy previously served as the 
Director of the Social Impact Initiative 
at PBS, where she played a key role in 
raising awareness about child welfare 
challenges. During her time at PBS, she
earned an LA Emmy for her impactful 
work in this area.

Outside of her professional 
life, Kathy is deeply passionate 
about advocating for underserved 
communities and fostering strong local 
connections. She currently resides in 
Southern California and looks forward 
to supporting and working with the 
QOVF members.
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AWARD ACROSS AMERICA!
Submitted by Mary Turley, Yakima QOV

Yakima, WA QOV awarded four veterans on June 25th. Specialist Donnie, Specialist Cody, Sergeant Gary, and Private John were 
wrapped in quilts. We thank you for putting your life on hold to serve our country.  Your dedication and bravery have made a 
lasting impact on the lives of Americans and countless others.  

Photo was taken by Rene Pedraza.

Submitted by Rebecca Orlowski, Group Leader of Northeast PA Quilts of Valor.

Award ceremony held at the Plains American Legion, Plains PA with Korean War Veterans. 

Left to right:

Stanley W. (US Army 1957–1965, also four years active with 
the reserves)

Myron F. ( US Army 1960–1962, MOS-Truck Driver 13th 
Cavalry Division, also served in Germany)

Carmen P., Commander Plains American Legion Post 558
Joseph H. (US Air-force, 1950–1953, Okinawa Bomb Squad 

1952-1953, MOS Airborne Radar, 509th Air Squadron, 
Walker Air Force Base)

Jim R., Adjutant Plains American Legion Post 558

Korean War veteran, Robert S. pictured with NEPA QOV 
Group member and quilt maker Jennie Valick- Kopacz. Robert 
was in the US Army in the 10th Corps and was involved with 
the Inchon Landing in North Korea. He also spent time with 
the US Marines.

All four were also recognized by the Plains American Legion 
Post 558 for their membership to the legion. Robert is a 76 
year member.



A QUILT DISPLAY IN LACEY, WA

The City of Lacey, a neighbor to Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, is known for its 
support of the many military residents 
(active duty and retired) who live in 
the area. The Lacey Branch of the 
Timberland Regional Library invited 
our 55-member Stars & Stripes QOV 
group to provide a month-long display 
of quilts and to publicize our QOVF 
mission.

During our June Sew Day we 
attached temporary hanging sleeves on 
the quilts. Early in the morning of June 
28, before the library opened to the 
public, the libraryCity of Lacey provided 
the staff, who used a scissor-lift to hang 
each of the 24 quilts high above the 
books.

In the library’s lobby a display case 
highlighted who we are, what we do, 
who we serve, and how the community 
can support our QOV mission and all 
our Veterans. Photos and news articles 
highlighted recent group and individual 
awards.

A 12-page illustrated brochure 
enabled a self-guided tour with 
information about each quilt and about 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation.

The library’s on-line Calendar of 
Events for July publicized the Quilt 
Display and our QOV mission.

We presented a QOV Certificate of 
Appreciation to Librarian Holly Paxson 
for the library’s generous support of the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation Mission. 
The library has already invited us to 
display another set of QOVs in July 
2025!

Quilts are catalogued for hanging.

Librarian Holly joins members of the Stars and Stripes group at the display case. 

Stars and Stripes members prepare the next quilt for hanging.

Library staff hung the quilts.
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2021: 29,302

2022: 31,707

2023: 37,063

2024: 38,029

Total: 401,361

(from date of first recorded award through 

31 December 2024)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director

Tony Jacobson, Graphic Designer

Do you have an article, idea or 
suggestion for Threads? Email it to 
us at newslettersubmission@qovf.org. 
Please include photo releases for all 
photos submitted.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.

QOVF Core Values
 Treating people with respect • Promoting excellence • Valuing service over self • Being accountable

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314

2014: 17,373

2015: 18,772

2016: 19,051

2017: 24,123

2018: 30,745

2019: 33,375

2020: 22,775

QOVF Founder and 

Board Member Emeritus

Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis 
Marianne Fons
Eric McCarty
June Moore
Sue Reich

Board of Directors
Lauri Leirdahl, President
Jodi Inman, Vice President
Nancy Grigsby, Secretary 
Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Robin Koehler, Member
John Oxley, Member 
Jon Neuhaus, Member 
Chris Hamp, Member Development 
Nancy Thomson, Member
Anna May Nauss, Member
Juile Dodds, Member

Executive Staff
Executive Director
Lexie Millikan   
lexie.millikan@qovf.org
Assistant Executive Director
Kathy Jura
kathy.jura@qovf.org

Staff
Membership, Accounting, QOVF Store, 

Quilt Business Program, and 
	 Volunteer Services
Linda Duff
Stephanie Tinnirello
Teresa Nunn
Bille Haines
membership@qovf.org
accounting@qovf.org
qovfstore@qovf.org
quilt.business@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff
Longarm Coordinator
Crystal Farinella
LA_coordinators@qovf.org 

Information and Help Desk Coordinator
Suzanne DiCarlo
info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program 
uow@qovf.org

QOVF Regional Coordinators: 
Great Lakes Region—Jan Copeland 
	 (IL, IN, KY, MI, OH & TN)
Mid-Atlantic Region—Madonna Rabatin
	 (DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA & WV)
North Central Region—Karen Demaree 
	 (IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD & WI)
Northeast Region—Donna Brookings 
	 (CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI & VT)
Pacific Northwest Region—Samy Owen 
	 (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA & WY)

Southeast Region—Kim Price 
	 (AL, FL, GA, NC & SC)
Southern Region—Suzanne DiCarlo 
	 (AR, LA, MS, OK, & TX)
Southwest Region—Darlene Berwick 
	 (AZ, CA, CO, HI, NM, NV & UT)

Mailing Address:
Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191
Winterset, IA 50273

For more information about QOVF, 
see www.QOVF.org 

For more information about the Board 
of Directors and how to contact your 
Regional Coordinators and State 
Coordinator go to 
www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us/.

JOIN

Photos that appear in Threads are either 
used with permission or are public 
domain images. The editorial 
team makes every effort to credit 
photographers.
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