
SETTLING IN 
by Lexie Millikan

What a great summer 
we’ve been having at 
QOVF! We kicked 
summer off with 
the first regional 
conference in April 
in New Hampshire. 
The organizers did a 
wonderful job, and it 
was well attended by 
members from 
throughout the New 
England region. I was honored to 
speak at the conference and was so glad 
to meet many QOV members. I was 
especially struck by how many members 
were looking for more opportunities 
to connect in person. We hope to 
encourage this kind of connection 
through other regional conferences in 
the coming months. The Great Lakes 
regional conference will be held in 
Kentucky this September. Please consider 
attending. I would love to meet you there!

Our outreach committee has been as 
busy as ever preparing for AQS shows in 
Paducah, Grand Rapids, and Lancaster. 
We also had QOVF represented at the 
Iowa Quilt Festival which was held in 
Winterset in June. I hope you’ll make a 
point to visit our booth at these special 
events so that you can make new quilt 
friends and connections! 

In May we had over two hundred 
participants in our annual Take 5 event. 
This event is a virtual national fundraiser 
for participants in and outside of the 
organization. You can choose to “take 5” 
in whatever way makes the most sense 
for you, organizing a 5K race, walking 5 
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miles, sewing 5 blocks, etc. QOVF groups 
can also use this event as a fundraiser on 
the local level by getting sponsorships 
from individuals or businesses. I hope 
you will plan to be a part of this fun 
event again next year!

Over the last few months, I have 
learned more and more about the needs 
of our members. As we continue to have 
growth in our membership numbers, 
we are assessing new staffing needs and 
challenges. I’m happy to report that we 
have hired a full-time office manager 
in Winterset and I can’t wait for you 
all to meet her. I am very proud of 
the dedicated staff that we have here 
at QOVF. We are small but mighty! I 
would like to extend a special thank you 
to our committee members and board 
of directors who are working tirelessly 
behind the scenes to make sure our staff 
has the support they need to keep things 
running smoothly.   

In just a few days I will be setting 
up a QOVF booth at the American 
Legion’s 105th National Convention 
in New Orleans. I am so looking 
forward to connecting with veterans 
and servicemembers and hearing their 
stories. I am certain we will run into 
a few people who have been awarded 
Quilts of Valor, and others who have yet 
to be nominated. It will be wonderful to 
expand our network there! 

As the days begin to shorten and we 
finally get some relief from the hot days 
of summer, I will be looking forward to 
sharing with you all that we have coming 
up this fall at Quilts of Valor. Thank you 
for your continued dedication to the 
mission of our organization. The work 
you do makes a difference! 

Lexi Millikan

Executive Director

continued on page 2

REMEMBERING A WWII VETERAN 

AND QOVF MEMBER
Submitted by Linda Kau, former Alaska 

State Coordinator

As we walk through the journey of our 
lives, we sometimes meet a person who 
becomes our personal hero. For me, 
one such lady was a US Navy veteran, 
Elverda L., who served during World 
War II handling communications for 
our military. We said goodbye to her in 
January 2024. 

One of Elverda’s goals in life was to 
celebrate her 100th birthday. When I 
asked her why she had chosen that goal 
her response was, “So I can say I did 
it.” We celebrated her 100th birthday 
last July with over 200 of her family and 
friends in attendance. When asked the 
standard question as to what she credited 
her long life 100 she told the interviewer, 
“Stay away from McDonald’s, drink lots 
of water, and take care of yourself.” She 
once told me she’d never been inside 
McDonalds, then a sparkle in her eye 
began to shine as she whispered, “But I 
do like to go to the drive-up and get an 
ice cream cone.” Elverda was the oldest 
of 13 children and she quickly recited the 
names of each sibling in chronological 
order!

I first met this strong lady at the 
local quilt shop in about 2010. Her 
no-nonsense presentation made me 
take a deep breath and stand tall. She 
immediately had my attention and 
respect. I soon learned that behind that 
no-nonsense attitude was a smart, kind, 
humorous person. One day Elverda 
asked, “How old are you?” When I 
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Linda Kau (left) and Elverda (right).

told her, she responded, “Well! I’m old 
enough to be your mother, so you’d 
better show me some respect!” There was 
a twinkle in her eye and smile on her face 
that I’ll not forget. 

