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EMBRACING COMMUNITY
by Lexie Millikan

I recently joined a
group of quilters
who were making
baby blankets and
burp cloths for the
neonatal intensive
care units in our
state. My seventeen
year old niece, who
is learning how to
sew, was visiting for
the weekend so it
seemed like the perfect activity for us to
do together. As she carefully pinned and
stitched her blanket, I was reminded of
just how important it is that we share
our skills with younger generations.
This sharing fosters technical skills,
but maybe more importantly, it
fosters a sense of belonging within
our community. The group of quilters
embraced my niece and I with open
arms as we worked towards a common
goal of making items that would bring
comfort to babies and their families.
The desire of quilters to provide care
for their neighbors was all too evident
after the recent natural disasters in
the southeastern part of the country.
There was an outpouring of support
from our QOV members, wishing to
provide encouragement and care for
those individuals affected by the storms.
Some of our members who live in the
affected areas shared their stories with
me. Sharon, from the Western North
Carolina group sent me this, “We are a
devastated community. Every city and
town has suffered heavily, with some
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completely destroyed. It’s incredible and
unfathomable. And, I can attest that
the pictures you see on the news and
in the media do not begin to show the
true magnitude, scope, and impact of
devastation and loss.”

Many QOV members have
been coordinating efforts in their
communities to help those who suffered
losses and I commend them for that
work. I am compiling that information
to share with our members, for those
interested in helping. It makes me
proud to be a member of a community
that works to uplift those around them.

Our outreach within the military
community took me from New Orleans
to Washington DC in recent weeks
as I visited both the American Legion
Convention and the Association of the
United States Army Annual Meeting.
At the AUSA meeting, [ was honored
to accept the Distinguished Service
Award on behalf of QOVF. Although
[ accepted it, the award is really a
recognition of what our members
have done to support the military
community. And even though you don’t
do it for recognition, I hope you all feel
proud to be recognized on this level.
This platform gives us the opportunity
to connect with new nominees,
sponsors, and supporters, which makes
it possible to continue our mission.

With Veterans Day approaching,
I know that many of you have special
award ceremonies and activities planned
in your communities. I hope it is a
wonderful time as you represent QOVE,
uplift veterans and servicemembers,
and welcome new people into our
community.
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A HEARTFELT "THANK YOU" ...

WHAT WE DO MATTERS!
Respectfully submitted by Barbara Gates
and Eileen Porretta, CoGroup Leaders
Hunterdon County Quilting Guild's
Quilts of Valor

It is important that as volunteers we

are reminded from time to time of the
impact that our efforts have on the
veterans who are awarded Quilts of Valor.
The Hunterdon County Quilting Guild's
Quilts of Valor Group in New Jersey
recently awarded quilts at a local Military
Heritage Event titled "Salute to Service".
In addition to the emotion that was
visible on each face as they were wrapped
in their quilts and the many thanks that
we received, one of the veterans sent us
this heartfelt note:

"Thank you all once again for that very
prestigious award. It meant so much to me.
I will always have that quilt near me as a
reminder of the generosity you showed me. The
foundations (sic) dedication, kindness, and
devotion to veterans has impacted me more
than you can imagine. You made me feel a
part of something wonderful. Being 100%
disabled by the VA with PTSD for over 50
years since returning from Vietnam, your quilt
is telling me I'm not forgotten.

From my family to your foundation,
thank you.

Arnie S.”
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THE GREATEST GENERATION
Submitted by Janet Harms
Quilting in Clarksville, TN QOV# 977

On Sunday, July 7th, those present at the
Tennessee AMVETS Post 45 monthly
meeting got to meet a very special guest
of honor. People who lived during
World War II are often referred to as
members of “the greatest generation”
and Teresa Tedesco Bryan certainly is
that. At age 20, she was singing in a trio
with her sister and girlfriend when a
Navy recruiter heard them on the radio
and tracked the gals down. He got them
to enlist by assuring the sisters that they
would be able to stay together when
stationed. He would involve them in
singing with various naval jazz bands
during their service. They sang jazz
standards of the day like “The Man [
Love” and “Don’t Blame Me”.