Elverda married a US Marine Corps 
veteran shortly after the end of WWII 
and told us that their favorite subject 
for an argument in their house was 
which branch of service was the best! 
They came to Alaska in the early 1950s 
and homesteaded near Wasilla, where 
they raised their three children. Both 
her and her husband were published 
authors, telling their stories about life 
as homesteaders in Alaska. There are 
stories of hardship, friendships and 
advice wrapped up in these books which 
share the true history of the Matanuska-
Susitna Valley in South Central Alaska 
during some very hard years. Besides 
being a wife, mother, and homemaker 
who penned great stories, Elverda was 
active in the community, her church, the 
Homemakers Club and various other 
organizations through the years. Oh yes, 
she also painted landscapes and portraits 
in oils. Even well into her late 90s, she 
continued to make quilts for children 
in need and made potholders and bowl 
cozies to sell at the Senior Center’s 
annual bazaar.

We, the Forget-Me-Not Quilters of 
Alaska, awarded Elverda her Quilt of 
Valor® in 2014. Not long after that 
ceremony she came into the room where 
we meet to sew each month, asking what 
she could do to help us. She looked 
around the room and said, “I can iron! 
Just give me something to do so I can 
help.” A few weeks later she handed me 
money for her dues to become a Quilts 
of Valor member. Soon she became the 
person we could rely on to hand stitch 
down the bindings on our QOVs. She 
came to our sew days to double check 
that we were all on track, making more 

GREATER SPOKANE CELEBRATES 

NATIONAL SEW DAY
Submitted by Diane Watter, Group Leader

Greater Spokane QOV gathered 23 
ladies on Friday, February 2, 2024, at The 
Hive library event center for National 
Sew Day. We were unable to get the space 
for the actual NSD, February 3.  

We booked three rooms and were 
able to open up the walls to make one 
large room. There was plenty of space for 
our piecers, a station for hand binders, 
a cutting/pressing table, and a separate 
area for inspections; something for 
everyone! One of the rooms has a design 
wall to which we pinned our QOV 
banner and put to good use! It was a 
very productive day and so nice to gather 
with those who could attend, including 
five new members and one guest! I can 
tell you, I am proud to be their Group 

Leader; they are a dedicated group of 
ladies! They sign up, show up, and get 

right to work. It’s an absolute pleasure 
to see this QOV spirit for National Sew 
Day.

QOVs. She would often hand me the 
name and phone number of another 
veteran we could honor. She was always 
eager to show her continued support 
for our QOVF mission and enjoyed 
participating in our award ceremonies.

We will all miss our senior QOVF 
member, but memories of Elverda will 
continue to remind us of the important 
things in life: a positive attitude, 
kindness, and showing respect to one 
another and to our military. Elverda, 
U.S. Navy WWII veteran, 1923-2024. 
May you Rest in Peace.     
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WWII VETERAN HONORED WITH 

QUILT OF VALOR
Submitted by Crystal Farinella

LongArmy Coordinator, 

Utah State Coordinator

We had the honor to award a Quilt of 
Valor to Sgt. John C., a proud Marine, 
at our Chapter meeting on February 
19. He is 96 years old and a veteran 
of WWII and Korea. Sgt. John was 
called to active duty from the Marine 
Reserve in 1950 and was assigned to the 
5th Marine Regiment in northeastern 
Korea. In November, his unit was hit at 
Yudam, west of the Chosin Reservoir, 
by a massive Chinese onslaught in 
unimaginable 40-degree below weather. 
His team survived 17 days in foxholes 
that they dug in high winds. To keep 
from freezing to death, they were only 
able to sleep about two hours at a time. 

John’s team was sent beyond enemy 
lines to gather information. They 
encountered the enemy, and he was hit 
by a grenade that tore into his hip and 
back. A Chinese soldier attacked him 
with a knife and another with a bayonet. 
As he knocked the bayonet to the side, 
the soldier fired his gun hitting John 
in the forearm. After being treated in 
a Japanese facility, he was on the last 
medical evacuation flight to leave, which 
almost didn’t take off as there was a 
typhoon coming. He spent over a year 
in a hospital in Vallejo, CA. He suffered 
extreme frostbite on both feet, both 
knees, both hands, and parts of his face. 
The damage from the frostbite, as well 
as the horrific battle he experienced still 
haunts him today.