Teresa ended up serving from 1944
to 1946 in the WAVES. Her rank at
discharge was Storekeeper 3rd class. The
best part of that time was meeting her
future husband, Bob who was also in
the Navy and a band leader. His post
service job had them living in several
places within the US until 1976 when
they chose to settle in Henry County,

Daughter, Susan Powell, Teresa, daughter-
indaw Kim and son Barry Bryant.

TN where Teresa remains to this day.
Having just celebrated her century
mark in December 2023, Teresa was
presented with a lifetime membership
to the AMVETS and a certificate of
appreciation for her service in the

WAVES. That led into the presentation

Quilting in Clarksville representative Janet
Harms with Teresa Bryant

of her QOVF quilt and tears of joy.

Quilting in Clarksville is immensely
honored and privileged to award a quilt
to a World War II veteran and remind
her that on behalf of a grateful nation
she will always be in our thoughts and
hearts.

PARTNER CORNER FOR YOUR
HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING

Keystone Carving

We're excited to announce our newest
partnership with Keystone Carving.
Keystone Carving offers American
made wooden Quilters Clappers in two
shades, Hard Maple and Solid Cherry.

A portion of each sale will be donated
to the Quilts of Valor Foundation.
Purchase a QOV Clapper, click here.
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Connecting Threads

Connecting Threads has patriotic
Quilts of Valor Thread Sets and QOV
Quilt Kits. Shop Connecting Threads
QOV collection of thread, fabric, and
quilt kits. Shop the QOV Collection by

clicking here.

A portion of each sale is donated to the
Quilts of Valor Foundation.
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MerryStockings

MerryStockings is another new
partnership for this season with an
exclusive series of Military Bears. The
Military Bears series include a Navy
Bear, Marine Bear, Army Bear and

an Air Force Bear. Each BEAR in

the Military Series will include felt

that is stamped with the patterns,

5MM cupped sequins, beads, DMC
embroidery floss, needles, and full color
instructions. Each BEAR when finished
stands 5" tall. You can also add the
soldiers name to the back of the bear.

Shop the Military Bears series here.

For every Military Bears sold from,
MerryStockings will donate $2.00 to the
Quilts of Valor Foundation.



https://www.keystonecarvingllc.com/qov
https://www.connectingthreads.com/quilts-of-valor?id=60081708
https://merrystockings.com/military-bear-series

A NOTE FROM SUE REICH
Submitted by Sue Reich, October, 2024

Quilts of Valor Foundation is all about

showing gratitude.

* Gratitude to the veterans and
military service members for their
dedication, commitment, service and
sacrifice to defend the Constitution
of the United States of America.

* QGratitude to the constituents of the
textile industry such as the fabrics
companies who print red, white and
blue, patriotic prints; guild and large
quilt shows like American Quilters
Society for providing the opportunity
to promote QOVF and hold Award
Ceremonies; quilt shops, die cut,

A

Over those 9 years, the Board of
Directors heard me say more than once,
“My two main goals are simple; finish
each year in the black and stay clean
with the IRS. Everything else will be a
win win if we achieve those two things.”
I can happily say those goals were
attained, however, other goals were also
accomplished:

* The QOVF Book Committee
produced and published two highly
successful QOVF books and one
updated revision to follow in 2025.
Now, the story of QOVF has been
captured for future quilt historians
and researchers of the homefront
quilting contribution in the
aftermath of the attack on 9-11 aka

sewing machine, thread and batting
companies for providing discounts to
our QOVF members.

Gratitude to organizations and
businesses like the American
Legion, the VFW, Authentically
American, the Teamster Horsemen,
the American Gold Star Mothers,
the National Quilt Museum, and
the International Quilt Museum as
partners in promoting our mission.
Gratitude to the volunteers on the

The National 200,000th QOV was
awarded to retived United States Army
officer and NASA astronaut, Shane
Kimbrough wife his wife, Robbie, at the
Houston Quilt Festival in 2016.

communities and within the quilt

industry as spokespersons for QOVF.

* Most importantly, gratitude to
our Grass Roots volunteers. The

membership of QOVF is the

Heart and Soul of what we do.

your quilting history!