For its action, his 1st Marine Division 
was awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation. John was also awarded three 
Purple Hearts. After receiving a medical 

discharge, he enjoyed a 40-year career as 
a government employee. He and his wife 
Donna have been married for 78 years 
and have four sons. We were so blessed 
to have him tell us about some of his 
experiences and were amazed that he 
remembered back when he was five years 
old. 

STATE LINE GROUP WORKS TO 

FINISH BLOCKS 
Submitted by Debra Alexander

On February 3, 2024, the Shawmut 
Methodist Church Valley, GA AL 
State Line QOV Group met to sew 
our national block for tops. We invited 
the community to see who we are and 
what we do and join in our day. We 
were pleased to have numerous visitors 
throughout the day. We welcomed two 
new members and are expecting more. 
It was the first sew day for many of us, 
but not our last. Our group now moves 
onward, planning a parade in 2025 
celebrating the end of the Vietnam War.

Seated: Priscilla H., Amy C., Angela M., Carol C., Sherri R. 

Standing: Connie B., Joni, Dot N., De S., Jennifer S., Kate M., Debra A., Alice N., Anne, 

Shirley W.
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OHIO GROUP AWARDS QUILT
Submitted by Debbie Hudepohl

Grateful Quilters of Ohio Group

Specialist Paul W. of Ontario, Richland 
County, OH, was awarded a Quilt of 
Valor on April 19, 2024, by Debbie 
Hudepohl, Fran Kempton, and Bruce 
Messer from the Grateful Quilters of 
Ohio. The event occurred at the Amvets 
Post 26 in Mansfield, OH, with family 
and friends attending. Paul served in the 
US Army from 1967 to 1979 in the 9th 
Engineer Battalion, a group that played a 
significant role during the Vietnam War. 
He served in Aschenberg, Germany. His 
duties included serving as a NATO guard 
in Europe. Paul is still serving his veteran 
family as a member of the Richland 
County Veterans Burial Detail. 

VIETNAM VETERAN HONORED 60 

YEARS AFTER DISCHARGE
Submitted by Bernadette Faiella, 

Quilt Coordinator PMQOV 88526

On May 26, 2024, Cpl. Edward J. who 
enlisted into the USMC during the 
Vietnam War was presented his Quilt of 
Valor by Kathleen M. and Bernadette F. 
of the Pocono Mountain Quilts of Valor 
Chapter #88526. During his service in 
the Corps, Ed received the Meritorious 
Mast for inventing a slide rule computer 
to calculate flight pay. Ed was assigned to 
the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing where his 
duties included escorting the remains of 
fallen Marines from Chicago’s O’Hare 
Airport to their hometowns in Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and Indiana, as well as 
serving as honor guard or firing squad at 
the funerals. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

AWARDED QOV
Submitted by Rita Bode

Lt. Col. Cynthia E. was awarded a Quilt 
of Valor at her retirement ceremony 
on January 6, 2024, at Fleming Field 
Air Force Base, South St. Paul, MN, by 
the Grateful Hearts Quilters. Lt. Col. 
Cynthia was the Clinical Provider for the 
934 ASTS Minneapolis/St. Paul. She 
provided medical support to the 934th 
Airlift Wing. She enlisted in the Air 
Force in 1985 and was commissioned 

into the Nurse Corps in 1992. She served 
as Medical Technician, Aeromedical 
Evacuation, training manager and EMT 
coordinator, and was responsible for 
training and deployment of personnel 
and assets. As a member of the Air 
Force Reserve, she provided medical 
care and aeromedical evacuation staging, 
including Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
many other contingencies. She was in the 
Air Force Reserve for over 39 years. Our 
QOV group was honored to award her a 
quilt for her many years of service.

Ed’s quilt presentation was 60 years 
to the day from his honorable discharge, 
May 26, 1970. Ed was joined by his 
wife Gail, two sons, and many extended 
family and friends. In a turn of events, 
Ed honored all attendees with specially 
engraved US Marine Challenge coins to 
commemorate his special day.
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED—VETERANS OF TWO WARS EMBRACE
Submitted by Diane Watters, Group Leader Greater Spokane QOV Group (GSQOV)

Billy E., USMC Vietnam veteran (left), and Eugene L., WWII Navy veteran (right). 