QOVF was invited to hold Award
ceremonies on two television
stations; MSNBC and Fox News
and to celebrate the service of two
nationally known veterans; Colonel
Jack Jacobs and Johnny Joey Jones.
With thanks to Dean Wegner of
Authentically American, Dean
facilitated QOVF’s catapult onto the
national media stage.

The 20th Anniversary Dream team
organized a celebration QOVF

Executive staff who serve under
the radar, out of the limelight on
IT, State, Group and Regional
levels, and The QOVF quilt shops
owners who host groups and provide
discounts to members.

% Gratitude to the Board of Directors
who are out there in their various

Over these past nine years, [ have
been continually humbled by your
incredible volumes of quiltmaking
as we strive to fulfill all the
nominations and requests for quilts.
December 31, 2024 marks the
official end of my QOVF Board service
which began on January 1, 2016, seven
and a half of those nine years as the
Board President. | am sincerely grateful
for to the Executive Directors and their
staffs who served during that time
period. In the beginning the staff of
Ann Rehbein, Ginger Fondren and
Jackie Dudek was small but extremely
competent. Over the next years,
under the direction of Tammany Mc
Daniels and Allison Fentriss, then Lori
Thompson, QOVF mushroomed from
6,000 members to 11,000 members
and our QOVF Board grew from 4 to
11 members. The Foundation secured
a brick and mortar office based in
Winterset, lowa and “Quilts of Valor
Foundation” became a highly recognized
and respected name within the textile
industry and among our nation’s
military.

Conference with 175 members in
Paducah and awarding Chaplain
John Kallerson, founding supporter
with a QOVEF. Conference brought
original QOVF leaders and members
together with the newest volunteers

TS

98 year old Roy H. Duncan, US Army
veteran of World War 11, was awarded a
Quilt of Valor in Paducah, KY in 2019.

With Jackie Dudek and another Gold
Star Mother at the GSM's Convention in
Albuquerque, NM in 2019.

continued on page 4
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Sue Reich continued on page 3

to share those early years of the
Foundation.

* This year, a huge goal of mine was
achieved with the first two successful
Regional Conferences in New
England and the Great Lakes Region
bringing the business of QOVF
directly to the membership and
closer to the Grass Roots. Strong
work to both regions.

* Despite the challenges Covid
presented to quiltmaking and
gathering for Award ceremonies,
QOVF reached three milestones
during the past nine years marking
Award events of the 200,000th,
300,000th and 400,000th Quilts of
Valor.

*  And maybe our best
accomplishment, Quilts of Valor
Foundation reached the highest
rating a Platinum Status with
GuideStar, the premier destination
for evaluating nonprofits.

Over the past year, I've served on the

Board as a Member-at-large and passed

the gavel on to President Lauri Leirdahl

and our newest Executive Director,

Lexie Millikan. The Foundation is in

excellent hands as these talented and
dedicated women continue leading
our Foundation and fulfill our mission
of “awarding comforting and healing
QOVs to our nation’s veterans and

military service members touched by

war.”
With much gratitude,

Sue Reich

SANDY TAKES A RIBBON
Submitted by Donna Hardin River Valley
Stars Quilts of Valor, Uniontown, AR

May is always an exciting month for local
quilters and quilt lovers. For 13 years
the South Sebastian County Historical
Society and the city of Greenwood has
hosted “The Airing of the Quilts”. The
quilts are displayed artistically and visitors
are given a beautifully printed program
which lists each quilt and its creators, the
vendors present, special displays, special
tours, and sometimes even book signings
of authors. At two other locations nearby
there are vintage and antique quilts on
display as well. River Valley Stars QOV
always has an information table where we
talk to visitors, explain the work of Quilts
of Valor Foundation and encourage them
to nominate their Veterans.

Quilters may submit their quilts
for viewing. They are not judged but
attendees may vote on their favorite
quilt and ribbons are given. Several
RVS members submitted quilts and
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one was a patriotic quilt that will soon
be awarded to a Veteran. It’s always an
exciting time but more so this year. RVS
member Sandy S. won The Mayor’s

Choice Ribbon with her patriotic quilt!
Pieced by Sandy, quilted by Brenda G.,
two of the stars in River Valley Stars. We
couldn’t be prouder to call them “ours.”

Brenda G, Sandy S.
with ribbon and quilt



FAT QUARTER SHOP CELEBRATES ANNUAL DONATION TO QUILTS OF

VALOR FOUNDATION

Fat Quarter Shop, a leading online
retailer of quilting fabrics and supplies,
is proud to announce its annual
donation to the Quilts of Valor
Foundation. This year, the company
continues its tradition of supporting
the foundation’s mission to provide
comforting quilts to service members
and veterans touched by war with a
$5,000 donation.

The Quilts of Valor Foundation,
established in 2003, has awarded over
300,000 quilts to military personnel
and veterans, offering them a tangible
reminder of the nation’s gratitude. Fat
Quarter Shop has been a dedicated
supporter of this cause since 2020,
contributing to the creation of these
meaningful quilts through donations

served from 1974-1978 and received her
Quilt of Valor at the AQS Branson show.

A SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT OUR

THREADS NEWSLETTER
Submitted by Laurie B., a mother of a
USMC Iraq veteran-era Army veteran

and QOV member

and awareness-raising initiatives.

Kimberly Jolly, Founder of Fat
Quarter Shop, expressed her deep
admiration for the foundation’s work:
“We are honored to support Quilts of
Valor in their efforts to bring comfort
and healing to our veterans. Each quilt
represents love, care, and appreciation
for those who have served our country,
and we are proud to be a part of this
special mission.”

This year’s donation will help fund
materials, supplies, and the continued
work of volunteers who pour their
hearts into every quilt they create. Fat
Quarter Shop hopes to inspire quilters
to join the cause, using their skills to
make and donate quilts to more veterans
to honor their service to our nation.

Michael M served in the Army from
February 1990 through December 1992.
He received his Quilt of Valor at the AQS

Branson show.

I love the stories printed in the April
to August Threads Newsletter about
the veterans receiving quilts but two
brought tears to my eyes.

Miss Elverda in Alaska certainly
had that pioneer spirit. [ would have
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The Heart of America Quilt by Fat
Quarter Shop is a free pattern that meets
the size and design requirements to be a

Quilt of Valor.

About Fat Quarter Shop:

Founded in 2003, Fat Quarter
Shop is an online quilt store offering
a wide selection of fabrics, quilting
kits, patterns, and accessories. With
a passion for all things quilting, Fat
Quarter Shop is committed to serving
the quilting community by providing
the best selection of high-quality
products, inspiration, and unparalleled
customer service.

For more information about Fat
Quarter Shop's support of the Quilts of
Valor Foundation, or to learn how you
can contribute or nominate a service
member, please visit https://blog.
fatquartershop.com/williams-honor-qov-
pattern

loved to meet her. Sgt John, USMC 's
heroism was spectacular. His handing
out honor coins was special.

Thank you for a job well done.
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SPONSOR REMEMBERANCE
WREATHS THROUGH WREATHS
ACROSS AMERICA

For over 30 years, Wreaths Across
America has worked with volunteers to
lay wreaths on veterans’ graves during
December. National Wreaths Across
America Day is Saturday, December
14, 2024. Quilts of Valor Foundation
will help Wreaths Across America to
remember and honor our veterans by
laying memorial wreaths on the graves
of our country’s fallen heroes.

Please help us honor and remember
as many fallen heroes as possible by

OO

WREATHS

— dACross ——

AMERICA

LIVE * WITH * PURPOSE

sponsoring remembrance wreaths,
volunteering on Wreaths Day, or
inviting your family and friends to
attend with you. Click here to learn
more.

Thank you for supporting the Quilts
of Valor Foundation and Wreaths
Across America!

For QOVF Groups

Wreaths Across America established
a Group Sponsorship Program to
benefit other like-minded charities,
community programs, and civic groups
by selling sponsorships for participating
locations. QOVF is continuing its

participation in the Wreaths Across
America Group Sponsorship Program.
This program offers supporters a chance
to purchase wreaths for veterans’ graves
and to give back to QOVFE. QOVF
groups can opt in and sell wreath
sponsorships in their communities to
raise money for their group.