Photo by Holly Cockle at Shriners. Shared with permission.

A part of living history was touched 
on November 11, 2023, Veterans Day. 
We had the privilege of awarding two 
veterans at a Shriners El Katif event; one 
veteran served during WWII and the 
other deployed to the Vietnam War. 

Billy E., our USMC Vietnam 
veteran, was a Radio Operator and 
Forward Observer. He said the 
equipment he carried weighed more 
than he did! His tall, radio whip-
antenna was an easy identifier for the 
enemy; he was wounded twice. Billy 
earned two Purple Hearts and also a 
Bronze Star. 

Eugene L., our WWII Navy veteran, 
was a Fireman 1st Class on the aircraft 
carrier USS Shangri-La CV38, which 
was near the Marshall Islands in the 
Pacific during the testing of the atomic 
bomb. He remembers they were all told 
to close their eyes during the testing in 
1946. Eugene enlisted in the Navy when 
he was just 17 years old.

After the ceremony, in a very 
poignant moment, both veterans 
embraced each other ... veterans and 
survivors of two very different wars 
but sharing the same battled-hardened 
camaraderie. Assisting me with 
the QOV presentation was Glenda 
Haddican and Pat Waller. Thank you 
to all who have made these awards 
possible!

MISSOURI STAR QUILT COMPANY 

CHARITY QUILT AUCTION

In March, we announced Missouri Star 
Quilt Company had chosen the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation as their recipient 
for their Charity Quilt Auction. The 
auction was held, in part, as a way to 
celebrate National Quilting Month. 

Missouri Star auctioned 20 quilts 
and raised over $13,750, in total. Thank 
you to Missouri Star Quilt Company for 
their generosity and for everyone who 
made a bid in March!

NEWS ON QOVF PATTERNS
By QOVF Marketing

The QOVF Quilt Pattern page is in 
the process of being redesigned. You 
still have time to download the current 
quilt patterns on the website. More 
information will be shared soon. We 
will continue to update members by 
email and on QOVF Blog with any 
updates.

QUILT BUSINESS MEMBERS
Submitted by QOVF Marketing

QOVF Quilt Business Members listed 
on our website are from every region, 
some offering QOVF discounts, classes, 
and a wide range of quilting supplies 
and services. QOVF Quilt Business 
Members will be featured throughout 
our social media platforms and blog. 
Click here to view the list of our Quilt 
Business Members. To find a Quilt 
Business in your region, use this map.

The Quilt Business Membership 
offers businesses within the quilting 
industry an opportunity to support the 
Quilts of Valor® Foundation mission. 
Are you interested in being a QOVF 
Quilt Business member? Click here 
to learn more about how to register 
to become a QOVF Quilt Business 
Member.

https://www.qovf.org/quilt-patterns/
https://www.qovf.org/quilt-business-members/
https://www.qovf.org/about-qovf/whos-in-my-area/
https://www.qovf.org/quilt-business-membership/
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WELCOME HOME!
Submitted by Sandra Lazaroff, Colorado State Coordinator,USAF, 

Retired & Group Leader, Front Range QOV

In recognition of Vietnam Veterans 
Day, on March 30, 2024, in La Junta, 
CO, the Sangre de Cristo Community 
Care center and the We Honor Veterans 
organization sponsored a luncheon to 
honor and welcome home Vietnam 
Veterans living in southeastern 
Colorado. Over 100 people attended, 
including Vietnam veterans and their 
families, community leaders from 
the La Junta community, members 
of the sponsoring organizations, and 
representatives of Quilts of Valor. 
Several local veterans and community 
leaders provided a Salute to Vietnam 
Veterans and remembrance of those 
POW/MIAs from the area who never 
returned home. The main feature of the 
luncheon was the Quilts of Valor award 
ceremony.