Interested QOVF groups can find
more information on how to participate
in our Wreaths Across America—2024
QOVF Group Fundraising Guide on
the Member Dashboard. Quilts of Valor
Foundation will receive a portion of the
proceeds for each wreath sponsorship

sold.

ROTARY CLUB TO AWARD QUILT
Submitted by Karen Herrmann
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We will award Gary Hale's quilt on Nov 11, when we have a
QOV Award program at the Veterans' Hall in Dripping Springs,
TX. He lives close to that area.
The Dripping Springs Rotary Club and the Dripping Springs
High School Rotary Club will be part of our program, too. The
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kids have learned how to sew and have had a big part in making
two quilt tops with supervision by a couple ladies in our Kyle

& Buda Freedom Quilters group. There is even one boy who
learned how to sew!


https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/171633/Overview

QOV PRESENTATION BY

GRATEFUL QUILTERS GROUP
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl,

Grateful Quilters Group, QOV Volunteer
Mansfield, Ohio

On Saturday, July 27, 2024 Jack C.,
of Ashland, Ohio, received his QOV
award from the Grateful Quilters
Group with his wife, daughters, and
grandchildren in attendance.

In 1964 Jack enlisted in the Army.
He completed his training at Fort
Knox, Kentucky. Of a class of 34, 32
went on to training in Gordon, GA.
Jack was one of the 32 and was sent
on to Vietnam. At the time he didn't
have any idea where Vietnam was,
but he quickly learned. As a Radio
Operator he saw, heard, and reported
a lot of activity in the year he was
there. Leaving the Army in 1967,
Jack was ranked as a Sgt. E5. He then
joined the Air National Guard in
1976. He served 34 years, including
serving Stateside at Mansfield Lahm

Air National Guard Base during
Operation Desert Storm. Jack retired
in 1997 as a Master Sgt. E7.

In his civilian life, Jack continued
to serve the people of the community
as a law enforcement officer. He has
been active in many ways with the

‘War Room at the Ashland Historical
Society and with the Veterans groups
talking and teaching others about

the accounts of the Vietnam War,
including a visit to Hillsdale High
School (where his daughters attended),
to talk to the History class.

JEFFERSON CITY QUILTERS.
Submitted by Helen Bailey,
Jefferson City Quilters

Jefferson City Quilters—a Quilts

of Valor group in Jefferson City,
Tennessee, awarded six veterans after
their meeting and sew day this month.
Among the awardees were a husband
and wife, a father and son, and two
individual veterans.

Some members of the group gather
frequently to make kits for the group,
as some members do not like to cut
fabric or have difficulty with the task.

The group usually award around
150 quilts each year, including at
veterans’ ceremonies at 11 schools in
the county in November.

Pictured in the kit making session arve: Cathy D., Shirley D., Amanda B., Diane M.,
Tracy R., and Niki W.
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QUILT AWARD ACROSS THE
COUNTRY.

You might say gratitude for service
members runs in the family at
Specialized Pet Solutions. Owner
Angela Boncz’s mom, Kathy Ashton,
makes quilts for the Quilts of Valor
Foundation.

When Angela and her sister, Christy,
learned a client was a veteran, they
wanted to make sure he knew how
important his service was.

That’s why they presented client
Mathew S. with a Quilt of Valor.

ARLINGTON CROSSES
Submitted by Dianne Weide
North Central lowa Group Leader

Last year Glen P. received a QOV. He

read a poem he had written at the award
ceremony.

Arlington’s Crosses

[n Arlington they are all the same
Small crosses marked, just state the name
The hopes and dreams of a parent's son
Lie here at rest — realizing none
You never knew them very well
Fach soldier there found his own hell
The wounded and the dead stay freshly in your mind
Survived it all and question, no answers do you find
Through all these years so fresh they stay
The songs and thoughts of far away
A friend for weeks, a month, a year
For rest of life still bring a tear.

Young men wrote in letters, some wrote back in poem
So many never rose again to ever make it home
The battlc dead and bullet torn lie grossly in the sun
All these years of looking back — were you the lucky one?
Shut down your mind, pick up a part; place in body bag

In searing heat protect what’s left - you vomit, spit and gag.

The uniforms now soaked in blood that they proudly wore
Nothing won, just hatred, contempt — vou ask, what for?
So walk among the honored dead and read a cross or two
Each soldier’s life cut so short of things they’ll never do.

Each cross has a story of someone held so dear
Stories from a broken heart, their ears will never hear.
If you think the USA, our country, isn’t grand
Just walk among the crosses; I'd proudly shake their hand
They went to war, gave their lives, proud of all they do
Honor and respeet them. [ salute and say Thank You.
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SEW DAY 2025 SAVE THE DATE:
FEBRUARY 1, 2025.

Registration will open on Sunday
December 1st, 2024 at 2 p.m. EST.

More information coming soon!




AWARD ACROSS AMERICA
Submitted by Becky Orlowski,
Northeast PA Quilts of Valor

On September 4, 2024 a QOV
presentation was held in Wilkes-Barre,
PA for two Vietnam veterans, Leonard
and Walter. The award ceremony was

conducted by Northeast PA QOV.

Western Regional (onierence

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, & WY

Virtual/Online Event
APRIL 4 & 5, 2025

Hosted by your Pacific Northwest and Southwest Regional Coordinators:
Sheri.Owen@QOVF.org and Darlene.Berwick@QOVF.org
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Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314
2014: 17,373
2015: 18,772
2016: 19,051
2017: 24,123
2018: 30,745
2019: 33,375
2020: 23,356

2021: 30,428
2022: 30,978
2023: 37,333
2024: 27,509

Total: 400,903
(from date of first recorded award through
31 October 2024)
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The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans

touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

QOVF Core Values

Treating people with respect ® Promoting excellence e Valuing service over self © Being accountable

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- * & & Kk Kk

QOVF Founder and
Board Member Emeritus
Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus
Walt Davis

Marianne Fons

Eric McCarty

June Moore

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President

Robin Koehler, Vice President

Jodi Inman, Board Secretary

Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer

Sue Reich, At-Large Board Member
John Oxley, Member

Jon Neuhaus, Member

Chris Hamp, Member Development
Libby Kitslaar, Member

Nancy Thomson, Member

Anna May Nauss, Member

Executive Staff
Executive Director
Lexie Millikan
lexie.millikan@qovf.org

Photos that appear in Threads are either
used with permission or are public
domain images. The editorial

team makes every effort to credit
photographers.

Staff

Membership, Accounting, QOVF Store,
Quilt Business Program, and
Volunteer Services

Linda Duff

Stephanie Tinnirello

Teresa Nunn

Bille Haines

membership@qovf.org

accounting@qovf.org

qovfstore@qovf.org

quilt.business@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff

Longarm Coordinator
Crystal Farinella
LA_coordinators@qovf.org

Information and Help Desk Coordinator
Suzanne DiCarlo
info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program
uow@qovf.org

QOVF Regional Coordinators:
Great Lakes Region—Jan Copeland
(IL, IN, KY, MI, OH & TN)
Mid-Atlantic Region—Madonna Rabatin
(DE, MD, NJ, PA, VA & WV)

North Central Region—Karen Demaree

(IA, KS, MN, MO, ND, NE, SD & WI)

Northeast Region—Donna Brookings
(CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI & VT)

Pacific Northwest Region—Samy Owen
(AK, ID, MT, OR, WA & WY)

Southeast Region—Kim Price
(AL, FL, GA, NC & SC)
Southern Region—Suzanne DiCarlo
(AR, LA, MS, OK, & TX)
Southwest Region—Darlene Berwick

(AZ, CA, CO, HI, NM, NV & UT)

Mailing Address:

Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191

Winterset, IA 50273

For more information about QOVFE,
see www.QOVF.org

For more information about the Board
of Directors, the QOVF staff, and how to
contact your State Coordinator go to
www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us/

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director
Tony Jacobson, Graphic Designer
Maureen Gregorie, Proofreader

Do you have an article, idea or
suggestion for Threads? Email it to
us at newslettersubmission@qovf.org.
Please include photo releases for all
photos submitted.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.
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