Colorado State Coordinator, 
Sandra Lazaroff, and volunteers from 
the Colorado Prairie Quilters, awarded 
quilts to ten of the Vietnam veterans 
present. Several of these awardees are 
also volunteers with the sponsoring 
organizations, so their awards were 
particularly meaningful to the 
community. One awardee, Tom P., a 
member of California’s Miwok tribe, 
was especially moved when he received 
his quilt made with his tribal colors, 
stating: “This means so much to me and 
I can’t wait for my tribe members to see 
my quilt!”

The QOV ceremony was then 
followed by the awarding of 40 Vietnam 
veteran lapel pins to the Vietnam 
veterans present.

TWO BOARD POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Position 1—QOVF member, a working 
knowledge of non-profit organizations, 
and HR/Legal experience. Three-year 
term beginning January 1, 2025, to 
December 31, 2027.
Position 2—QOVF member, a working 
knowledge of non-profit organizations, 
and experience in Fundraising/
Development. Three-year term beginning 
January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2027.

Please send your Letter of Interest 
and Resume to nominatingcommittee@
qovf.org by August 31. You will be 
notified by October 15 if you’ve been 
voted to serve on the QOVF Board of 
Directors. Thank you in advance for 
considering serving on a Foundation 
that comforts our nation’s veterans 
and service members at the next level. 
Refer to the Policies and Procedures, 
Human Resource Manual, Section 3, for 
the responsibilities of a QOVF Board 
member. 

If you have any further questions, 
please send them to sue.reich@qovf.org, 
Nominating Committee Chair. 

THANKS, AND GOODBYE
Submitted by Lou Ann Lee

Thanks to you, our members, for 
sending in your stories and photos to 
make the Threads newsletter something 
that is enjoyable to read for all the 
members of our organization. Last 
March I informed Lexi that I would like 
to step down as editor. I have been the 
editor since 2020 and decided it is time 
to let someone else take over so I can 
focus on several other volunteer projects 
I am involved with, both with QOVF 
and our community. Keep sending your 
articles, photos, and photo releases into 
the newslettersubmission@qovf.org 
email address. To make it easier for the 
person taking over the editor position, 
send the articles as one document and 
the photos as separate image files.

mailto:nominatingcommittee@qovf.org
mailto:nominatingcommittee@qovf.org
mailto:sue.reich@qovf.org
mailto:newslettersubmission@qovf.org
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PATRIOT QUILTERS HAVE A 

LANDMARK FIRST YEAR
Article by Deanna Allen

Patriot Quilters of Randolph County, 
NC, participated in National Quilts of 
Valor Sew Day on February 3, 2024, by 
attending quilt camp with our regional 
guild. One of our members, Nancy T., 
worked on the Ohio star, the block for 
QOV 2024, while another member, 
Bernadette S. showed off a finished 
quilt top ready for the long arm. Our 
group leader, Jodi, prepped a new top of 
her own design with Eagles and stripes.

Patriot Quilters of Randolph County 
was established in April 2023, and our 
new group has made and awarded 115 
quilts to our local veterans. We are 
dedicated to covering as many veterans 
as we can in the future. It is an honor 
and a privilege to award these quilts to 
our nation’s most treasured citizens.  

OHIO STAR QOVF BLOCK 

PATTERN OF 2024
Submitted by QOVF Marketing 

The Ohio Star Block is included in this 

sampler quilt. I have three out to be 

quilted. By Linda Hill

For months I have been piecing scrappy 

Ohio Star blocks for my next Quilt of 

Valor. It was fun to find out that it was 

the featured block for this year's Sew Day. 

By Laurel, Fort Vancouver Quilts of Valor.

Two down and four to go… By Paula R .

Our Ohio Star Block count as of 
7/31/2024 is 2,991. Four patterns of 
Ohio Star Block are now listed on the 
QOVF’s website with instructions and 
mailing information. 

Consider tagging QOVF with your 
social media posts of your blocks. For 
those not on social media, you can 
submit a photograph to marketing@
qovf.org or send your photographs to 
newslettersubmission@qovf.org to be 
featured in a future Threads newsletter 
and our social media platforms.

Ohio Star Block continued on page 8

mailto:marketing@qovf.org
mailto:marketing@qovf.org
mailto:newslettersubmission@qovf.org


8     April–August 2024

By Debby Duermeyer from Mid-Missouri Quilts of Valor, Columbia, MO

National Sew Day Photos of 2024 National Blocks for Quilts of Valor from the group 

Forget-Me-Not Quilters of Alaska. By Cheryl Homme, Forget-Me-Not Quilters of Alaska.

Ohio Star Block continued from page 7PRIVATE’S ROLE CHANGES FROM 

CLERK/TYPIST TO ARMY BAND 

MEMBER
Submitted by Diane Weide, 

North Central Iowa QOV

Private First-Class Henry K. served in 
the US Army from 1954 to 1956. Henry 
had his basic and Clerk Typist training 
at Camp Chaffee, Arkansas. Henry was 
sent to Honolulu, Hawaii, to serve as 
a clerk but, when he arrived, they had 
enough typists. They saw Henry had 
marched in the Iowa State Marching 
Band and asked if he would like to try 
out for the 25th Division Army Band, 
which he gladly accepted! Henry enjoyed 
playing the accordion so asked some 
of the Division Band members if they 
would join him in forming the Polka 
Dots band. Henry led this group of six 
that played for the NCO Clubs, where 
only officers were admitted. The officers 
from PA especially enjoyed hearing the 
Pennsylvania Polka. Henry had met 
his wife Marlene on a blind date in the 
fall of 1954. They became engaged on 
Valentine's Day 1955 and were married 
in January 1956. Marlene joined 
Henry in Hawaii for the remainder 
of his military assignment. Marlene 
refers to this time as their seven-month 
honeymoon. After his discharge, Henry 
received a Bachelor of Music Education 
Degree from Drake University in 1960. 
Later Henry completed a Master of 
Music Education from Vermillion, SD. 
Henry taught high school instrumental 
music for 13 years, the last seven in 
Nora Springs, IA, where he and Marlene 
built a home and raised their three 
children. Henry returned to agriculture 
and took over the family farm southwest 
of Nora Springs until his retirement in 
1999.

Although Henry only taught 
students for 13 years, his love of 
music remained. He formed and 
led a community band in the mid-
1990s. While attending another area 
community concert, where the band 
was playing a medley of the military 
marches, his wife commented as to why 
there wasn’t a march for the National 
Guard. Henry took it upon himself 
to compose a march for the National 
Guard. One of Henry’s greatest life 
memories is while visiting Arizona, the 

community band leader/friend invited 
Henry to come on stage and lead his 
band in the National Guard March. 

Henry turned 90 in March 2024 
and was awarded with a Quilt of Valor 
in March 2024 at his home with wife 
and sons present. Three members of 
the Quilts of Valor North Central 
Iowa group were present. All three 

graduated from Nora Springs-Rock Falls 
Community School during Henry’s 
time there as an instrumental music 
instructor. Two were members of this 
NSRF high school band, and fondly 
recall him leading them to successful 
small and large group contests. Henry’s 
QOV was completed by one of his band 
students.  



TAKE 5 
By QOVF Marketing

Thank you to those who participated in 
our QOVF Take 5 race/event whether 
you walked, ran, or made blocks. If 
you registered for Take 5, you can send 
your photographs to marketing@qovf.
org. To mail your blocks, you find more 
information here.

A special thank you to our 2024 
sponsors: Electric Quilt, AccuQuilt, Fat 
Quarter Shop, Authentically American, 
Benartex, and The National Quilt 
Museum. 

1. 5K Walk for the Take 5

Robert St. John, Group Leader of Music 

City QOV, completed the 5K Walk 

with his Aussiedoodle, Pepper, in hand! 

He received a Pup Cup from the corner 

cafe and had a great cup of coffee at the 

Ingrained Cafe!

2. Kim Collum Take 5 block: The FPP 

pattern is Carol Doak. She is making 

many more to put into a Queen size quilt 

in memory of her father, who served aboard 

the USS Franklin D Roosevelt CVA 42.

5. Dennis Lewis from Polly Lewis QOV in 

the Bend submitted his Ohio Star blocks 

from the Take 5 event.

6. Take 5 photos from Sew Much Valor in 

NW Arkansas. They quilted for 5 hours! 

Nine sewists held their first Sew Day since 

having just recently formed a QOV group.

3. Jennifer Lewis participated in the 

QOVF Take 5 event and made 

20 (FIVE x 4) Ohio Star blocks.

4. South Paris Piece Makers in Maine 

awarded five quilts to five veterans on 

Saturday May 18. Photo submitted by 

Teresa Drag.
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SEW DAY 2025 SAVE THE DATE: 

FEBRUARY 1, 2025.

Registration will open on 
December 1st, 2024. 

We will share more information this 
fall on registration and prizes for 

Sew Day 2025.

mailto:marketing@qovf.org
mailto:marketing@qovf.org
https://www.qovf.org/national-block-drive/
https://electricquilt.com/
https://www.accuquilt.com/
https://www.fatquartershop.com/
https://www.fatquartershop.com/
https://www.authenticallyamerican.us/
https://benartex.com/
https://quiltmuseum.org/
https://quiltmuseum.org/


AWARDS ACROSS THE COUNTRY!

On May 25, 2024, a Quilts of Valor presentation to 44 female veterans 

was held in Wisconsin Rapids. Terry Jepson donated 152 Quilts of Valor 

to the Wisconsin Rapids WI Material Girls and Marshfield WI Stitches 

of Honor QOV groups.

Veterans Kevin C. and James L. (left to right) received their QOV. 

Kevin served in the US Army for 30 years, including during Operation 

Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. James served in both 

the Army and Marines including one tour in Kuwait and two tours 

in Iraq during Operation Desert Shield and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

James also served a total of 30 years.

By Rebecca Orlowski, NEPA QOV Group Leader

"Quilters By the Sea" on City Island led by Harlan Sexton distributing 

quilts to our Vietnam War Veterans.; Mike J. and Bill T.

Cody Middle School students sew and award Quilts of Valor to Six 

Veterans
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2021: 30,428

2022: 30,978

2023: 37,333

2024: 18,663

Total: 392,057
(from date of first recorded award through 

31 July 2024)

The mission of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation is to cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of Valor.

Newsletter

Lexie Millikan, Editorial Director

Lou Ann Lee, Editor

Tony Jacobson, Graphic Designer

Maureen Gregorie, Proofreader

Do you have an article, idea or 
suggestion for Threads? Email it to 
us at newslettersubmission@qovf.org. 
Please include photo releases for all 
photos submitted.

Quilt of Valor®, Quilts of Valor®, and QOV® are registered trademarks of the Quilts of Valor® Foundation.

QOVF Core Values
 Treating people with respect • Promoting excellence • Valuing service over self • Being accountable

Quilts Reported

2012: 6,169

2013: 12,314

2014: 17,373

2015: 18,772

2016: 19,051

2017: 24,123

2018: 30,745

2019: 33,375

2020: 23,356

QOVF Founder and 

Board Member Emeritus

Catherine Roberts

Board Member Emeritus

Walt Davis 
Marianne Fons
Eric McCarty
June Moore

Board of Directors

Lauri Leirdahl, President
Robin Koehler, Vice President
Jodi Inman, Board Secretary
Ann Rehbein, Board Treasurer
Sue Reich, At-Large Board Member
John Oxley, Member 
Jon Neuhaus, Member 
Chris Hamp, Member Development 
Libby Kitslaar, Member 
Nancy Thomson, Member
Anna May Nauss, Member

Executive Staff

Executive Director
Lexie Millikan   
lexie.millikan@qovf.org

Staff
Membership, Accounting, QOVF Store, 

Quilt Business Program, and 
	 Volunteer Services
Linda Duff
Stephanie Tinnirello
Teresa Nunn
Bille Haines
membership@qovf.org
accounting@qovf.org
qovfstore@qovf.org
quilt.business@qovf.org

Volunteer Staff

Longarm Coordinator
Crystal Farinella
LA_coordinators@qovf.org 

Information and Help Desk Coordinator
Suzanne DiCarlo
info@qovf.org

Under Our Wings Program 
uow@qovf.org

Mailing Address:
Quilts of Valor Foundation
PO Box 191
Winterset, IA 50273

For more information about QOVF, 
see www.QOVF.org 

For more information about the BOD, 
the QOVF staff, and how to contact your 
State Coordinator go to 
www.qovf.org/about-qovf/meet-us/

JOIN

Photos that appear in Threads are either 
used with permission or are public 
domain images. The editorial 
team makes every effort to credit 
photographers.
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